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A.L. Hess has written a Tairly cetailed

tistory of the Italians in

Somalia T.I. Marston has covered British policy in the Red Sea and
Gult of Aden up to 1878; & number of books have appeared on Somali

hationalism and boundaries; but no very detailed history of British
Somaiiland has been writien. Primarily, the thesis aims

of this deficiency bs gilving a narrative history of British Somalils nd

o nave been more Sigmiricant
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iid
policy was casily workable but it became more difficult when
Cenel increased the imporvance of the Gulf of Aden and once the scramble
for Africe had sharpened international competition. Under the
expensionist rule of ¥hedive Ismal

Britain's paramountcy

-

established on the Scomali Coast

proved useful for while they did not seriously hinder iden's supvlies

'y served to keep the Irench and Italians off +the cosast. In 1884 the

militery and Tfinancial position of Egypt forced her to wil Jd”“ from the

Somall Ceast and there scemed to be nothing to ztop other powers {from

taiing her place. Under pressure from the Aden suthori lies Gladstone's
Covernment approved a temporary British occupntion of the Somali 60¢

Lo forestall Meance and Ltaly.

the British were occupying the coast the French and Italians still wanted
to control it as a step towards Ethiopia. Une British soon found
.

-

themselves in a diplomatic struggle o retain possession of the coast.
in the process Britain sought inte rnational recogniticn of her position

-

end the temporary occupation was transformed into a regular proseciorate.

The nature of thig bectorate is then examined. It was little more

than a formality for - away rival powers. None of the obligations
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of & protecving power were assumed and in fact the British did little

more than occupy three coastal towns. Until 1898 the Indian CGovernment

'

wag responsible for the Somali Coast, and under its control no money was

spent on the protectorate and the administration was kept as simule as
possible. Differences of opinion existed about the interior. Tie

Indian Govermment emphasised thalt it was to be a coash UlOiCClo te and
that the people of the interior were to govern themselves without British
intervention. . British officers on the spot disagreed with this policy,
and the need to keep the inland trade routes open made a certain amount

)

of interference in the interior, in the form of

ineviitable. These expeditions, on which little has been published, ar

Assentially, the interior remained unadministered but i3 oz
nonctheless regarded by the British as part of their protectorate. The
thesis describes how, in the 18%0's, Menelik of Ethiopia began to expand

into the Somali lands and how Britain became concerned to preserve the

imed to exercise a
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ntegrity of her protectoraie. ’ As Tte
protectorate over Ethiopia at this time & boundary between the British
nomall sphere and the Italian kihiopian sphere was defined in 1894. Two
years luucr however, the battle of Aduwa ended the‘pr tence of ILleal
y

protection over Lthiopia and the British protectorate was left with a

victorious, independent Ienelik as its neighbour. As he was still bent
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Lodulla Hassan. The Sayyid's earlier history and his intentions are
discussed. tle was establishing himselfl as independent ruler of the

interior, and, as neitner he nor Sadler could properly aporeciate the

g

intentions of the other, nostility
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expel the British whom he wegarded as in

t0 suppress the Sayylid whom he considered to be a rebel. This led to &

paigns wihlcn squandered the resources of

voln Al 5 SRR SUCR |
NUGoer 0L DIPAULGO IL[-L-L—A- ULbJ.J Cailip

N

Scmaliland and hindered its development.

The expeditions are considered at length. Tney have been written up
in conslderable detail, in & number of books including an official.

.

history, but this is the first time the confidential rlﬁuuea decisions
? 3
discussiong of policy have been linked with an account of ihe

~

operations. By referring to the contemporary press and parliamentary

reports, and by examining the financial statistics of the campaigns,
) s
Somaliland is seen to have assumed considerable importance between 1900

znd 1905. It has also bsen possible to evaluate the true role of the

Italians and Ethiopilans

The first, smell, British-officered Somali force was sent ageinst the
Sayyid in 1901 and drove him from the protectorate. His strength,
" however, was increasing, lergely due to the ease with which ne could
ovtein firvearms from Djibouti and the Italian protectorate in north-casty

-

Somaliland. The British therefore found themselves commiited to defendine
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shose Somalis wino had supported them against the Sayyid. Wnen ne

\

ro—enbered the protectorate at the end of 1901 this led vo a largexr

cxnedition which almost ended in & British disaster. The nexs
expedition scemed essential to restore British prestige and protect
the ‘{riendly' clans. Despite elaborate plans, separate brigades and

troops from outside, the Sayyid was able to inflict a serious &eieat
on this Tthird expedition in 1903. A fourth was therefore plennea, 1o
eutricabte the troops of the third expedition and to crush the Sayyid
once and for all; thousands more troops were sent to Somalilan&._ This
tire the Sayyid was brought to battle earij in 1904. His dexrvishes
were defeated, but he himself fled and eventually took refuge in the

Itelian protectorate.

T+ was obviously impossible to capture the Sayyid and parliement was
the expeditions. The thesis exanines
the choices of action before the Government in 1904. As the Sayyid's

-+

strength and prestige wexr supposed to-have been irreparably broken by

)

ihe final expedition it was decided to revert to the old policy of
confining administration to the coast. The interior was to be abandoned

iR

and the clans armed and organised to defend themselves.

[¢)

A
The attempt to implement this policy is then described. By early

1905 it had practically been abandoned for the Sayyid had recovered and
J S

built up his streneth to the point where it was obvious that he would
A5 <) & X
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o-enter the protectorate as soon as the Britisn withdrew 1O The COaST.

inally, the thesis deals with the success of the Itelisns in concluding

L85

3

veace between themselves and the British, and the Sayyid, in March 1905.
This created favourable conditions for the British to abandon the
interior snd when, at lhe ond of ¥March 1905, the protectorate finolly
passed from Foreign Office to Colonial Office control, there was every
intention of withdrawing to the coast. The thesis ends at this point,
but it is argued that the policy of evacuating the interior was
unworkable, for Britain was determiﬁed to allow no rival power there;
this could not be ensured from the coast and.it is claimed that the
policy of withdrawal was merely an impractical attempt, dictated by

economy, to put the clock back.
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LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

[¢9]

"0 following are some of the less common abbreviations whicnh I hav

used, mainly in footnotes:

British Central Afx

Bombay Political uonsultations

Cabinet Papers

Central Africa Rifles

Colonial Oifice

Director-General of Military Intelligence
Director of Military Intelligence
Tircctor of Military Operations -

Bast Africa Irotectorate

t.Hev. inelisn Historical Review
Sir Bric Swayne's Papers
External

foreign Offi
foreign Off ce Coniidential Print
nperial B;¢u10n u”(u Africa Company

(D

Co. Ty
Intelld ion, War Office
India
Aden Political and Secret Letters Received from Aden
Bombay Political and Secret Lelters and Enclosures
Received from Bombay
1.0./P&5 Dept. Memo. Po;1olcal and Secret Deparin Memorandun
1.0./P4&S India Political and Secret Lettersg and Inclosures
o i . Received from India
1.0./P&S to India Political and weC“Lu Despatches to India
1.0./5.L.Aden Secret Letters Received from Aden
1.0./8.5L.India Secret Letters and linclosures from India
X AR, King's African Rifles
Turkish pound
il Military
n.d. : no date
rol. Poiitical
. R.0. Public Record Office
s, Rupees
sal.P. Selisbury Papers
Sec. Secret
S.N.0. Senior Naval Officexr
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A NOTH ON PLACE HAMES

wmerever possible I have spelt place names as they are spelt in

tlag (Oxford, 1963). Tor those names wnich co not appeax

in The Oxford Atlas I have tried to use the s elling which seemsg most
<

5

uiileeP Abyssinia and Ethiopia can cause confusion; in this thesis

7 nave not treated them as interchangeable but have followed an

ch
o]
jon
®
(0]
]
K
=N
T
0]
o
o
()

interpretation of my own: Abyssinia I have used

o
o]

nlarged kingdom of Aksum as 1t expanded southwards Ifrom about the
seventh century A.D. onwards;»\in the 1870's and 1880's 1 have used
ibyssinia to descrive the northern parl of the kingdom which was ruled
by Johannes, as distinct from bthe southern kingdom oif Shoa ruled by

ienelik; Bihiopia I have used to describe the united empire under

denclik from 1889 onwards.



SOMALILAND BEFORE THE SCRAMBLE

Lin

or most of thelr history the Somall people have ruled themselves but

\

3

in vhe nineteenth and ftwentleth centuxies there has been an interlude

he]
during which other powers have claimed to rule then. Among these powers
wes Britain whose Somaliland Protectorate, begun in 1884, proved to be on
of her least successful imperigl enterprises.l Treated as a disamveeablé
but necessary encumbrance this Cinderella of the Empire had a sad hiétor*,
marked by bloodshed ~lack of progress, ever-changing policies and tight-
{isted economy. Thie 'wind of change' provided a welcome opportunity for
setting rid of the proteo%orate. Independence was grantea on 26 Jﬁne
1960, Someliland left the Commonwealth, and five days later united with
newly independent Somélia (which had been a United Nations tﬁust territory

céministered by Italy) to become the Northern Hegions of tne Somali

kepublic.

'

Tet British Scmaliland was far from insignificant during its
celonial history and at times it achieved an unwelcome prominence and
notoriety. This‘thesis is an attempt to examine how it be¢aﬁc a British
protectorate, what the British Government thought about it once they had
i, and how it was governed unti1‘l905 when it was transferred o ihe

Colonial Office.
The erea of the British protectorate as defined in 1897 was 68,000

Square miles, an area larger than England and Wales but smaller than Fneland

and Scotland. Its population was estimated at 300,000.in 1910 and



roximately H00,000

sebiy of the cquator, on the

DO uid

1 undred mile coastline

southera

sinores ol the Guli

e e
Lay belbween o

as

dessicated; the rainfall seldome exceeds four inches a vear and the

N o
507 {0 115
inland frow the coast, to the south, is a range of magnificent
1

meunitaing, running from the Harar plateau in the west to Cepe Guardalfui

in the east; behind Zeila they are more than sixty miles from the se&, putb

cestwards, behind Les Koreh, the coastal plain is only fifteen miles wide.

the mountains, wiich in some places reach 6,000 feet, a plateau
rzdually descends in a southerly direction, over a distance varyiﬁg from

T0 & hundred miles, down to a ieiéh of 3,000 feet, where the Haud

. ine pletean, where many of: the Somali clans nave their main wells,

rocvund Hergeisa, the annual x

some places,

twenty inches,

though elsewhere

iz tarren and dry. Intersecting the plateau arc several valleys running

cuviimgast Lo the Tndian Occan, Mogal Valley; thoey

Lo dry exeept for the spatewal cly after a rain-storm.
iilst the platesu contains the main wells of the area, the best

cwaning is oin the Haud which nmo otlj lies south of what was the protectorate,
tniopia. This is an area of rolling grassland and thorn-bush



miles, waterless excepl for seasonol pools o
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QI mer Mﬁ - intd the Oguden plains whict
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zontvinue south to the valleys of the Shibeli and Juba rivers.

o
[

:nd water arc

&
o

Grazing all-important, for the Somulis are 8 nomadi c,

14

Loral people whose life centres around ithe camél and consists of an

cndless quest Lor water and pasturage. As well ag camels the inhsbitensa

ol northern Somaliland possess sheep and goats, cabtle .and ponies, bubt it

ig the ownership of cemels which gives a man Dresclge and wealth.

The age-old pattern of movement with the flocks and herds was

dictated by the monsoons aad rains. - In October the north-east monsoon
 heavy cosstal rains in December and January. . This is

tne year, and it was the trading season;

d¢hows cawe over from Lrabis and India with the monsoon, and

tne people wiih their animals occupled the coastal plain and the plateau.
- - T4 e ey o o ey e S 37 Y mart e e oy o A
inoeerly April the north-east monsoon dies out, leaving the coast
wapleasantly torxid. . This cnded the trading season.  The people on

tne coast moved southx with theilr stock, wo on to the cooler
3 ooy

se wio had been on the plateau moved south towards the Heud where the

ain was falling. The pcople stayed in these areass throughcut the

. b S . 3 . n o~ L - P § = Fa P - 4.3
soubth-west mongoon; but by the time thet ended in Sevnbtember tho
7 %)

Ty A e o
e dauG Was

Ty e}y o ’ by RS & . S T T — ~ AT Tiemaa T P En ol T
secomlng too dry. for svock; those wizo were on thne Haud begen to fall
Lol en bh wre 10 £ oA Tt 11, Gilstlac ~ +those wh were thiora and
waCk onune wells of tne piaveaun, displacing those who were there and



I

forcing them back down to the coast, where the north-east monsoon began

_ 1
zgain in October, and the cycle was complete.

In these circumstances conflict was inevitable and endemic.
Conflicis over water or pasture between indivicduals easily developed
into larger conilicts between lineage groups which dragged on with
their entail of blood feuds, raids and camel thefts. This also was
a part of the pattern of life, giving the land a reputation for

rshness, which 1t richly deserved, and for disorganised savagery,

which it did not.

The grim strugglie for existence in an inhospitable land made the
individual Somall .fiercely independent, but at the same time he was
bound in é remarkable political organisation, based on a sysﬁem of
¥inship and agnatic descent. All who called themselves Somalis could’
trace their descent through the male line to 2 common ancestor, himself
descended from the FProphet Mohamed, and within this all-embracing group
each person could trace his ancestry back through a series of divisions
such as his immediate lineage group and his clan, to one of sixkgreat
clan~families. Tnis system could commend the individual's s allegi ance

at any one of its levels. In one instance a man would support the cause

This description of the country and the nomadic pattern has been
drawn from: I.M.Lewis, A Pastoral I Ucmocvaoy (London, 1961),

PpP. 31-42; I.M.Lewis, The Modern Historvy of Somaliland (Lonaon,
1965), pp. 1- -9; and Colonial Office, Somzliland - Report for the
years 1958 and 1959 (London, 1960), pp. 11, 49-50.

"U @ D-J
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CLAN DISTRIBUTION IN NORTHERN SOMALILAND
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inst another clan;  in another he would side with his own

-

o . . e 1
1nst snother lineage group within his clony

>

2 n

ere wo need only be concerned with three of the six clan-femilies,

- the Dir, the Ishaak and the Darod. From the observations of
cvellers, and from references in official reports and despftchv*, it

Lrrears that in northern Somaliland these clan—familics_oc dplp in tne

cecond half of the nineteenﬁh century, much the same creas as they do

tcday, wita the exception that they did not siretch quite so far souta

LT NGV, The approximate areas within which each clan moved are shown on

’

o
< - . . . i . ) .
vage; . their relationships are shown in the simple

tables which follow?

senealogical

!

Iisg Cedd oar31

. with by I, Lewis din A Pastoral E@mooracy
somaliland, »p. 10-12.

. Lewls, Tcoples of the lorn of ifrica
( 1955 : fidential Frint (nercal #.0.C.TL
no. 524%, m enoTa; Capt. J.5. King (vice—oonsml, Zeila), 25 Sevt.

35 Losed serton (acting 1, Cairo) %o
ury ol state for rs), no. 790
an '“76, memorandum by Lieut.-Col. J.v Stace
cong the bOﬂ’l” oast) 27 Sepi. in Stace to
Sir I. Baring \‘?101~m conou general, 1865,

S i LC .ﬂL :nded to show the the various clans

el

Py

nprenensive and




The Bsa and Gadabursi controlled the imporitant caravan route from

T
faela

to Zeila, althouzgh both these towns were peopled by descendants
r y (&}

of the Muslin states of the middle ages who. were not Somalis. In the

[

580's the Gadabursi did not live on the coast, although they had done

cariier and were to do so later.

Clzn-family Ishazsk
!
| k
Clans Habr Awal Habr Gerhajis Hebr Toljaala .
: ! ;
Sub~-clans Aid;galla Habr Yunis

The whole of the Isheak clan-family lived in northern Somaliland.
Cersain lineagé groups of the Habr Awal controlled Berbera and ﬁhrbugh
their hands passed much Qf the trade -of the interior. The centre of
the Habr Yunis clan was a group of wells known as Burzo. The Habx

Toljaala, reputedly the most lawless of the Ishaak, traded through

their own small ports and handled most of the Dolbohanta produce.
€ N .

Clan-famil

7

!
(Kombg—Harti) . (Kunade)

' i
, | g ' :
Clans Mijertein Dolbchanta Warsangeli Ogaden

1



onc Darod were the largest Somali clan-family.
~ %ne British protectorate were itwo Darod clans, the

o owhom were dhow-owners and sallors, and the Dolbohanta,
o _ é
cian about wiich the outside world kmew very little. -

bvased in lhe norith-east of the Horan, and apart from trading tho)

czguired considerable wealth firoum plundering ships wrecked on their
Lreaciierous shores. The Ogaden consisted of numerous sub—cléns ranged
cver a vast area from the southern boundaries of the British protectoraie
o the Hiver Juba; those north of the River Shibell sent their caravans
ol camels, tied nose to tail, to trade at Berbera.

Tae mroduce of Zomaliland eltered litlle over the centuries.
iivestock, chi LlJ cattle, sheep and goats, was exported ﬁo Arabile, and
tden was the main customer In addition there were hide s and skins, ghee-
ciarified Buuter), ostrich feathers, ivory, rhinoce ros how
Tor incense for whicn the land had long been famous; off
zeile there were pearl and sponge {isheries. slaves were also exported;
in the nineteenth century they were mainly Arussi, capitured 1

Yithin

Lﬂp boundaries

sangeli, many
a land-locked

e Hijertein

from beyond the River Shibeli, and other Gella, highly priz
wio were senl through Harar to Zeila and Yadjoura. In return for this

vrocuce, traders Ifrom

cloth and metal,
13

of

and western

India cifered

™~
.

z Sge: R.P. Burton, & ¢ footgteps an i i
(Lordon, 1966), pp. 250 & 296 and U.H. 1
Zole in the Hed Sea Ares 1800-1878 (Uamden, Connec

Y
i



Sne Somalis bel to the bastern Cushitic group of the Afrossistic
= fau 1LJ but opinions differ as to their orizins. for a loag

vredominant theory was that the somalis, wilo were either an

ushitic group ox else a people resultins from o mixiure of

L

and Arab celonisers, originally lived on the shores ol $he

of Aden, and that in about the tenth century they began o southward

(RO

rent, . driving the Galla out of the Horn of Africa. This theoxry is

- P | . \ - - . N
cported by Somali tradition, Another, and more recent theory, based on
Injulstic evidence and in harmony with early historical references, is that
L

in the south-eastern highlands of Ethiopia, and that

wiiz Somalis emerx

noved noxth and east to the Gulf of Aden atl an undetermined date long
. 5 y . , D
Jore Tne great northward move of the CGalla in the sixteenth cenbuiy.

disvordcal references 1o the area as opposed to the people are more

SUNETOUS . ihe Somali Coast may well have been the Land of Punt o which

Iings of Bgypt sent ships to collect incensé, spices and ivory
4,000 B.¢.7 In the first millenium B.C. the highlands of

s oearly as

(r\

northern Wthiopis were occupied by Semitic Sabacans from Arabia and they

cventually established the great kingdom of Aksum which became a

it

Cirigtian kingdom in the fourth centucy A.D.. There is evidence that

5

coout the time thal Christianity reached iksum its kings had conguered

1
i See: T.H. Lewis Horm of Africa!
J 2l of 4frican : J. '
. Seer L.5. Tewls, 'The Urigins of the Galla and somali'’, Journal
of Afwican Uilsbory L (196
i . Ullendorff, woe p. 46.
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eoples of bhe incense-bearing wvleins in the south east.

a8 to whether this refers to an Aksumite conguest of
] : . - _
centilandy AL 4t did 1t was not followed by any occupation.
T+ the seventh centuwy Aksum ccaged to be the predominant power
sea. The new Fuslim Empire absorbod Arabia and conguercd
LT The Red Sea became a Muslim channel and a siring of Arsbd

coviencnts was established on the African coast; in the Gulfl of
ila was the most. important, and here Persian and Indian

rouews aiso sebiled. ¥With the Arabs came Islam wihich, with

w2

Sirficulty, began to replace 'the vigorous paganism of ithe Scmall ‘{

ic soread of ‘Islam was encouraged by slave-raiding 'as conversion

i

-~ the easiest way of escaping this iniquitous recruiltment' Slave

~ias developed into pemmanent control of inland areas, and a number of

a1l ruslinm states grew up, the most importont being Ifat, which lay

cont of Shoa and included the emirate of Adal with 1lts capital, Zeila.

Budge, A jidglowy ol kthiopi kLOhuOu. 1928, i, 277
Jdnndl s, L nicypila \JQLUOM, 1965),
refers to Somoliland, but tankourst's

s Lal, cladm

o, 4 shows the borders of Alsam oo bednyy far Lrom Somoeli

5 (i M R Ty H R T ST WL Yooy ol Seyey e
A hpsadi ouw L' e Antigue d'Abyssinie (idlls, 190 ),
- # P R - o $ Fw AP 2.

w. 58, says that Bt or to the Hsa Somal to

that of the Arugsd
\JUMuon, i/qb) 0P .
Coust. AT Jov—
{(3rd dmpression,
Lae Donalil.

... Lewils, 'the Bomell Conguest of the Hern of Africa’.
3 Uliendorff, The fthionians '

-

- Ivid., p. 6);

that 1t need not Cer to bne Somalil
Llonroe, Histowy

H
A P (a3 ey e
Js . <), Suaie
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From the ninth to the sixteenth centuries there was intermitient
warfere between these Muslim states and Abyssinia, as Aksum was now
cclled. At the end of the ninth century Zeila came under Abyg51n¢an

. . - . - 1 N
centrol, though still retaining its Muslim ch aracter, and as laie as

/-5 A.D. Ibn Hawgal wrote that Zeila was possessed by Abyssinian

Ohr tlans? but by the end of the tentn century Abyssinia had lost

reanwhile Arab traders, adveniturers and refugees continued to
arrive on the coast. In the ninth or tenth century a sheikh is said
t0 have come from Arabiabto noith—east Somaliland, where he married a
Somali woman and became tne father of the Darod clan-family. In the
twelfth century the founder of the Ishaak Iamllj, Sheikh iohadk is
seid to have landed near Mait which became his capital? - In the
thirteenth century Ifat reached the height of its power uﬂd Zeila and
serbera; consisting mainly of grass huts with few permanent buildings;
vere its two main porms? |
'"The stench of the country is extr mé, as 1s also‘its filth, .

from the stink of the fish and the blood of camels which are
sleughtered in its streets.'® C

(Z)

in the next century Ibn Battuta wrote of Zei]

ilas

Jones and Mon“oe, distory of Ethiopia, p. 46

Lo
2. Quoted in J.S5.Trimingham, Islam in Ltnlopla/(London; 1952) pp. 51-2
3. Ibid., p. 62
4. ;.l.uOWlS, 'The Somali Conguest of the Horn of Africat', and
4 Pastoral Democracy, p. 131
5. 1¢1m1ngaam, Islam in Bthiopia, p. 60
5. @uoted by Burton, First Pootsteps... (1966 edn.), p. 73, and

Trimingham, Islam in Bihiopia, p. 67.
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n ine early fourteenth century Ifat renewed the war but was
oudic .V

' ; - . . : s .o 1 i
unsuccessful and was forced to become tributary to Abyssinia. At ihe

-4 of the fourteenth century Sa‘ad ad-Din II became sulitan of Ifai and

;4

sinia. Once again Ifst was unsuccessful and in

cither '102-3 or lﬁljz Zella was captured by the Abyssinians, its

~zbelled against Aby

[ 0]

{

irhabltents massacred, 1ts mosques destroyed and allegedly replaced by
crurches, and Sa'ad ad-Din killed. The Abyssinian occupation of Zeila ™

5 ;

izsted twenty yearst

§

The Muslim state revived, not as Ifat, but as the Sulianate of idai,

with its wealthy capital at Zeila and several Muslim towns in the

_]\.

hinterlard and war was renewed with Abyssinia? New enemies appeared
cn the scene in the shape of the Portuguese. In 1498 Vasco da uuma

rcacned India; the next year he bombarded Mogadiscio; +the Portuguese

segen to penetrate the Red Sea. In crder to protect this Muslim
vreserve Irom Caristien infiltration the Egyptians captured Zeila in

5 . . . ) 6
1510, to use it as a base against the Poritusuese but t Le do not
] €5 ’

topear to have maintained their hold on it. 1516 wezs a black year for

The Abyssinians under Negus Lebna Dengel, invaded Adal, killing
i
i, Budge, A History of Ethiopia, i, 289-298
Z. Budge gives the earlier date, Trimingham prefers the later
Ge Budge, A History of Bthiopia, i, 300; Trimingham, Islem in
Zthiovpia, p T4.

4. I The Somali Conguest of the Horn of Africa'.
5. Trimingham, Islam in Ethicpia, p. 82.
o. Harston, B“luaWH s Imperial Role..., p. 20.




capital from Zeila

. - ot ey e T e AT A
1slim causce was sltrengohnened DY

b |

, who defeated the Mamlulks

sctors of Islam in the

-~ < CHhe g T .
ed Sea. Shortly &

-

¢ a2l Ghazi, nicknsmed Ahmed Gron

Sehle nian 3

himself Twam of Adal and declared holy war against

ile began his cempailgn in 1527, and wi

[

£an

and Denalkil troops, and cannon from Arabisa, penciraied to the

Lonph of Abyssinie ctorics and devastated the country

ig arinies reached as far north
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In 1541 Portuguese troops arrived to help the Abyssinians and

2@ Gran enlisted Turkish contingents with firea ms;  eventually
sne Christian army triumphed in a great battle near Lake Tana in 1543,
tuned Gren was killed and the Muslims retired on Harar. from then

eclined; din 1577, undexr the threat of the great Galla

¢

2
o
bt
jel)

invasion, its capital was moved to Aussa in the Danakil deserts, where

it was, finally overthrown by the Danakil in the next century. Haxra
. < C e e P . i 1
continued 25 an isolated and independent Muslim emirate until 1887.

1

mewnwnile the Turks had occupied Massawa and Zeila in 1588 and closed

tne Red Sea against the Portuguese.

With the opening of the Cape route o the Indies the ancient route,
oy which goods from the east were sent t¢ Aden where they were trans-.
shipped into smallgr vessels and taken up the Red Sea to the Middle
"

zust and Burope, began to decline. The Gulf of Aden lost its
? S

importance for nearly three centuries. - Between 1630 and 163% the
“urks withdrew from the Yemen and evacuated their gerrisons from
Yassawa and Zeile. Zeila fell under the rule of thé shariff of Mocha

" . \ - . . ; 2 .
n the Yemen, who was himself subject to the imam o Sant'a but east

w-
Ky

¢f Zeile the Somalis appear to have enjoyed complete independence,

i, I.M.Lewis, 'The Somali Conguest of the Horn of Africa’, and
' Ullendorff, Tae Ethiopisuns, p. 76 -
2, £.0.C.7P. 2432, "Memorandum on the Turkish Claim to Sovereignty over

uie Dastern Shores of the Red Sea and the whole of Arabia; and on

the Egyptian Claim to the whole of the Wesiern Shore of the same Sea,
including the African Coast from Suez <o Cape Guardafui' (1874),

P. 2, and Marston, Britain's Tmperizl Hole..., DPp. 24-7
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“re Dutch, British and Ircnch traded for Yemeni coffee at Mocha, and in

2799 a British cxpedition sent from India to dislodge Napoleon from
“rypt, tomporarily occupied the island of Perim, but it was not until
1502 that Buropeans showed any interest in the Somali coast. _In this
ar 2 private BEnglish expedition under Lord Mountnorris Visifed the
#ed Sea and one of its members, Henry Salt, was sent into Abyssinia
from Massawa. While Salt was in Abyssinia, Mountnorris explored the

czsts of the Red Sea and the Gulf of Aden, visiting Mocha, Aden and

[¢]

Serbera. He discovered a very large annual market, or fair as it was
called, at Berbera, and in 1808 he urged the Britisﬁ Government to
cccupy Aden in order to exploit the frade of Bgrbera. Britain,
however, was 00 occupied with hapoleonAin Burope to be interested in

e L
ihe trade of Berbera, and his idea was not adopted.

in 1 25 the northern Somali coast experienced its first offlcial
Sritish action in the form of a blockade. A brig from Mauritius had
heen pluﬁdered near Berbera and two of its Lascars murdered. A sloop
of the Indian Navf was sent to enforce & blockade which resulted in a
treaty on 6 February 1827 by which the Habr Awal agreed to pay

15,000 Spanish dollars in compensation; the treaty also contained

2
es of friendship and commerce.

erticl

1. liarston, Britain's Imperial Role..., PDP. 35~6

2. ¥,0.C. P. 2432, 'Memorandum...', p.2; C.U.Aitchison,A Collection of
Tresties, Ingagcments and Sa naas (4uh edn., Calcutta, 1909),

xiii, 195-6; an original of the treaty is in P.R.0., Foreign Office
Pepers, Series 844, vol.l. R

’
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concluded, the sloop sailed away, for Britain still haé

t in occupying the Gulf of Aden. Within ten yesrs, however, "

2= situetion was different, Since 1812 Mohamed Ali's Bgyptian troops

nud been employed in the Arabian peninsula, first against the Wehabi, then

inst thelr own mutineers, and by 1835 against the Asiri, norith of the

vemen. By 1837 the Dgyptians controlled the length of the Red Sea
sireblan coast and Lord Palmerston, the British foreign secretary,
suspected Mohémed Ali of plans to capiture the whole Arabian peninsula,
thereby strengthening his hand in his quarrel with the dultan of iurkey,
«nd endangering British Indian interests in the Persian Gulf. In

August léB7 Palmerston warned Mohamed Ali against occupying any territory
ceyond the mouth of the Red Sea”and a month later the Government of

Zombay mooted the idea of occupying Aden, partly to forestall Mohamed Ali,
but zlso to provide a coal depot for the recently instituted steamer

service from India up the Red Sea 1o Suez, to control piracy and to

sgcure the coifee trade of the Yemen. On 16 Januwary 1839 a naval and

ry force captured Aden from the sultan of Lahj and Britain became

. Y, PO A . a L. 2
involved in the affairs of the Gulf of LdenS

In January 1840 all danger of Egyptian activity in the Gulf of Aden

¢isappeared as Mohamed Ali withdrew his troops from Aredbia to defend

i, P.R.0., Foreign Office Papers, Series 78, vol. 5185, Palmerston
to Campbell (4lexandria), no. 15, 4 Aug. 1837. .
2. Merston, Britain's Imperial Role..., DPP. 43-75.




but & new threat appeared in the form of the Trench.

&
o
'.‘I
o
o'

 Lorers irom rence had already made their way into Abyssinia and

o kingdom of Shoa, south of Abyssinia, and in 1840 +the

" nis ennounced the formatbion of an expedition by a French mercantile

I ., s -
shoat the Zast India Company reacted prompily to

y

news and instructed the political agent at Aden to '"take such 5teps
tly as would secure for Great Britain a preferenoe elther in a

or a Political point of view, or both, amongst the inhabitants
V2 7

that part of the African Coast which is opposite to Aden. Haines,
wie political agent, sent Capt. Moresby of the Indian Kavy to execute

wizse instructions saying that 'the settlement of any other furopes

mercial Agency or Military Station there would prove highly detrimental

4

ioresby found Berbera under the control of a Haebr Yunis Somali named

shirmerke who had helped save some of the crew of the Inglish

1825, and who was 'a true anc staunch friend of tne Ing lish“?

witrmerke offered Moresby land for Dullaan forts and houses and was

.y P. 1215 G. Douin, Histoire 4

1, Roma and Le Caire), voi. 3,

2. India Office Library, Secret Lebtbers Hecelved from &Lden (hereafter
1.0.7/8. L.Agon) vol. 47, Secret Committee +o Cmdx. 5.F. dsines
2 July 1840, cited in Brig.~Gen. J.W. Schneider (Lder resident) to
Govi. of Dorbuj, no. 216, 23 Dpec. 1874. '

I India Office Library, 40¢1u1ca1 and Secr et Letters Received from

© dden (hereafter I.0./14S iden), vol. 6, Haines %o Foresby, 12 iug.

1840 enclosed in Brig. —Ccn. J. Blair \&aon resident) to Govi. of
Soibay, no. 68/355, 23 Peb. 1885,

e 1.0. /Luu nuen/o, I :“sbj Haines, 24 fug. 1840, enclosed in Blair

$0 5
%o Covt. of Bombay, no. 8/5 5. 23 Feb. 1885.
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a2 o use his influence with the clans to make them conclude

1

1]
o
4
o

- -mgreial treaties British interests in Berbera were obviously

vne nands of such a man. Zeila, with its Tew stone houses and

L.ndred huts, was a different proposition, as it was entirely dependent

it L

< locha. In 1853 the Egyptians had captured MNocha, and when they

rew in 1640 its government was farmed oui to the unscrupulous
itndr

- . L -

riff Hussain; the sharifi in turn leased Zeila to his commander-in-
chief, Said Mohamed Bar, who sent a governor and troops to rule the port.
Lotning was to be gained by negotiations at Zeila, so Moresby sailed on
v the 1 arger town of Tadjoura, which, like Zeila, thrived on the

roduce and slaves of the hinterland. Tadjoura clzimed to bve

independent and was ruled by the Danakil sultan, so on 19 August 1840

Yoresby concludea a treaty with him by which the island of Moucha was

sold to Britain and the sultan agreed not to enter into any treaty with

eny other power that would be detrimental to British interests. There

5

vere also clauses guarenteeing the right of British subjects to trade at

4

Tadjoura. In a second treaty on 27 August’ the sultan sold +o Britain,
for 200 dollars and a barrel of cannon powder, the island of Bab, =&

barren rock in the onurance of Gubbet Kharab; in due time formal

cssession was taken of Moucha and Bab by the hoisting of the British

1. 1.0,/P&S ﬁQCi/6 Moresgby, %0 hn*nes« 24 hug. 1840, enclosed in Blair to
Govi. of Bombay, no. 08/)55, 23 TFeb. 1885, A ,

2. 1.0./P&S Adeﬁ/o, Hoines to MOZ@SOJ, 12 Aug. 1840, enclosed in Blailr 1o
Govt. of Bombay, no. 68/355, 23 Feb. 1885 -

5.  B.Herslet, The Mep of Africa by Treaty (3rd edn., London, 1909),

Memorandum. .. ! s PPe 9"10.

i, 408; F.0.C.P. 2432,
T Africa by Treaty (3r»d egdd.), i, 408

4. Hertsiet, The Map o




) - 1
4 30 the accompeniment of 2l-gun salutes, .

voresby sailed on O Mocha and on 3 September 1840 concluded a treaty
e e . ’ . 2 s o a s . .
Liir Seid Mohamed Bar tae propr ietor of Zeila. Like the Tadjoura treaty
i H;ov1acd that the governor of Zeila would not enter into any treaties
&

~n foreign POWEIS; British commerce was guaranteed and the island of
iipat was made over to Britain. On 29 September a Hindu merchant was
5

- roointed British commercial agent at Tadjoural

3

This was the first attempt by Britainzto exclude other powers from the
scushern shores of the Gulf of Aden. Any cher_European nation
sohlished there would have been able to counterbalance Aden's strategic
‘;5111 on near the mouth of the Red Sea, to monopolise the trade with
spvssinia and Shoa, and to cut off Aden's supply of livestock. For
_Hxse rcesons it became a principle of policy in Aden that the Somali
Ccast should always be independent. This fifst attempt was successiul,
“or wnen certain Frenchmen reached Berbera, Zéila and Tadjoura in the

[ T

-.=7 rzzr they bad to admit that they had been foresialled by the English.

in 1842 the shariff of Mocha subjected himself amd his possessions,

H

L. 1.0./P&S Aden/6, Lieut. Berker to Haimes, n.d., enclosed in Blair

to Bombay, no. 68/355, 23 Feb. 1885.
rtglet, The Map of Africa by freaty (3rd edn. }, i, 408-9; F.0.C.P.
132, 'Memorendum...', p. 155 an original of the treaty is

.
»

z={ I\

Loy

, Britainis Imperiasl Role..., P. 121; see also Douin,
' au Whédive ismail, vol.3, paxrt ii, 188-180.
s Imperial YOWV,.., pp. 127, 129.




~ziuding Zella, 1o the Porte; he was made Ottoman Pasha of Western

£

and Zeila theoretically returned to Turkey. On the spot

H

cwever, the situation was more complex, for in 1843 Haji Shirmarke

.
N

~rzm Berbera seized Zeila, imprisoned the shariff's NaYrJgou and
s~Tered to put the port under British protection; the Governmment of
¥

india rejected the offer on the grounds that Aden was merely a depot
for coals and that any intervention in the affairs of the African coast
would be expensive and uwnprofitable and might excite the jealousy of

. 1 - o C S N ]
¢ther HEuropean powers., Shirmarke's object seems to have been to make
rimself ruler of the Somali Coast; finding that the British would no:
serve his purpose he apparently submitted, as governor of Zeila, to the

ar s s T . . . 2 .
Turks, who dismissed Shariff Hussain and occupied Mocha in 18497 He
intrigued with the Turks to get Berbera placed under the Turkish flag,

tut with no result 5

Shirmarke's departure from Berbera left that area without any
organised authority and resulied in Britain's assuming the role of
A

policeman there!  The annual trade fair from October to April atiracted

thousands of peonle; in 1848 Lieut. Cruttenden from Aden wrote:

I tiarston, Britain's Imperial Rolc..., pp. 108~9.

2, Ivid., p. 149. : liem

i bid. . 181; I.0./8.L.iden/47, »olitical cgent,Ato Govi. of
A llie s H 3 9

ombay, 24 Dec. 1651 and 14 Feb. 1852, cited in Schneider to
:0vt. of Bombay, no. 216, 23 Dec. 1874.

- Marston, Britain's Imperial Role..., Dp. 113~4.,

G2 er =
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Fa

the height of the ia r, Berbera is a perieci Babel,
usion as in languages no cnilef is acknowledged, and
of bygone days are the laws of the place.
between the inlend tribes deily arise, and ax
the spear and dagger, .... Long strings o
arriving and departing dzy and niénu,....‘l

(=]
~
1

merchants were Hindus from India, and occasionally a ship was

o«

sent over from Aden to protect these British subjects, to prevent

sieving or to punish acts of piracy. The most frequent cause of

sievi
Eritish interférence lay in the quarrels between two lineage groups of
ine Habr Awal who disputed the ownership of Berbera;‘ in 1845 this led
:o.one 4roup, the Ayal Yunis, deserting Berbera for the unsatisfactoxry
Bulhar and taking much of the trade with them. In 1847
the [Rsa slauOhLOfed these unfortunate newcomers at Bﬁlhar. £11 this
tended to disrupt the supply of livestock to Aden and officers were

N

s « . ‘ . . ; 5 2
often sent to the Someli Coast to try to setitle the disputes|

In 1885 the attack on Lt. Burton‘s3 expedition at Berbera led 1o &

second British blockade of the Somali Coast. The object of the

1 ot Bupt Pipat Tootatens 46 og 6

1. woted by Burton, first Fooitstens... (1966 edn.), p. 22

2. Merston, Britain’s Imperial Role..., Dp. L144-8 & 161;
I.0./S.L.Aden/47, Schneider to Govi. of Bombay, no. 216, 23 Dec.
1847; F.0.C.P. 2432, Wemorandume..', D. 4. ’

3. Burton, (later Sir) Richard Francis, K.C.M.G. 1821-1890;
explorer and scholar; 1842 COﬂBerGQ to get h-pSLLL sent down

from Oxford and joined Indian Army; 1853 visited Mecca disguised

as a Muslim; 1854 jJourney o Harar; 1857-9 expedition with
Speke to Lake Lan”“njlfa, 7860 journey to Salt Leke City;
1861 Consul zt IFernando Po; 1885 Consul at Santos; 1869 Consul

at Damascus; lu/2 Consul at Trieste; wrote many books and
trans laued "The Arabisn Nights'.
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,“calulon was 1o explore tThe Somali country, to discover ithe sources
of the Mile and to travel overland from Berbera to Zanzibaw. Burton
wes v0 be accompanied by Lieutenants Speke and Herne of the Indian
trmy and Lieut. Stroyan of the Indian Navy.

-

In October 1854 there were two preliminary explorations. Speke

tried, and failed, to reach the Nogal Valley, and Burton, in the

spirit of his renowned journey to Mecca became the first Ruropean

1o venture into Harar. Speke landed on the Warsangeli coast neaxr
Las Koreh, a village of nine mud and stone houses and thirty huts; this

rea had already been briefly explbred by Lieut. Cruttenden in 1848?

fo

but Speke penetrated nearly forty miles inland and entered ihe territory

of the most northerly Dolbohanta before returning to the coast? Burton

lended at Zeila which he described as being about the size of Suez, with

a dozen large whitewashed stone houses and over two hundred hubs.

armed with matchlock, sword and dagger, and was intent on conguering

Herar and Berbera? Travelling through Gadabursi country Buriton reached

Sveke, John Hanning, 1827-1864; 1844 entered Indian Armys
1854 explored Varsangeli country; 1857-9 journey with Buriton

-
—’U.

1o Lake Tanganyika; 1858 discovered Lake Victoria; quarrelled
with Burton; 1860 with Grant traced most of Nile from
Lake Victoria to Kharto '

2. Marston, Britein's Imperd Hole..., D. 148,

3. Burton, Iirsi Footsiep edn.), P- 29; R.F. Burton

FMirst Footsteps in Kast
ii, 109-148; J.H.Speke,
of the Nile (~anbursn, 1804)
4. Burton, First Footsteps... (1966 edn.), pp. 53, 58 & 295.

to the Dlscovery of the S
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iuood b0 a sixth of its fommer size by the pet

" clens and lineage groups, aggravated by the intrigues of Haji
anarke. Nespite its decadence Burton was impressed with the.
cssibilities of Berbera and wrote
114 was with astonishment that T reflected upon the impolicy
of having preferred Aden to this place.... It is the

mceting-place of commerce, has few rivals, and with half the
sans lavished in Arsbia upon engiineer follies of stone and

ime, the environs might at this time have been covered with
houses, gardens, and trees.'2

crmercisl agency at Berbera under a political assistant from iden

oné naming the spot Llphinstone after the governmor of Bowbay Jihe
O L i O J e g
would guarantece hden's supply of livestock and become & base Ifor
tng prevention of the sleve trade from Jidda to Mombasa; as slavery

reased commerce would revive and the ancient prosperity of the Somali

5
1

st would be restored. Tle claimed that the Somalis would welcome the

power, conm
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_:irpiegically, too, Burton saw Berbera as important:

e rue key of the Red Sea, the centre of
ihe Hast African traffic, and the only safe place for shipping
upon the western Lrythroean shore, from Buez to Guardafui...
.is harbour has been coveied by many & foreign concuersr.

@mstences have thrown it as it were into our arms, and,
a

~

e ) ot
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In larch 1855 the expedition assembled at Berbera, but got no
further, for in the early hours of 19 April they were attacked by a’

section of the Habr Awal. Stroyan was murdered, Speke and Burton

were wounded, but escapsd to Aden. Robbery probably prompted the

siiack, though fear of British political intentions on the coast was

IS

5 , .2 ' ~ . cas -
not ruled ‘out as a motive. The Government of India were very critical

o
Ky
)

urton's failure to take elementary measures of precaution at Berbera,
and as & result he apparently lost favour with the Royal CGeographical
Society?

The attack gave Burton an additional reason for advocating the
cccupation of Berbera, and he wrote:

1 is then evident that this people cannot be trusted without
supervision, and equally cexrtain that vessels are ever liable

5

t0 be cast ashore in this paxrt of the Red Sea.... Yere one of
ine Peninsular and OrientdCompsny's vessels cast by any accident
L. Zurton, frst Footstewns,..(lemorial Edn.), i, xxi, also quoted
in 1966 edn. p. 33. . '
4. ¥erston, Britain's Imperial Role,.., p. 214; Burton, First
Footstens..., (1966 edn.), pp. 260-284.
3. Burton, first Footsteps..., (1966 edn.), p. ix.




n
o

upon this inhospitable shore, in the present siat

the lives of the passengers, and the cargo, would be placed

in imminent peril.t
Tne iden resident, Brigadier Coghlan, actually suggested landing troops

N

=i Bervera, as well as imposing a blockade and demanding a heavy
b;lnl;y from the Habr fwal as punishment for the outraget  Although

word Elphinstone was not averse to Burton's proposal to establish an

agency named after him, the Govermment of India were sirons zly opposed

. Z

10 w.e idea, and only sanciioned a bloc ade?

The blockade of Berbera was begun in September 1855, and Coghlan,
wno had made treaties with the Habr Gerhajis and Habr Toljaala
apolishing the export of slaves, urged on Bombay. the appointment of &
Sritish agent at Berbera 'to prevent others from settline in such
inconvenient proximity to Aden‘? his fears were increased by a rumour
weat the Turks intended to ocoﬁpy Berbera when the Britiéh bléc<ade
¢nded, and as ne vas recommending the lifting of the blockade on the
ground that the Habr Awal had been sufficientiy punished, he suggested

) . .

& treaty with Berbera, recognising its independence so as to exclude

other powers, for otherwise:

1. Burton, Iirst iootsteps... (1966 cdn.), pp. %4-5 and Memorial édn

' i, xoordii-soociii.

2. Burton, Iirst Footsteps.., (1966 edn.), p. 264; Marston,
Britein's Tmporial lole. .., o, 214 -

3. 1.0./S.L.Aden/4 ; minute by Elphinstone, 27 Mar. 1855, cited in

Schneider to Govt. of Bombay, no. 216, 2% Dec. 1874; Marston,
Sritein's Imperiel Role..., p. 214,
4o 1.0./S.L.iden/47, Coghlen to Govi. of Bomba 2y, 8 Nov., 1855, cited
in Schneider to Govt. of Bombay, no. 216, 2% Dec. 1874.




g thioush that outlet
wuu“” be diveriled;
L
oublesome entanglements ensue.
pvernment of India thought otherwise and would nol agree to
“the indevendence of the Somalis for:
expressed in a subdued form, this 1s in fact a
undertake the defence ol Berbera, and the Somal,
comers. | dhatever the go¢i07es oi Turkey or France
nor General deprecates a counter policy on the paxri of
which shall burden its Government witi tne obligation to
against lrance, or any other agoressor, a nook of Africa,
~% & distonce of 1600 miles from its res SOUTCES .« v 1€
the treaty with the Habr Awal of 7 Kovember 1856 marking the end of
¢ blockede merely guerantecd Dritain's right to trade at Berbera,
solished the slave trade and gave Britain the rignht to send a COSLthu
¢ ?e:bcraf and in October 1858 a buggalow carrying Turkish officers and
and cladim that the inhabitants were
tlouoieeomo entanzlements that Coghlan feared from Turkish rule
2 were illustrated by the course of events at Zeila. In

2

5

deposed Haji Shirmarke and put in his place a Danakil,
. ozhilan to Govi. of Bombay, 20 May 1856, cited
Govi. of Bombay, no. 216, 25 Dec. 1874; Marston,
crial ol 21y,
Govit. of India to Govi. of Bombay, 10 June
cited in Schneider to Govi. of Bombay, no. 216,
emorsncun by B. Hertslet (Libr’—fr‘l 7.0.) on
to sovereignty over the Somalil tervitor y 14 July,
Tregties. .. (4th edn.) xiii, 200-202.
. n/47, Coghlan to Govt. of Bombay, 2 Oct. 1858, cited
in uchneider to Govi. of Bombay, no. 216, 2% Dec. 1874.
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corest in Zeile, she did

e
[€

Shirmarke wetaliated by acts of piracy and even by o

of Fella, and in 1857 e was restored to ithe

.

"panice was Teviviig h

(9]
,:
i}
o
[p]
—
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9
o
=
=
jul
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r activity in the

0 0GCUD; in 1057), awd the French consular agent at
Lanbert, an negzotliating form whe purcnase of Chock, Ag

Tadjoura in 1859 he met w:

\D

5

thet he had been accldentally shipwrecked and

A~

haji Shirmnarke of

rdering him. In 1360 -a

k] L3

al Zeila, arrested Shirrerie,.appointed Abu

sovernor in his place, and took Shirmerke off to Hodeida to be
for the murder of Lambert. The Turicish

and the wretched man dled on bhoard the

suimarily appointed by the French, tended thereaiter 1o
ench, as opposed to British, interestis in Zeila and Tadjoure,

W55 NOW 'Iece as & dependency oi Zeila. France actually
iged Cbock in 18062, but boyond holsgting her flag and taking a

. b :
[.0./5. L. Aden/47, Govi. of
shlen o Govi. of Dombay, 9 Apr.
i Scineider to Govi. of Bombas,
: vo. 38-9; 1.0./Y
7, cited in Sehn
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The 18605 were a period of decline for the Gull of Aden; little
7 -
rancred put the slave 1s rade’ The Aden autnorities continued ©o
-wpfere in the affairs of Berbera and the coast to the east. - In
ntorie

he IMijertein hed looted a British ship and were bombarded as a

JRee) ull

’\D

wnighmenty four years later {ifvecn Britisn sailors shipwrecked on
.roir shores were murdered, and two British warships were sent ©o
srirect an apology from the sultan and supe rvise the executicn of
El

~averal Mijertein on the beach? There were continual efforts to
SOVer J

-revent slaving, and every year a ship from Aden stayed at Berbera
dmoubnout the fair, protecting British Indian traders and settling

dispuies. In 186%, however, the Indian NWavy was abolished and a

. o o 4o ' :
snip could no'longer be spared for this annual duty, which was much

segretted at Aden, for Abu Bekr and the Turks were trying to extend
their authority along the coast east of Zeila, and tax the inhabitenis

of Degaritas The Aden resident complained that this would only

. .
verpetuate the state of feud and disorder ou the coast, and be 'utterly

cubversive of the improvement in the state of these wild people, which

so much an object to introduce.?

I
)
[N
w0

i. Marston, Britain's Tmperial Role..., pp. 367-8

2. 1.0./S.L.Aden/4 7, Schneider to Govit. of Bombay, no. 216,
2% Dec. 1874, précis of correspondence.

3. F.0.C.P. 3568, memorandum by Hertslet, 14 July 1870.

4. India Office Library, Secret Leiters and unoloou*es from India
(hereafter 1.0./S L.;nd;u), Jan.-June 1870, memorandum by Col.
Sir W.L.Merewether (late Aden resident), June 1869, enclosed in
Govi. of India to Duke of Argyll (secretary of state for India),
no. 104, 10 June 1870.

5. ?.0. 78/%186, Merewether to Govi. of Bombay, no. 130,
24 Feb. 1866, enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 7 June 1866.
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peadcict

CnoJanu

«arships at AdenS

cmically a backwater of the
. g gl .
of the world.t On 17

ary

2

d managed to maintain the
imple treaties, and any fur

The

1870 there were Prussian, Dutch,

2

international politics.

9

ituation changed sud

indepen

ther involvement wa

5

ide

nly:

Indian Ccean,

November 1869

I

[}

The Gulf of Aden had been

s held to be
'In one day, the Red sSea,
became one of the main sea
the Suez Canal was opened.
panish, Efcncn and Ausirian
brought into the sphere of

”3

L

1 Role..., p. 385.



CHAPTER II1

THE BGYPTIAN OCCUPATION

' repruary 1870, an Rgyptian corvette, the 'Khard

rived at Bulhar. The pasha

aoioad ke

cople from selling their terrltory?

paraded

' ' B . 1
one of his policemen, a Somali, Subedar lohamed|

toum!

\,\..,
il

he then

Coast inde

to dissuade

commande

TLOops

I

sailed

the

i & large riol in Berbera on 15 March? so Russell sent a warship to

rrovest against the Lgyptian intexference.
~bera to find the Egyptian flag flying
busily engaged in distributing

<5, A ] - b
that the land a

Jemalli Pasha claimed

trade

H

wetween the clans and to restore

wag there merely to prevent bloodshed

from the mud.fort, and the
presents and settling local

already belonged %o tne

on

Tne efforts of this agent resultied

The British ship arwived at

When the fair ended in April

<. This men went to Harar with Burton, who cglled him the 'Hammall
(porter). What purports to be & picture of him appears in
Pirst Footsteps..., and is embossed in gilt on the covers of the
Iemorial edition.

Ze 1.0./5.L.Aden/45, Russell to Govi. of Bombay, no. 35, 11 Feb. 1870,
no. 47, 25 Feb. 1870, and no. 51, 4 Mar. 1870.

N 1.0./8.L.Aden/45, Russell to Govi. of Bombay, no. 587 18 Mer. 1870.

L. 1.0./9.L.Aden/45, Russell to Jemeli Pasha, 7 Apr. and 19 Apr. 1870
Jemali Pasha to Russell, 17 Apr. 1870, Russell to Govi. of Bombay,
no. 74, 21 Apr. 1870, all enclosed in Russell to eryL*, no. 14/470,
25 Apr. 1870; I1.0./S.L.India/Jan.-June 1870, Govt. of India %o
irgyll, no. 104, 10 June, 1870. ' '



. . 3 - O > " - + .
ertoum® sailed away, leaving Berbera almost deser

tne dgyptian a ct*v1tJ on the Somall Cozst was a part oI

ing pursued by Khedive Ismail, a policy which

~oTn Lo man A [ U S, S B 4.1
of Bgypt round Cspe Guardaiul into ine

on Ocean, and up the whole valle f the Nil
an Oc , and up the whole valley of the Hile

C

er dononomr ted at Assab, on the Red Sea, in July 1870, when
s yptian troops landed at a spot recently purchased by an Italian

.. . A 3. T . Yy 2 il oy A : '
sizemship company, and lowered the Italian flag. Bgypt laid claim to
ire African coast as far as Cape Guardafui on the grounds that it had
ciweys been Turkish, and that it was included in the provinces of

cssawe and Suakin which were ceded to Egypt by firman on 27 May 18667

Russell denied the validity of the claim and asserted that the

Semelis wished to keep their independence; he feared that Dgyptian

wzle would ruin the Somaeli coast and stop Aden's livestock supply, and

ne urged that Britain should protest to Turkey or Egypt and insist on

ey

ie For the Lgyptien expansion in

Coast see: Marston, Britain's
M, Sabry, L'Lmpire Loyplienne
francaise {(186%-1879) (Paris, ‘
exhavstive Histoire du Hegne du Khédive Tsmail, 1. 3%, part 11,
227-240; 250-279, and vol. 3, part iii, 547-627, which gives th
story in great detail. '

2. F.0.C.P. 2432, 'Memorandum...,' p. 52.
3. Ibid., p. 5L Sabry, L'impire Egyptienne..., ». 589; and I'.0.

78/%186, Chérif Pasha {Lgypiian minister for foreign affairs) to
Col. Stanton (British consul-general, nle""ndrwu,, l June 1870
enclosed in Stanton to Darl of Clarendon (secretary of sitate for
foreign affairs), no. 60, 3 June 1870.



The Government of India agreed that

~.mcnctrance should be made at government level, but waimed Aden to
- . e L e -
ic eny further involvement with Egyptians or Turks on the spot. The
irn Office, however, was not satisfied that Britain was. entiiled to

- .

"It may be convenient to Aden that the Turks should

0.

N

sputing their right to do s0, '“and there the matier rested for

tre position remained undetermiped on the Somali Coast. Aden
centinued to interfere:  the Mijertein were blockaded in 1871 for
ering tne steward of a British steamer, and the Warsangeli weré made
1o pay reparation for robbery and piracy in 1873. At Berbera, however,

e Dritish were replaced as peacemakers by the Egypiians. Fach trading

on an Lgyptian warship arrived, troops were landed, the Egyp

. . . n

cizted on shore, disputes settled and presents distri

2 yoptlen governor was appointed over the whole African coast from Suez

e

Lo Guardafuil. Lgain the Aden resident suggested to Bombay the wisdom

mas
& this garrison and

. 1.0./8.L.4den/45, Russell to Govi. of Bombay, no. 74, 21 Ape. 1870.
. 1.0./8.L.India/Jan.~June ‘8/0 Govi. of India to Argyll, no. 104,
10 Juhe 1870.

©v F.0. 78/3186, F.0.-to I.0., 8 Aug. 1870.
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¢s find a serious falling off in the trade of this Port....! :
i - - v .
crote; butb even this appeal to the llnlﬂClu* consequencayr of dnaction

-<1ed to move the Govermment of India.

= cach amual visit the Egyptisns became more involved in the alfairs
«f Zerbera. In 1873 they took hostages from the various lineage groups
ttempt to keep the peace on the trade Toutes and in Berbera, and

this failed they threatened o blockade Berbera, much to the alara

. . , . . . 2
-z the hden resident, who saw his livestock supply at their mercy
S a ¥ By «

permanent Egyptlan garrison being sent, Reuters

Ay

”'QfO_'CGd Uhdu 'tht,‘ 11;5’ tians vere g Oi;;" tO bulld. and QCCu Py <l IOI't Cui:
Pty VD S S
big& hed the pOSSi bi li by OL 1 ebu.i ld.i Ilg

merchants were encouraged to sebttle

t Berbera under the promise of Hgyptian

rrotection, and expeditions were plamnned inland.

rzced with this extension of Bgypitian activity the authorities 2%

ien asked for instructions and the matter was ref ferred to London. At
e same time the guestion was raised in an entirvely different guarter;

t+

[
@
}.J
w
l__l
o
[
€,
1]

o dnedive asked Britain to relinguish her sovereignty over t

. I.0./5.L. den/46, Maj-Gen.Sir C.W.Tremenheere (Aden resident) o
Govi. of Bombay, no. 55, 9 Mer. 1871.
. 1.0./8.L.Aden/46, Capu.ﬁ.m.“uate: assistant resident, iden) to
Schnedder, 9 Oct. 1873, enclosed in Schneider to Argyll, no. 6%/1044
22 Oct, 1873; Schneider to Govi. of Bom ay, no. 284, 25 Nov. 1873
. 1.0./8.L.India/16, Govt. of India to Argyll, 21 Wov. 1873. _
. 1.0./8.L.Aden/47, Schneider to Govi. of Bombay, no, 50, 20 Mar. 1574.
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;
. vetain commend of the Gull of Tadjoura.

“iasoof Moucha and Albat was allowed to drop, and N0 answer was
. .: 5o the Knedive, but Egyptian activity at Berbera demandec &
sitive declaration of policy. The Foreign Office hesitated

nelly acquiescing in BEgyptian influence on the Scmall

¢

o
[}
Nl
£
}—J.
(-L
}_J
e}

. ' ; 2 s N
.—ovided Aden's supplies were guaranteed, and a fear oi what
~apnen H0 these supplies 1f Bgypt ever became hﬂ;“leQQLJ to

w7 1% was decided to lay the whole matter before Mr., Gladstone

‘n: Cobinet, for as Lord Tenterden mimuted: 'We ought to have some

5

wgy the ouestion reached CGladstone, however, he had been replaced
% b ? Py

{on 20 Pebruaxry 187 nd Lord Saligbury began uO pursue a
\ 3

[
]
o
}.J
o
(@
Hy
)
*_7
[}
(0]
H

eviving Palmersion's polic
& I

X . 6
Bgyptien power beyond the Bab el Mandeb -
~icuiarly unprofitable pOLle as the Bgyptians were already beyond

Loocirails. The Foreign Office saw the futility of a 'policy of

: g
“rron vrotests end constant antagonism to the Hgyptien Govi., ' and
_.v./u.g.&ﬂuja/l[, Govt., of India to Marquis of Salisbury
secretary of state for India), no. 78, 1 May 1874.
/3/)7 rmemorandun by Sawnderson, 19 Jan. 1874.
6/ d7 memorandum by J.E.B.Dashwood (senior clexk, 1.0.),

‘074.

nt under secretary of state, Foreign Office

T W

w3 *J\

o e

/5187, minute, %1 Jan. 1874, on memorandum DJ ashwood
jen. 1874.
78/%187, 1.0. to #.0., 7 Aug. 1874.
.00 78/3187, 1.0. to P.O. Aue. 1874, minute by Tenferden, n.d.
b 3 S 3



in this opinion by Maj.-Gen.

on, the cengul-general at Alexandria, who wrote:

.. establisnment on the Somall Coast of a

. el - A e g = I S P L RN

- u,:aulan CapuOlU of suppressing the interx
i of

woald appear to offer more zeri
relations witn the British possessions at iAden
afforded by the existing Conmercial Qrcaties
with the Sheikhs of Berbera, Zelila and Tadjoura

[ S

Zeseribed Indie's fears that an Egypitian occupation woulu endanger
n's supplies as ‘chimerical' and claimed that far from

- 1

to be developing it. Undex the ‘enlightened?

2y

tne Ngyptians appeared
ciiey of the Lgyptian Government ne forecast that export duties would 1
da

nlnel, the slave trade diminished, trade protected and all other

powers excluded from the Somali Coastl

Yoo matter was finally settled by & decision of Lord Worthbrook's

to accept the facts and recognise Ezypbien zuthority

» whe Somalil Coast for the sake of good relations with Zgypt and

. ' s o o 2
Loucy and to prevent other kuropean nations getting & Loothol thnere.

i India Office, whilst accepting tiis were still not
to admit the legality of Egypit's claims and were in Favour of

& concession, an act of grace, in & convention with




---% yhich would guarantee Aden's supplies, abolish the slave trade on
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‘.0 do the whole ihing ourselves - to assume Tl
© {he Somali Coast - build lighthouses - keep
3 icivilized Govis. -~ coore
stc.! was "An effectual course - but cost

ted by the Govt. of India, - & sitil
eringly followed Lﬁ.‘2
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Teoisiohs in the India Office wer
nzd to be sent from London to Calcutta, thence to Bombay, thence to Aden,
and then all the way back again, eand while the question of wﬁeﬁher io
recognlse Bgyptlan sovereignty dragged on, events did not stand still
¢n the Somall Coast. In 1873 Redwasn Pasha, in command of the ammual
visit to the coast, extended Lgyptian influence eastwards by giving a

of Bl Darad; in the next year he began to

Most importent, however, was his action in
e autwmn of 1874, when he closed Bulher so as to divert all trade to
Lorpera, where he gave Arab mprchanus a monocpoly for exportinz ghee and

o

restricted the export of sheep. The price of gnee at Aden doubled and

. ¥.0. 78/3188, I.0. to P.0., 25 Mar, 1§875.

. 1.0./8.L.India/19, Covt. of India to Selisbury, no. 184,
9 Oct. 1874, minute by Sir H.Bartle Frere {(vice-president of the
India Council), 6 Nov. 1874.

e 1.0./8.15. ﬁden/47 dun er to S hralaer, 24 mov 187L enclosed in
QA

Report, no. 45, % Dec. l8/+.
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be extended %o

. 2 yon , . . .
;. Hunter, to Berbera to protest, but without result

to be acting on higher orders at the same ftime Schneider

repned the news of- the closure of Bulhar to London, and the consul-

reral 2t Alexandria was insitructed to protest strongly and ask for the

N

. A '
ssirictions to be immediately removed. ™ The Khedive and his ministers

cenied all knowledge of the olo sure of Bulhar, and any wish to interfere
with trade, and promised to send Mcl 1llon Pasha (an ex—-officer of the

hoyal Havy) to meke an enquiry.

certain of the Habr Awal linea age

e

Tie closure of Eulhar also annoye

) 1 3 3

sroups who had been accustomed to trade there,-and they began to plunder

T, 1.0./5.L.4iden/47, Aden News Report no. 42, 11 Nov. 1874; Schneider
to Govt. of Bombay, no. 202, 23 Nov. lu7A; Aden News Heport no. 44

27 Rov, 1874.

2. nter, Frederick Mercer (later Lieut.-Col. ., C.Bf; 1861 joined
indian Army; 1871 Bombay Political Depi., and assistent political
resgident, Aden; 1881 Tirst consul for the Somzli Coast; later
pelitical agent and consul for the Somzli Coast; 1889-1895
political agent in Cutch, Kolhapur, 5. Maratha country and Mahi
Kerntha; died 1898. .

3. L.O /S.L.Aden/4T, Schneider to Govi. of Bombay, no. 202, 25 Nov.1874.

. 0. 78/3187, Derby to Stanion, 26 Nov. 1874.

3 ﬁhO. 78/3187, Stanton to Derby, no. 115, 26 Dec, 1874; 1.0.

1

76/%188, Stanton to Derby, no. 6, 14 Jan..
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Ggypbians were unable to enicrce

Trmey e
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Lir suthority over une somalis beyond the range of thelr ships' guns

<ne flow of trade into PBerbera diminished Schneider wrote in

~

Somali country has not been zo disturbed as

rears, & dnomy OplulOP it is en71rely to be bribu
tednvan Bey's act in having closed Bulhar as & place of
e _:\,‘O‘:"\j . 2

Berbcra in February 1875, arranged a peace with the

and wndertook that they would be perie CLLJ free to use

J

Season. He reported that Redwan nad never

F

the closure of Bulhar but that the clanms had simply deserted 1%

o]

P
BRI ¢

better herbour at Berbera, & conclusion which seems to have been
he facts? and which.did little to reasswre Schnelder

Ciout the security of supplies for Aden, which now ned & population of

N

£5,000 and en ever-increasing number of ships calling for provisions

Surther trouble arose from an act of piracy committed ageinst an Aden
Liow by some Hebr Toljaala residents of El Darad.

-

ke restitubtion by the Aden authorities they admiticd the crime butl

Schneicer

T.0./F&S iden/2, hden Liews Reporis, .
20 Jan. 1875, and no. 6, 11 Feb 187

z 7.0. 78/%188, Schneider to Stanton, 22 Feb. 1875,
enclosed in Stanton to Dexrby, no. 43, 1875.

5. 1.0./P%3 Lden/2, Schneider to Govi. ol Bombay, no. 26,
24 Feb. 1875; no. 55, & Apr. 1875.
7.0, 76/5168, Schneider to Stanton, no. 140, 22 Feb. 1875,
encloged i to Derby, no. 4%, 18 Mar. 1875.
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N

-ed that i these men were allowed to escape punishment by pleading
would be a gomplete breakdown of oxdtr on the
grapned for permission %o bombard Bl Tarad and
The matter was complicated because

3

ty
IS
o

®

or this reason neithe

Fy

T TvA 2 o
i parad, an

noxr the Foreign 0ffice, were prep pared to saaction

wembardment; et they were unable to protest to Lgvnt because they had
PRV bl v O

1 x 2 4.
ne Egyptian claims to sovereigniy over the coast: It

wnn thise qguandary which finally persuaded the India Office that the

nsible course was to recognise Egypiian suzerainty, thereby establishing

Z .
the coast? leanwhile at Aden a dhow

fup

20

ad had beern impounded and the pirates were forced to make

in view of the Egyptian expansion towards Cape Guerdafui, Briiain

ircided to secure Socotra, an island which appeared to have siratexic

it dominated the African approaches to the Gulf of ident Cn

.

vary 1876 the Aden resident concluded a treaty with ©

watnn, wao undertook never to part with the island, except o Britain

. J0./26S Aden/2, Scimeider tel. o Govi, of Bombay, 5 Jan. 1875.
.O. from

I folivical and Secret Letiers and Enclosures Received
in (hereafter I.0./P&S India), vol. 1 Govt. of India %o
Salisbury, no. 10 PoL.. 15 Jen. 1875; F.0. 78/3188, I1.0. to 7.O.
3 Feb. 1875, minuie by Teaterden, 17 F b. 1875.
g
T

Q{\')\’

0. /8/;186, I.0. to #.0., 23 Maxr. 1875.
1.0,/P&S sde n/z Schne der to Salisbhbu rj,
Political und bcc ne
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in's Imperial Hole..., pp.




—~zchinery for working out the terms ol ithe convention, in May 1875,

:31 4% was signed by the Knedive's foreign minister in its final
september 1877, 1t underwent many alterations.
Tn the beginning the Foreiga fffice proposed that one of the

scnditions in the convention should be & Turkish disclaimer of

vereienty over the Arab itribes near Aden, a matbter which nad recentl)
Ve ILCLE J 7 "

vszon causing friction with the Porte, but this stipulation was soon

dropped’wnen the ambassador at Constantinople said thaet the renunciation

\ - 1 . e ' . ..
cculd never be obiained| On his recommendation also, it was decide

d

15 recognise not the sovereignty of the Khedive over the Somali Coasth,

5 -

~ui the sovereignty of the Sultan and the hereditary zdministration

cf

e Knedive. Another early proposal was that Britein should surrender

<ne islands of Moucha, Aibat and Bab to Turkey, provided that France . -

ot

. > .
[N . - - - ~ Pl
~¢linquished her claim to Obock; but

~

¢lear that Frence had no intention of ceding Obock; and if the cess

his was dropped when it becar
gt

ne

ion

of CUbock was to be & sine qua non, preliminary to British recognition of
rish sovereignty, Tenterden felt ‘probably we mey have to wait till
. ) ~ in L. .. L4
Lcomsday to get the matter of the Coast jurisdiction settled.'’ Delay

in concluding the convention was undesirable, for all the time Egyplian

i¢ facto authority on the coast was increasing, making British recognition
i ?.0. 78/3188, Ellioct to Tenterden, private, 19 July 1875.
2. #.0. 78/%188, Derby %o Stanton, no. 63, 10 Nov. 18‘3.
b 7,0. 78/3188, ‘Staenton to Derby, no. 162, 11 Dec. 1875; minute
25 Dec. 1875 by Tenterden on Stanton to Derby, no. 161 Dec. 1875.
DA ? ~ H
875.

4 ".0. 78/%188, Tenterden to &lliot, private, 23 Dec.
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the mein conditions in the convention was that Zella, Tadjoura,

sers, Sulhar and the other ports coming under I
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~zo ports, and that no monopolies should be allowed there, so as 1o

season of 1875-~6, and strengthened

tition did occur in the trading
srivain's determination to obiain an assurance that itrade would be

In September 1875 McKillop returned io the Somali Coast and

~.fused to re-open Bulhar as Zella end Berbera had so meny more advantages

“he reasoning was correct, but the fact remained that some of the lineage

smoups preferred Bulhar and would not use the other porits; consequently
2 ) .
Zenfs trade again suifered. Britain protested and persuaded the Khedive

ic order the re-opening of Bulhar, but. the necessary instructions did not

Berberz until the end of the traeding season in March 1876,

.L]

ital imporiance to the welfare end comfori of the
ion at Aden that the Ports on this

open marits from whence Aden can obi
neretofore a constant and wnresiricted sunbly of
rrovisions and other necessaries.?? '

0./P&S. Aden/2, Schneider to Sal lisbury, no. 51, 18 Sept. 1875.
/ &S haen/j, Schneider to Govi. of Bombay, no. 59, 14 Mar. 1876.
8/318,, Stanton %o Derby, no. 127, 7 ipr. 1876.
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“nedive and hils ministers agreed to declare Berbera and Bulhar

but wished to collect cusioms dues 2t Zeila znd

nst the £T15,000 annual tribute to Turkey

i : : -

on these Two poris Dritain acquiesced, and

- T : N AP 3 FORNIPES L S, T e AT e
ordinsly the Khnedive gave formal undertaikings thet Berbera and
CONUALE S . )

sort dues at Berbera should not exceed those levied ai Aden5

-

These assurances secured Brifain's mein inierests, but she also

Egypt should establish order along the coast so as to
crevent plracy, prohibit absolutely the export of slaves and attempt

Lo stemp out the slave trade in the interior. The Xhedive tried to

. . N n - Tl . . PO IS JRRR T -u-\'_ ER - LTS . LN
cergain over thils condition, claiming that he could not pronibit either
wne coastal or interior slave itrade wnless his rule was recosnised over
‘ N . ) o . T o
iie whole Scmali country as far south as the River Juba. Ismaill had

4+ 5

siready attempted to extend his authority that

=y
[O)

r south by means of a

filibustering expedition under McKillop, who left Berbera in October

LTy

1875 end seized Brav

o

and Chisimaic, towns under the sovereignty of the

sulten of Zanzibar. The sultan’s flag was hauled down and his troops

- 77 0 2 4 7 a4 - b ey 7§ Ll * s )
i 7.0. 78/3189, C.i.Cookson lecting consul-general, Alexandria)
to Derby, no. 237, 8 Aug. 1876.
2. 7.0. 78/3189, H.C.Vivian (consul-genersal, Alexendria) to Derby,
no. 4%, 2 Dec. 18763 Vivian tel. to Derby, 9 Mar. 1877.
Zo ?.0. 78/3189, Vivian to Derby, no. 255, 135 Aug. 1877.
o~ ——m : . - = Wt
L, F.0. 78/3189, Cookson %o Dexby, no. 237, & Aug. 1876.



Gentions and trade with the Alxrican lakes and
. southern Hile. Although Britain favoured the esLa*llsbﬁeuu of
~conzrule over the Indian Ocean coast, and was Lo see a itrade
.o opened from the lakes, she wag bound ¢ zide with the sulten of

v

Vnen Igmell renmewed his claim to the coast as far as +the Piver Juba,

(=]
«

4

ish Government werc not disposed 4o regard it

- e s
<owrclore, the Bri

cwveurably;  they looked upon MeKillop's expedition as 'an unproveked

; o ot o n . - 2 i a an
he Territories of a friend and 2lly,'S rezarded the

& 1 th
reaive's claim as 'absurd'” and refused to recognise Rgypbian sovereigniy
of Zanzibar's territory. The Khedive replied that he saw

it invelve him in the

ntering into an agreement

o

snonsibility for suppressing the slave trade witnout any corresponding
" e Eal - N ,LZ} 3 B 1 FEOL . ~ e [ A 8 A3y -, . o 3. - A 4.0
cNVLntage ror agypit;y  but bBritein met this with o threat o abandon the

o v v e . . 5 o . . .
Lorotiations and regard the Somalis as independent? The Khedive vieldec

5, parv 1iii,
- Cahyn

5 e _«_’-/
cxploitation of
ihe

Tagth
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. £.0. 78/3189, minute by W.H. Wylde (senior clerk, ¥ 0.), 19 iug.
1876, on Cookson to Derby, no. 237, & iug. 1876.
W ! z p a. 87 5 L above
Ne

[O 9 . o
mute by Tenterden, 23 hug. 1876
0. 78/%189, Vivien to Derby, no
e N + i T

0. 78/3189, I1.0. to ¥.C., 27 Jan

feb. 1877; Vivian to Derby, no. 41,



- ~zed To & conventlon in which Britfain would recognisc his
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ietion as iar as Gua:ua.-..al, out @ 1Iorinlgny Llaler ae asked 11 tihis
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e exitended to Ras Hafun, ninety miles souin, where there was &
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sovereignty, and so Dritain agreed

oL

The Somall Coast Convention was signed by the Igyptisn minister fox
“rreign affeirs and uhc British consul-general on T September 1877.

tein recognised the Khedive's jurisdiction under the suzerainty .of

yoi
<t

“ne Sublime Poxrte, over the Somall Coast as far as Res Hafun. The

fuiey

that Berbera and Bulhar would be free poris, and that

.o a1l other ports import dues should not exceed 5% and export dues 1%;
> promised Britain 'most favoured nation' treatment, and undertoo
nzi nene of the te tory would e be ceded to any foreign er.

sritein was given the right to appoint consular agents on the coast.
.oe ¥hedive promised to suppress the slave trade and keep order as far
wo Iervera, and to endeavour to do so between Berbera and Ras Hafun.

Lo finel clause sitated that the agreement should come into operation as
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con as the sulten of Turkey geve a forme

. ?.0. 78/3189, Vivian o Derby, no. 41, 21 Feb, 1877.
. .0. 78/3189, Vivian to Derby, no. 47, 4 Mar. 1877.



territory thus recognised as Bgyptian would be ceded on any pretence
L ] - . 1
whatever to any foreign power. .

At the time the convention was signed, Turkey was at war with Russia,
but after the Congress of Berlin had, for a while, settled the Fasiern
Question, Salisbury (now foreign secretary) sent the Turkish Government
a copy of the convention, pointing out that it was favourable to Turkish
interests, recognising, as it did, the Sultan's sovereignty, and asked
for the Sultan's declaration necessary to bring the convention into

R 2 s . . . .
force. Salisbury was anxious for the convention to take effect as it

was. 'our only security against other European Powers obtaining a footing

opposite Aden.'j

¥Yhilst Britain had hitherto édmitted Turkish sovereignty over the
coast as far south as Zeila, Turkey now claimed ﬁhat thevSomali Coast
to Ras Hafuh had always unquestionably belonged to the Sultan?'and
ordered the new Khedive (Tewfik Pasha) officially to take possession of

the coast between Zeila and Ras Hafun in the niame of the Sultan5 S0 as

to exclude other powers. This order embarrassed Tewfik whose finances

1. Hertslet, The Map of Africa by Treaty (3rd edn.), ii, 615-6;
0. 78/3189, Vivien to Derby, no. 246, 4 Aug. 1877.

2. F.0. 78/3190, Salisbury to Sir A.H.lLayard (ambassador at
Constantinople), no. 1224, 10 Oct. 1878.

5. . F.0. 78/3%190, minute by Salisbury, 30 May 1879, on minute
by H.S8.C.Jervoise (assistant clerk, F.0.), 27 May 1879.

4. F.0. 78/%190, Layard to Salisbury, no. 525, 21 June 1879.

5e F.0. 78/5191,-Layard tel. to Salisbury, no. 529, 7 July 1879.
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ere in no position to allow of an expeditlon in 1879, so he temporised
snd replied that the Egyptians had hoisted the Turkish flag on the coast

. L
some yeers previouslyw

ct

oo . 2 ; . o
In the Foreign Office Sanderson  minuted that the Tuxkish claim to

ok
£
©

sovereignty over the Somali Coast'had ‘zbout as much foundation as

cieime of the Klnb of Bngland to be cal“ed Kings of PFrance' and that

38
k-
r .
po

in's obgect in arranw1ng the convention was not to establish direci
turkish Tule over the coast but to recognise it as a portion of Lgyptian

territory on condition that neither the Khedive nor the Sultan should
ever cede any part of 1tf Eventually the Porie drafted a firman

conferring on the Khedive the territory between Zeila and Ras Hafun, in

o

return for the power to 70vy tribute for this concession in the hope of

sgueezing something out of Egypt if ever the Somali Coast became
vrofitable. It was proposed to add an assurance o Britain that none

gt

of the terr 1Lo“y should be alienated.

I'rom October 1879 onwards, Sir Austen Layard, the British ambassador

1. #.0. 78/%191, F.C.Lascelles (acting consul-general, Alexandria)
to Salisbury, no. 511, 15 Sept. 1879.

2, Senderson, Thomas Henry (later lst Baron Sanderscn), G.C.B.,
K.C.M.Goy 1841-1923; 1859 entered Foreign Ofiice; became private
seo*euary to Earl of Derby and zerl Granville; 1894-1906
permanent under secretaxry of state for foreign affairs.

Fa - F}O.‘78/9L9¢, minute by Senderson, 26 Aug. 1879, on I1.0. o F.0.,
20 Aug. 1879. ‘ .

4o F.0. 78/5797‘ E.B. Malet (agent & consul-general, Alexandria)

t (age &
Ctel. to- l;stIj, no. 664, 25 Sept. 1879, no. 874, 29 Sept. 1879.



4%t Constantinople, waged a futile struggle with the Porte to
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rirman officially issued; he was frequently promised t
ooint of being signed by the Sultan, but nothing came of it. In.

December he was driven to write:

17 zm almost in despair on account of the difficulty of
getting matters setiled here. The whole machine of the
State is out of order - and its repair and reform are beyond
the strength and capacity of any living Turkish Statesman.'

Salisbury, disturbed by Italian activity at Assab in 1880, continued to
press for-action by the Sulten, as did Granville who succeeded Salisbury
et the Foreign Office in April 1880. At about this time Turkey
suggested taking possession of the coast herself, but, as Sanderson

; LR 3 e P ier Ot ‘A Y - art admermat 1
wrote, 'This is, happily, nol very probable under present circumstances.',
znd he added 'It would be entirely conirary to cur objecis. Turkish
rule being quite ruinous under such circumstances to the locality

e 2.
aénministered. !

The matter dragged on. In April 1882 Lord Duiferin, the new

embassador at Constantinople, reporited thet the Sultan had promised an

- A
) " 5 = b IR o I -
enswer within a week; eleven months lavter the secreitary of the cmbassy
. A
' - e s R S ' o o
reported that he was still walting. The necessery firman never was

1, Salisbury Papers (hereafter, Sal.P.), A/17/7%, Layard to Salisbury,
private, 17 Dec. 1879. - S

2. " F.0., 78/319%, memorzndum by Sendewrson, 1 May 1880.

3 #.0. 78/3%497, Dufferin to Granville, no. 289, 18 Apr. 18862.

4, 7.0.0.P. 4940, H.Wyndhan (secretgry of embassy, Constantinople)
to Granville, wo. 162, 19 Mar. 1883.
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Sulten from signing 1t, but it was probably due to a mixiure of Turkish
DULT 3 2 k )
procrastination and suspicion of British motives. Lacking the Sulitanfs

s

zssurance the Somali Cousv Convention never came into force,. and Britain

never formally recognised Turkish sovereignty or Egyptian jurisdi

o
¢t
-t
3
o

over the territory, u1tnoaon British officials at Aden were ordered %o

deal with the Egyptians on the coast as the de facto existing authorities

In 1874 and 1875 the Hgyptians had left a guard of Arab mercenaries in

. —.. “j -

the *ort at Beroera during the slack summer ﬂontns, but when they

rcturned in September 1875 it was to begin a permanent occupation,

Redwan Pasha, the governor, supervised an ambitiocus development programme.

5

L piped water supply was brought to the town, and an iron lighthouse,

Jetty, @ pier and customs houses were constructed. About half a mile

west of the Somali huts he bullt the ‘Sheaab’, the Egyptian official

‘ s ) ' . R .
quarter, consisting of barracks, houses, a mosque and a hospital. 4 tex
was levied on eacin hut- erected in Bo“oera, and Somalis were forbidden to
cerry arms there? Disputes between the surrounding lineage groups. were

6

was occupled by over 800 troops. An outpost

a

i, privete, 11 FPeb. 1880
2. JF.A.E.Loch (Aden Resident),
S nall, vol. 3, part ii, 279.
i, TS, .
5. S,Te§zer) to Scnnelc@~;
aly \assigvant resident,
l?ly.lﬁ%=.aw1@ws
G iden mows Reyport no. 9,
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1 - .
wes opened at Bulhar“although little was done to develop that port, and

S

o postal steamship service was instituted between Aden, Berbera, Zeila

. . 2. ’ P . n o .
znd Tadjoura. .

[}

An Igyptian historian, Mohammed Sabry, has written:

, la v1llc de Berbera... comnenca a aporecier le
e de la paix ewyvtle ne sur ces cotes lﬁﬂO%Dlu?LIOTCo....
¢ gouverneur egyptien de Berbera avail ainsi reussi, en

AN

-

V4 . . .
quelques amnées, a en faire un magnifique port qui faisait
palir Aden,.... '

0. SOUS l'influence bicenfaisante de 1'l Bgypte ces nomades
plLlards et querelleurs se transformaient peu & peu en
seaeutalres susceptibles de devenir par la suite des citoyens.'

N

abry's book, however, is violentl ro-Egyptian and must be treated
./ ? ’ B ; SV & ‘
cautiously; .undoubtedly he exaggerated the benefits of Egyptian rule,

but much of what he said was borne out in a report by Capt. Hunter who

.
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Berbera in 1880 and wrote:

Tt should be honestly admitied that Egypt has done much for
Zerbera. That Port. has been converted - from a mere creek,
badly supplied with water, whose goods were embarked in the
fair season under considerable difficulbies, and which was
always filled with a disorderly turbulent uopulation in
perpetual conflict wilh one another - into a secure harbour
Wi

p<i
-

th a good light nouse and a fine pier, alongside which native
crafit can lie at ail times of the tide. Weter hes been

into the settlement in that the very desext
“beginning to assume the aﬁuearance of ontinental public
garden. IFountains pl: rections, and the India
rubver tree, sugarcan COLLOA and other useful shrubs were
growing - of course in 1soi°Loc instanc luxuriously.

ances - yet
“he lawless Soma; have been ccerced inioc subjection, none are
ellowed to wear arms and they are as quiet in their demeanour
as when r-siding.a iden and 211 this has been accomplished

i, ws Report no. 8§, 235 Feb. 1876.
2. s neport no. 47, 2 Dec. 1875.
y - R o
e 6.

'ne“"’ PP 92"‘\ 415-
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without trade being more severely taxed than, as already
noticed by a 2 per cent ad valorem duty.'-

There can be no doubt that in the first five years of their occupation

the Egyptians did far more for the Somali Coast than the British werc

¢

to do later in the first five years of their protectorate. ‘

Consequent on tne firmen granting Z ila to the Khedive in 675
Egyptian troops landed there and made it theilr base for an expedition

to Harar which’
W

was governed in = barbarocus fashion by Emir ihmed, one of a
amily Uthh had for long held dominion over the country.

he fertility of Harrar excited the ambition of Ismail Pasha.
was annexea, and in 1874 (sic) the reigning Emir was put

4
U
o death by Raouf Pasha, himself a bad specimen. of a bad ClaSS 12
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Harar was cccupied in November 1875; in the same month an Bgyptian
_i) /s S

force unapf nan21nrcr Pasha which had landed at Tadjoura and was

meking for Shoa in order to co~operate with King Menelik againsit

Lbyssinia, was annihilated by the Dwna l5 At Herar, Reouf Pasha

o}
Q

vas surrounded and isolated by vnu Gallae and large reinforcements had

, ) I . . ~ . . 4 .
t0 be sent from Zella to ine of communications. Slowl
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Zzyptien influence was exiended beyond Harar; cultivation was.

2 y o

encouraged, trade promoted gnd the route from Zells improved. and

1. 1.0./P&S Aden/4, Hunter ©o
iden), 19 Lpr. 1880, enc
no. 151/783, 17 May 1880.

2. Cromer, Modern Bevpt, ii, 51l-2. :

5 1.0./P%S Aden/2, Aden Hews Report no. 42, 29 Oct. 1875; memorandum
by Schneider, Hovember 1875, enclosed in Schneider to Salisbury,
no. 72/1187, 27 Wov. 1875; Marston, Britaein's Tmperisl Role. ..,
pp. 482-3

. 1.0./P8&8 iden/3, varicus Aden News Reports.



with Berbera and Bulhar. The Somalis were resentiul agzinst the

suthority of the Igyptians who had to keep a large garrison there

in order to meet the expenses of occupation and administration Gordon
! ]

suggested the 1 £ toms duest +his was directls trary o the

suggested the levy of customs dues; this was directly contrary to th

Eerbera.'p The Lgyptians therefore resorted to a variety of other

o

taxes on trade under such gulses as dock and transit dues, an import tax

n goods from the interior, fees for all manner of egsential certifica
O’o ? H
a health tax, light dues, grezing charges and passpori fees. Traders

B

wvere frequently fined, they were compelled to give the governor credit

to pay heavy house texes. Although there were officially

’

end were made

no customs duties the governor would not allow merchants o export skins

wnless they pald for the privilege, and salt could not be imported from

iden without payment of duty. Much of this taxation was levied on the

instructions of Gordon, who was anxious to abolish the annual deficii and

. - s D , . . e 4 .
malke Berbera selfi-supporting? Frequently, the duties were raised, and

i, 1.0./P&S hden/3, Goodfellow %o Covi. of Bembay, no. 1%4, 3 June 1

2. F.0. 78/%190, Vivian to Salisbury, no. 261, 25 July 1878.

G F.0. 78/3190, Salisbury to Vivian, no. 16%, 29 Aug. 1878.

4. #.0. 78/%191, Loch %o Govit. of Bombay, 3 Dec, 1878, 11 Ieb. 18793,
25 Mar. 1879, enclosed in I 25 July 18793 ¥.0.C.P. 4099,
Murjan Mohamed Safee (hon. gent, Berbere) to Goodfellow,

0 enclosed in Ldmirality 1o i » 29 Aug. 1879; F.0. 78/3192,
5 Sept. 1879, enclosed iz
Bombay, 15 Oct. 1879,
F.0. 78/3193, Loch to Covi.
i nbay, L @ . to F.O., 2 Oct. 1880.

5. 78/3191, me by W.H.Wylde, 24 Oct. 1879; 7.0, 78/3192,
Loch to Govi. of Bombay, 15 Oct. 1879, enclosed in 1.0. to F.0.,

20 Mar, 1880, ; :
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o autihorities, beset with complaints from the traders. were

continually asking the Bombay Governmment to prote
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Government indignant at these infringements of the spirit of the 1877
OV £ &

-

ine Sultan, relayed the protests to the Hgypiian Governmens withous
v 3

o

In May 1879, in order to keep himself informed, the Aden resident

eppointed, a trader, Mr. Murjan Safee, to be honorary British agent at

| -

N

Serberas; the experiment was not a success because, as a merchan®, he

was prejudiced against the Hgypitian authorities. He abused his position
. ca s T e 2 . N

end was dismissed afier a year. i nis place Hunter, the first

zssistent resident at Aden was appointed, in March 1881, 1o be consul

for the African coast between Tedjoura and Ras Hafun, with the duvy of

visiting the coastv at intervals Technically he ceme under the British

8]

(]
[@]
v
ot
)
=
o
Q
O
|53
0
jor
P,_J

1
(4¢3
3
o
H

. o@
]
g.
g3
)
g
o
[
cf

to whom he sent reporis, but in

practice he remained under the orders of the Aden resident.

. F.0. 78/3191, Loch to Govi. of Bombay, 1 Mey 1879, enclosed in
I.0. to ¥.0., 25 July 1879.

2. 1.0./75S Aden/4, Hunter to Goodfellow, 19 Lpr. 1880, enclosed in
Goodfellow to Govi. of Bombay, no. 151/78%, 17 May 18580.

3 F.0. 78/3334, Granvillie to Huater, no. 1, 17 Mar. 1851.
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if matvers proceed as they are now doing, to sink into
| EA—- i ) s o 3 tr ol - . i
obscurity like the skin of a dry-sucked orange.'t

. mm Tl aad ) P Ao 31T 71 A o4 P P 3 PR .
he now realised that bBgypiian influence at Berberae had not been

-~ - RPN v I J- < raey A P
entirely revrogressive, and that Egypt could not be made 1o forso her
cttempts ©o make Berbera a paying concern. He proposed that all

- PR - - 4 = 3 . e T
LivesvoCk and provisions - aden's esgentlal supplies - should be

"... 1T seéms unnecessary 0 seck to restrain the Egyptian

Government from reaping some benefit from its possessions

in N.EB.Africa, while at the ing to the XKhedive
ons.

ame time looki
<

<3
to extend civilization and fosterxr commerce in those regi

2 TT- o< H % 2 —_—e T - 3 £
. ounver's reasonaole V1ievs viere parily enoouraged by wtne

‘

sincethe Egypiian occupation trade between Aden and

mowledge that

Berbere had increased. The worgt fears of the Aden authorities had

o materialize.

Huater'is suggestion met with approva* from bhe British Government

i
S sy OF Tyl T ol 1 ey L
ena in due time the governor of Berbere abolished all exvort dutics
3 5 T + . ‘ =S V“ : ’ - -~ .
on livestock and provisions: Hunter's relations with the governor,

dul hanman Bey, were cordial, and he persuaded him to remove other

o
159

needles

i, i

2. I

. Goodfe May 18

ks T 5 7 ] oo ~

I 1.0./ s Hus to Mu*bu} no, ept. 1881, enclosed
in Loch to Hartingion, no, 2)/¢3 %1 1881.

L, P.0.C.7P. 4796, Hunter to Malet, no 1882, encloged in
Cookson to Granville, no. 116, 6 Mar.
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becguse 1t was so unhealthy and had such a dangerous harbour, Hunter

saw the adventages, and instead of oppos sing the suggestion, supported

(L)
and recomm d ity The interior continued very unsetitled, but

ihe trade routes; periodically however, they

rupted by

no

querrels between the clansS In March 1882 A4bdul Rehmen was succecd ed

by Farhes Bey, who reopened Bulhar, to Hunter's “ovrbt and re-imposed

1

_ L4
tezes on livestock.

The more amicable relations with the Egyptian authorities established
by Hunter bore fruit in 1882 when Britain iavaded Lgypt end defeated

asha. The Aden authorities feared tnat the Lgyptiens on the

iy
)
[l
o
b

Somali Coast might retaliate by cuvting off Aden's supplies. The
governor of Harar, Nadl Pasha, was a supporier Lelauﬂvb and pass
o 7 3 A ?

colleague of Arabi, and he attempted to enforce his authority. over

Berbera.and Zeila. Both Abu Bekr in Zella, and Ferhes Bey in Berbvera,

~2llowed the export of livesiock o continue and promised to protect

L. 1.0./P&S Aden/5, Hunter + et no. 7, 5 Sept. 1881, enciosed in
Locn to Hartington, no. 2 Sept. 1881,

2. F.U. 78/3195, Cmdr.Berner 1.8.Phiiomel) to Loch. 18 Xov. 1880,
encloged in 1.0, to ¥.0., 16 Deo. 1880; T1.0./P&s Lden 5, Hunter
to Malet, no. 7, 5 5 . 1881, enclosed in Loch to Hartington,
no, 22/1266, 6 Sept. 1581. :

3. 1.0./pe3 Aden/5, Hunter to Malet,no. 10, 30 Mox. 1882, enclosed in
Bleir to Hartingion, 16/508, 31 Mar. 1882.

4. 7.0.C.P. 4940 acving consul C.W.H.Sealy to Felet, 9 Jan. 1883,
enclosed in Malet to Cranv ille, no. 19, 17 Jan. 1883.
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British subjects,

The ILgyptians never extended their effective authority east of
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nd the Mijertein country remained, in practice, independen
The opening of the Suez Canal was followed by a great increase in the

numper of merchant ships using the Gulf of iden, and 2 correspon ing.

increase in the number of shipwrecks on the Mijertein coast. In the
five years between 1872 aﬂd 1877 at least eight steamships were wre :ed

2
near CaDO GUuruuful or Ras Hafun.

N

ipwrecks and among the survivors ashore, and although the Mijertein
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that they would prove treacherous; they certainly
e put the lozs of property. over
this period at £2 nllllon.
The wreck of ships belonging to the British Indis line and Mo
Heritimes in 1877’ caused Glasgow shipowners and the French and Indian

nedive

ol
(0]

Governments to press for a lighthouse on Cape Guardafui. The

N

Tencied the idea as a practical means of demonstrating nis authoxity

i, 1.0./P&S Aden/5, Blair tel. to Govi. of Bombay, 17 July 1882;
Sealy to Malet, noc. 31, 2 iug. 1882; P.0.C.P. 4796, Sealy to Blair
25 fug. 1882, enclosed in Malet to Granville, no. 604, 7 Sept. 1882.
2. 0. 78/5189, Bomsey Chamber of Commerce to Trinity House,
21 Lug. 1877, GOVL. of India to Balisbury, 18 Oct. 1877, both
& Dec. 1877. '
3. 78/9-69, n.ﬂicmlaé (of Fleming & Co., Alexandria), to

under-secxetary of sitate, F.C., 11 (
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60

over tne coast, and he proooscd to name the lighthouse after Vivian,
. b : e 3 > 1 v da - oo 3
sritish consul-general at Alexandrial Bgyptian finances were in no

state to provide the capital for building a lighthouse, but the Britishn
.

Jovernment (eruiurL.od the maritime powers®and found that Lhey were

willing to pay an exira toll at Suez to cover the cost of maintensnce
Wl &

ai
C—u

end construction. An Egyptlan commission was sent to investicaie the

possibilities, and recommended a light just south of Cuardefui. - It
glso reported that the lighthouse would have to be protected from the
o~ p O :

,uvertelﬂtWIuh a force of 525 men and four field guns? Such an

cccupation was more than the Egyptian Governmment could affordf and the

project was shelved.-

4s Lgypt's condition precluded the building of a lighthouse the next
cest course appeared to be an arrangement with the Mijertein to ensure
tret wrecks ‘ouia not be plundered nor shipwrecked persons molested.

Wnen the leaders of the Mijertein had visited Aden in 1873 they hazd been

well received, shown over the arsenal to impress them with British might
5 » -

and encouraged not to plunder wrecks? nevertheless, the plundering

coatinued., - After another serious wreck in 1879 the Aden resident,

Srig.-Gen. Loch sent his assistent, Maj. Coodfellow to the Mijertein
& 2 dJd 3 J

4l

coast, where he made a provisional agreement with the clan by which they
‘ i

i F.0. 78/3189, Vivian to Derby, no. 264, 17 4 . 1877,

2. F.0. 78/3189, Derby clrcudar, 7 Dec. 1877. '

3. .0, 78/3190, Vivien to Salisbury, no. 3 Commercial, 4 Feb. 1879.

Yo PJ0. 78/3%1.90, Vi to i 2 Commercial,' 30 Jan. 1879.
5. 1.0./8.L.4den/46 nei Bombay, no. 269, 3 Nov. 1873



ndertook 0 protect shipwrecked persons and guard wrecks from plunder
n return for an annual stipend of %60 dollaxs. They also agreed 1o

1

zssist if ever a lighthouse was erected
ilibough the British Government saw the wisdom of the agrecment they
were reluctant to ratifly it and so give other powers a precedent for
meking agreements with the Somalis, who seemed ready to enter. into
. L . 2 X . . o -
relations with all comers.  Accordingly,; Loch was instructed Lo meke no
more than a verbal arrangement with the Mijertein, but to continue the

ennual payment as long as they kept their part of  the bargain

P4
7 Loch

" .

- Yy 4 T = i 3 - | E s K P JEA TR B P 4 $ ——
that the Mijexrbtein would take advantage of this to begin a

. s /1 Y . . I
process of sysbematic wrecking snd plunder, and he persuaded the Britis

Government to agree to its ratificationt The Lgyptian Government were

3 e AR, JR—. ~t ey A - <+ ey S Cpom . R N
informed of the agreement and were told that insofar as their territoxry

H

yas concerned 1t was merely & provisional arrangement pending effective

Y e - -_— a i} A i —— - i e L2 N / )]
Zgyptian occupation of the coasgt; butl Bgypt was at this time leSO)

ndrawn lest 1t be misrepresented

P
O S T+olv 2nd othew - e
Henvs oy Lltaly ana ovner povers.

i G ) PENTRI . e e o A T o L.
srLvelnl conmplled, witharew .tae noie but informed LZYVT vVervaily that tae

1. 1.0./P&8 ot vi. of Bowmbay, no. 129, 4pril 1879.
2. . to ] Mey 1879; o 16 May 1879.
e F. to Govi. of
en iov. 1879. )
b4e I. e , Loch to Govi. of Bombay, no.
5. I. 7o) ington to Govt. of I
16 v 1880, -
6. P.0. TE/319%, Cookson to Granville, no. 316, 6 Oct. 1880.
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—reement would continmue in force’,

Both Britaln and Egypt were satisfied with this arrangement, but when
vhe ravified agreement was finally taken over to the Mijertein in 1883
Sulten Usman Mehmud would no longer agree to the lighthouse clausc oo

3 J -, - e - 2 i P L -
to cede territoxy. The agreement was taken
beck to Aden and modified, but it seemed fated, for when, in its final

form it was sent to the Mijertein for signature, the Somali interpretex

who ook it across was himself shipwrecked, and the agreement was washed

2VEY . Bventually Capt. Kinﬁj an assistant resident at
Jf -/ o8

4

wae

e
=

den, took

agreenent to Bender Merhagno, where it was signed by the sultan and all

L

the Mijertein elders on 1 May 1884
The agreement with the Mijertein was necessary becauze Egypt hed been
wnable to establish hexr authority that far east, and Britain wished to
ensure the safety of her ships on the rouite from India.
~gyptiens were esteblished, as &t Berbera and Bulhar, Britein was able
to evold the necessity of meking treaiies with the Somalis. By
supporting the Egyptien occupation zhe had secured her viial trading aand

ts without the inconvenient responsibilities and expenses.

i, s to
c. 2, t to
le, no Max

9 Ling, James Stewart, later Major; 1868 joined Indian irmy:; 18835 sens
to Aden on general duty; Dec. 1884, vice-consul Zeila; Jan. 1887
left Zeila, reverted to Bombey Staff Corps; 18592, reiired.

4o F.0. 78/%727, Blaeir to Govi. of Bombay, 21 Hov. 1885, 5 Way 1884,
both enclosed in I.O0. to F.0., 25 Sept. 1884,
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ced in order to precede the French and
Ubock was not a success. In Wovember 1880
nly Freach representative was a merchant living in a small cave

o

more setilers were sent out later the original scheme ended

in banlrupicy Phe Danakil murdered one of the leaders ol the )

L. P.0. 78/ Loch, 24 Mar. 1880, cnclosed in I.0. o
P0G, 13

‘. .0, 78/51 to Govit. of Bombay, 2% Sept. 1880,
enclosed 0., 19 Oct. 1880; Starkie, Arthur fimbaud
in Abyoo

. Starkie, in Abyssinia, pp. 9, 13.

4. 7.0, 18/%5%64, o} Hartigﬁom, 27 Jen. 1881, enclosed in I.0.
o0 #,0., 17 Feb. 18OL.

G .0, 78/%564, Loch to Govi. of Bombay, 8 Peb. 1881, enclosed in
1.0. to #.0., 11 Haxr, 1881,

.0, 18/5193, Cmdr. Bernexrs (I to Loch, 18 Hov.
1880, enclosed in I.0. to F.0.

7. P.0.C.P. 4796, Loch to Govie Feb. 1882, encloszed
in I.0. to F.O0., 7 Mar. 1882; 10, Blair to Govi.

1L Jan. 1883, enclosed in I #.0., 8 Feb.l883.
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-1 . . L  qm N \
;Hmoted and Rosebery expressed himself unwilling to be made 'the

N

cnammel for a mere dogged and unreasonable "non possumus" to the prima .

-~

' - e e . et
cacie reasonable proposals of the Italian Govi.'. The Goverament of

india agreed to negotiations:

.
7 With Lord Harris at Bombay and Lord

gmsdowne4 as Viceroy, there was no question of limiting their claims:

:0 8 coast protectorate and dis renardLn~ the zone to the sout’5

Rather, it was a question of sorting out two overlapping hinterlands,

ihe British one south of the Gulf of Aden and the Italian one west of the

- Indian Ocean.  Until 1891 the British had neglected their hinterland,

but Italian explorers had quickly pushed inland from Obbia reaching the

Dolbohanta§»and,making treaties of protection with Ogaden lineage groups

near Milmil?];

Lansdowne and the Indian Govermment had originally envisaged a long

L.
J.

”1

/P& to India/20, Kimberley to Govt. of India, no. 6 ‘Sec.,

0.

Feb. }d9§6

.0.-78/452 minute by Rosebery, 8 Feb. 189 on I.0. to F.0.
yeb 1835°° v Vs 5, )

78/4526, Viceroy of India (Lord Lensdowne) tel. to Kimberley,

L 27 Mar. 1893, enclosed in 1.0. to F.O., 1 Apr. 1893,

Peuty—Pltzmaurloe, denry Charles Keltn 5th Marquess of Lansdowne
(later X.G.,P.C., G.C.5.1., G.C.I.E., G.C.M.G., D.C.L., LL.D.),
1845-1927; uek@n political career as a Lzoeral 1869-72, junior

~lord of Treasury; 1872-/4, under-secretary for war; 1880, under-

secretary for India; res lbned because of Gladstone's lrl)h policy,
1880; 1883~8, governor—general of Canada; 1888~94, governor-
V@neral of Jndlv, 1895-1900, secretary of state for war under
Salisbury; 1900-05, secretary of state for foreign affairs; 1915-16,
minister without portfolio in COulLthﬂ éOVprﬂmuﬂu.
F.0. 78/4325, Govt. of India to Cross, no. 125 Sec., T Oct. 1890,
enclosed in 1.0. %0 F O., 1% Nov. 1890,

]8/4402,.u10ut. H. Merewether (political agent, Berbera) to -
oealy, 8 Ieb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to ballsbury, no. 43%; '
21 Feb. 1891.

C.0. 537/44, list of tre@tleo etc,,enclooed in report of Wlnpate
Mission,. 12 June 1909. o o
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Ain the territories of ohie i&?ﬁriai Pritisn mnot Alrica Compony (later
v . 1 . ‘ ) L
wown as Uganda and Kenya), presumably to give them an outlet to the
L2 S e . . . . "
cuif of Aden. This lmpraCy¢cal dream had been ruled out by the
Anglo-Ttalian agreemenﬁs of 1891? and the guestion remaining was whether
ine Dolbohanta and Ogaden clans should be included in the British
mmtectorate. The Governmenﬁ of India never doubted that the Ishaak
(ilabr Awal, Habx. Gérhdjis and Habr Toljaala), Fsa, Gadabursi and
Yarsangeld should be inciudcd, even though there were no protectorate
treatiéé with the lisa and Gadabarsi, and bthough thg treaty with the
Habr Gerhéjis‘had”beén made'withVa‘small,‘independent, coastal section
of that clan?

J'rom 189l'onwards there was considerable discussion as to whether
thekOgadenLand‘Dolbohanﬁa should be included.  Baring hoped that the
negotiations4Wi£h'Italy would>be conducted by éomeone 'who does not
think that‘the‘honour_and interestsyaf Fngland oblige her to annex as

many wild Afrioan tribes as(possiblé."5  Nonetheless, the advice of'the

L. 7.0, 78/4525, 1.0. to F.0., 13 Wov. 1890, enclosing Govt. of Indisa
to Cross, no. 123% Sec., 7 Oct. 1890.

2. The idea of s camel route, and even a railway, between Fast Africa
and Berbera, was later put forward by Harald Svayne, but it met
with no response. See: 1.0./P&S Dept. Memo./B.64a, H. Swayme,

1political Influence exerted in Somaliland by Great Britain, Italy,
France and Abyssinia', 28 Dec. 1893. s v ;

5. F.0. 78/4402, Govt. of India to Cross, no. 114, Sec., 7 July 1891,
enclosed in I.0. to F.0., 6 Aug. 1891. o '

4. ?.0. 78/4471, H. Swayne to Stice, 1% Dec. 1891, enclosed I.0. to
F.0., 27 July 1892. ‘

5e Sal.P.,A/54/79, Baring to Salisbury, private, 11l Dec. 1891.

4



21 Y o . »
ﬁﬂwoted and Rosebery expressed himself unwilling to be made 'the
- N . N
siamel for a mere dogged and unreasonable '"non pogsumus"” to the prima .

' » ; s 2 .
racie reasonable proposals of the Italian Govt.', The Government of

z
india agreed to negotiations? . With Lord Harris at Bombay and Lord

in

gamdowne4 as Viceroy, there was no question of limiting their claims

2\ N

‘0 & coast protectorate and disregarding the zone to the south
Raﬂwr, it was a question of sorting out tﬁo overlapping hinterlands,

the British one south of the Gulf of Aden and the Italian one west of the
Indian Ocean. - Until 1891 the British had neglected their hinterland,
vut Italian explorers had guickly pﬁshed inland from Obbila reaching the
Dolbohantaéland~making,treaties of protection with Ogaden lineage groups

T

near Milmil

Lansdowne and the Indian Govermment had originally envisaged a lon
4 ; , g ¥

1. 1.0./P&S to India/20, Kimberley to Govt. of India, no. 6 Sec.,
5 Teb. 1895é
R0, -78/4526, minute by Rosebery, 8 Feb. 18 on I.0. to F.O.
SR ANl {éga.’ v v = .
3, 1.0. 78/4526, Viceroy of India (Lord Lansdowne) tel. to Kimberley,
27 Mar. 1893, enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 1 Apr. 1893. : _
4,  Petty-Fitzmaurice, Henry Charles Keith, 5th Marquess of Lansdowne

(later K.G.,P.C., G.C.5.1., G.C.1.E., G.C.M.G., D.C.L., LL.D.),
1845-1927; began political career as a Liberal; 1869~72, junior
- lord of Treasury; 1872~/, under-secretary for war; 1880, under—

secretary for India; resigned because of Gladstone's Irish policy,
1880; 188%-8, governor—general of Canada; 1888-94, governor-
general of Indiaj- 1895-1900, secretary of state for war under
Salisbury; 1900-05, secretary of state for foreign affairs; 1915-16,
minister without portfolio in coalition government.

5. F.O. 78/4525, Covt. of India to Cross, no. 12% Sec., 7 Oct. 1890,
enclosed in I1.0. to ¥.0., 13 Nov. 1890.

6. .0. 78/4402, Lieut. H. Merewether (political agent, Berbera) to -
Sealy, 8 Ieb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to Salisbury, no. 43, :

. 21 ¥eb. 189L. : : oL k

7. C.0. 537/44, list of treaties etc., enclosed in report of Wingate
Mission, 12 June 1909. ‘ I .
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Ath the territories of the Imperiol British oot dfwica Compony (lutec
‘ ) L . ) L
wnown as Uganda and Kenya), presumably to give them an outlet to the
a2 e > . . L ,
culf of Aden. This impractical ‘dream had been ruled out by the
inglo-Italian agreements of 189lf and the question remaining was whether
:ne Dolbohanta and Ogaden clans should be included in the British
protectorate. The Government of India never doubted that the Ishaak
(labr Awal, Habx. Gerhajis and Habr Toljaala), Esa, Gadabursi and
Yarsangeld mhould be included, even though there were no protectorate
treatics with the’ Esa and Qddaburul, and though the treaty with the
Yabr Gerhajis had been made with a small, independent, coastal section
) ?

of that cian%

I'rom 1891‘ohwards there wag considerable discussion as to whether
‘the Ogaden and Dolbohanta should be included. Baring hoped that the
negotiations with Italy would be conducted by someone 'who does not

think that the honourw and interests of England oblige her to annex as

nany wildrAfrican tribes as,possible.'5 ‘ N@netheless, the advice of the

1, 7.0, [8/4325, 1.0. to ¥.0., 13 Nov. 1890, enclosing Govt. of India
to Cross, no. 123 Sec., 7 Oct. 1890.

2. The idea of & camel roate, and even a railwyay, between Hast Africa
and Berbera, was later pub Forwazd by iarald bwafne, but it met
with no response. See: 1.0, /f&b Dept. ”emo./B 64a, H. Swayne,

1political Influence exerted in Somaliland by Great Britain, Italy,
TFrance and Abyssinia', 28 Dec. 1893.

3 ».0. 78/A404, Govt. of India to Cross, no. *14, Sec., 7 July 1891,
enclosed in 1.0. to ¥.0., 6 Aug. 1891.

4e 7,0. 78/4471, H. Swayne %o ,.;“t:acg,, 1% Dec. 1891, enclosed I.0. to
F.0., 27 July 1892.

5. Sal.;.,A/jér 79, Baring to swlsbary, private, 11 Dec. 1891.
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- the spot tended in this direction. Harald Swayne's travels
~<wced him that British influence extended as far south as‘the River
weldisy he reﬁorted'that within this area British biladiya escorted
~"“VanS, and that all the clans, 1nclud1nb the Dolbohanta and many
(gaden, took their grievances and trade to Berbera, and loocked to Britain
a5 their 'Government' and protector. = On the other hand;‘he féuﬂd that
effective Briﬁish control was limited to the area north of the Haud, énd
covered only the Esa, Gadabursi and,Ishaak,,but not their Haud grazing
gmunds% ':Staée,‘who had appointed a number of Dolbohanta akils, argued
forcefully for the inclusion of this clan in the British sphere,kand Jopp
at Aden, supportedvhim.‘. They realised that it was not practicable to
include the Ogaden, an& were willing. to: see them go‘td Italy, but
certainly not the Dolbohanta%. mhe Government of Bombay agreed, and
- gvolved the principle that all clans trading through the brltl h coast
should be included in the British protectorate?fbut the Government of

India were unwilling to commit themselves to any responsibilities towards

1. 78/4471, H. Swayne to Stace, 1% Dec. 1891, enclosed in I.0.
N to 7. 0., 27 July 1892; I.0./P&S Bombay/38/39, H.&E . Swayne,
“'Report on an Lxploration in Somali-land. .‘, enclosed in Govt., of
Bombay to Kimberley, no. 1263, 22 ITeb, 1895
2, F.0. 78/440%, memorandum by Stace,-27 Sept. 1891, and Jopp to Govt.
of Bombay, 4 Oct. 1891, both enclosed in I.0. to F.0. 12 Dec. 1891;
© 3.0, 78/4471, Stace to Jopp, 27 Oct. 1891, Jopp to Govi. of Bombay,
- 29 Oct, 1891, both enclosed in 1.0, to #.0., 23 Mar. 1892; Stace
to Jopp, 5 Jan. 1892, enclosed in I.0. to ¥,0., 27 July 1892.
3.7 F.O. 78/4403, Govi. of Bombay to Govi. of India, 28 Oct. 1891,
-+ enclosed in I.0. to F.C., 12 Dec. 1891; F.0. 78/4471, Govi. of
Bombay to Govi. of India, 19 Dec. 1891, enclosed in 1.0. to ¥.0.,.
23 Mar, '1892; Govt, of Bombay to Govi. of India, 12 Mar. 1892
enclosed 1n I.0. to.F.0., 27 July ¢892
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;isbant and turbulent Dolbohanta. They recommended that this clan

. . L. . e s 1
coiid remain outside both the Italian and British protectorates’

In January 1893 the Italians produced Lhclr dEIlnlte boundary
proposals. These gave Brltaln a hinterland Qf about 56,000 square miies.
The propoged‘frontief started from the Aﬁglo—French boundafy line,
skirted a number of Somali clans near Harar, ran due east along the
latitude )ON (whlch corresponded rouvhly wlth ‘the norbhern boundary of
the Haud) unt;l it met the longltude 49°E (which wa.s conveniently taken
to be the Warsangelik— Mijertein boundary) thch it followed due north
to the sea at B@néér Ziada? This‘lipe.yould have put the Ishgak in the
ifélian spheréﬁwhen théy went soutb‘intq the Héud, and it divided the
Dolbohénta betweenbthe two pbwers. ‘ Thé Qove;nmenﬁ of Bombay were
preparea to accépt it if it were drawn neare:‘tg Herar in the west, and
fﬁrfherAsoﬁﬁhxin tﬁe east so as to inqlu@e éiltthc Dolbohanta in the
British sphere, a modif;cation'which woﬁia have‘added:about 12,00 square
miles to ﬁhe Italian offer? The Government of India were far more,’
ambiti;us. Tgey‘wanted to include not only all the Dolbohéhta, but

also all the Haud pastures of tze Ishaak and all thé territory of the

Ogaden as far as the bnlbell, over )OO mlles from Berbera; this amounted

1. F.0. 78/4471, Govt. of India to Cross, no. 31 Sec., 17 Feb. 1892,

o enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 23 Mar. 1892. ’

2. .0, 78/4526, Vivian to Rosebery, no. 1. Africa, 9 Jan. 1893.

3 F.0. 78/4526 Viceroy of Inaia tel. to. &1mberley, 27 Mar. 1893,
enclosed 1n I 0. to F. O., 1 Apr, 1893.
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Mijertein coust% ALL that ita}y obteined was o
that her subjects in Zella wo ould receive the same
greatment as British subjects.
had Lo revert to discussing the earlier
poundary proposals. Their reprosentatives met th Rritish officials,
g sweynae, in London in March 1894. T
Lo grant Britain':

ey were pr
fal

pared -
) Nl
v boundasry along 8N

il she would
surrender tho two southeéern corners

Sl

no problem

: this

- the south-east this presented
part of th ogael valley was gquite unexplored, and
miles. In any case, it wag thought that
result in the frontier following th

N
o
4]

NDolbohanta-

it was ltaly's demand for 5,000
~western corner aear Milmil that
.
icultics and

nat cauded.
argument

rald Swayne asser

ted that there was
absolulely no Italian influence in this area and that the Ogaden sub-
tléns there t@ok both their livesbtock and their disputes fto Berbera.
frie Italians insisted that Milmil vias an essential watering poir
caraven rouie from Ha

1t on the
rar to the Indian Ccean (a :oute that existed
mainly in their imagination) énd they said that they had deflinite
to give wéy on this point. ’

instructions not

The deadlock was resolved
by Kimberley, who had now

‘

1 Office, and

moved to the Forelgn who was not
willing To pash Italy too he cgreed (o surrender the Milmi

},..J

jo]

. .0, 78/4602, 1.




e v

.orneT on condition that Britain ghould have the right to take

- mporaly and exoeptipnal measures against the Ogadgn'or Ishaak there
;;ensure the safety of her trade. In gddition, as the Somali Coast
sinterland had been greatly disturbed by Lithiopian raids from Harar,
;@itainjobtained the right:to communicate direcétly with the harar
suthorities on the subject of incursions even though she recognised
jazar and the rest of EBifhiopia as an Italian protectoraté. Both these
concessions, the one allowing Britain to operate across the border in
ihe Milmil area, the other allowing her to communicate with Harar, were

rrovisional, and were to cease when Italy had established her authority

cufficiently in both places so as 1o make them unnecessary%

Al{hough the Goverrment of India disapproved of the way their
boundary pfoposals'had béen'whittled down? they acquiésced.-. The final
decisions were embodied in an Anglo-Italian protocal, signed in Rome on
5 May 1894?4 Britain's 80N southern bogndary, without the Milmil and

Yogal cornexrs, gave her an area of about 76,000 square miles. The

special concessions, allowing Britain to operate in the Milmil area and

1. 'I.O./P&S Dept.Memo./E.66, memorandum by Neel,l® Mar. 1894; notes
by H. Swayne, 10 Max. 1894; memorandum by H. Swayne, 22 Mar. 1894;
minutes of meeting by Neel, 24 Mar. 1894; ¥.0. 78/4602, .0, to.
1.0., 29 Mar. 1894. : ‘

2. F.0. 78/4602, Viceroy (Lord Elgin) tel. to Fowler, 12 Apr. 1894,

‘ enclosed in I1.0. to ¥.0., 18 Apr. 1894. '

3. flertslet, The Map of Africa by Treaty (%3rd edn.), iii, 951, and
map on p. 952; Parl. Papers 1894, xcvi (181), 'Treaty Series no.
17, 1894°'. . R

'
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V;? sote from Britain, disclaiming any designs on the status of
wy, promising to observe the spirit of the 1888 agreement and
-myceding that Fraﬂoe had an equal right to communicate with Harar.
~espite this, he never withdrew his reservations about the protocol as

ok
2 WNoiL@. ' . ) . :

It’was unfortﬁnate that Britain agreed to make the declaration
cmﬁidential% for she had nothing to hide. ‘It was not only Hanotaux
who was misled Dby the secréoy to suspect other motives.  ~In 1920 Leonard
Woolf acﬁually denied thekexisténce vathe confidential declaratioﬁ? and
in 1935 Langer misinterpreted it% He was follbwed in 1961, by Robinson
snd Gallagher, who saw the Qhole agreemenf as & part of the British
attempt to build 'barriers againsﬁ any incursion into the‘Nile
Valley,;...f This interpretation attributed to Rosebery, the prime
minister, three motives for thus encburaging Italy in Ethiopia. First,
that he wishe& to keep her support in thekMediterranean, which is
probable;' ’Second, théf he hopéd ‘tha% if the'italians mastered Menelik,
this wouldidiséose of the cnance that»he might appesr in Nile Valley as
a French ally.? Iﬁ ig doubtful whether Roéebery; Kimberley ox
Salisbury sériously imagined ﬁhat the Italians might mastei Menelik.

'Both the Indian and Foreign Offices considered the Italian presence in

. 1894; #.0.
d in Dufferin

1. 7.0. [8/460%, Kimberley to Duiferin, no. 361, 14 Au
’ 78/4689, Hanotaux to Dufferin, 12 Mar. 1895, enclos
to Kimberley, no. 97, 17 Mar. 1895. »

. ?.0. 78/4602, Kimberley to Ford, no. 99, 7 May 1894.
See note at the end of this chapter. ; .
Langer, The Diplomacy of Tmperisiism, p. L3L.
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. . o : - ; L o
c-hiopia a broken reed, their probectorate s hollow mockery anc their

g o .2 )
wetensions to control the kthiopians mythical. It was precisely

secause ltaly was powerless and ineffectusl in Ethiopia that Britain

demanded the right to intervene near Milmil and communicate with

Lo A
=2t

iarar. . The only possible way for Italy to have "mastered Menelik' was

v force of arms; there was no evidence that Rosebery was hoping for or
1Y 3 o

expecting this. The third motive attributed to Rosebery is described

the kernel of the bargain lay in the secret annexes. Here
80 over

Britain recognised Italian sway in Ogaden and Harrar - and
Menelik; what was more, she was empowered to treat Harrar as part
of her own sphere until Italy was ready to take over. Once under .
 British sway, the province would bar the way between Ithiopia and

Trench Somaliland.!
ik

This is not so. All that Britain wanted, and obtained, was the right

to take punitive action ageinst the Somali clans in the Milmil area and

to communicate with Harar about Ithiopian raids. There was no guestion
of taking Harar under British sway to keep France out of Eihiopia or the
¥ile Valley. Kimberley himself recorded the reason for the Haraxr

concessions

1Tt was made solely with the view of enabling our authorities
“in Somali Land to communicate with Harrar on frontier matters,
and was founded on a suggestion of mine, as I knew from
experience at the India Office tha extreme inconvenience of
having no direct mesns of communicating with Harrar.'4

0. 78/4527, 1.0. to F'.O., 2 Nov. 1893. -
F.g. 78/4602, 1.0. to P.0.(B), 28 Feb. 1894, minute by Sanderson,
g 3 : , ’ - S s
Aobinson and Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians, pp. 351-2;

G.F. Sanderson, fngland, murope and the Upper Nile (Edinburgh, 1965),
has been similarly misled, see p. L&bH.

4. F.0. 78/4602, minute by Kimberley, 3 June 1894, on Ford to

Kimberley, no. 98, 30 May 1894.
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- inglo-Italian protocol of 1894 was not a part of the British
<~ for keeping others out of the Nile Valley. 1t had begun with

-1y, who wanted Britain to recognise the territory between Harar and

TOAY
- S

ne Indian Ocean as Italian.  Salisbury and Rosobery had deferred it
w5 long as they were able. It was no more than a Somaliland boundary
sgreement. In return for abandoning certain Ogaden sub-clans Britain
opbtained two concessions td facilitate the keeping of peace in her own
protectoraYe. - If the agreement had any significance it lay in the fact
that Britain had bargained away a number of Somali groups which, she
acknowledged, looked to her as'their’protéctbrl Anyway, the agreement
vas a dead letter, for Italy had no iﬁfluence. While the representatives
of these two Buropean powers sat around the conference table, blithely
dividing the hinterland between themselves, Ethiopian raiders from Harar
were rgthlessly.and effectively inéorporating it in:their”empire.
Ethiopiannexpansion into Somaliland radiated outwards from Harar.
7o the north Menelik first tried to exert his influence peacefully; in
November 1890 hé«wrote to Qgeen Victoria asking fpr Control\over the
trade route to'Zeila% ‘éritain:oould see 1o advantage,in this, and it
would have‘beeﬁvcohtrary to the 1888 agreementvwith France which

~

neutralised the trade route. No answer was sent. . Having waited ten

1. F.0.C.P. 6133, Menelik to Victoria, 2 Nov. 1890, enclosed in
Baring to Salisbury, no. 341, 31 Dec.. 1890. '
2, #.0..78/4402, 1.0. %o ¥.0., 18 Mar. 1891.
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, Bthiopian tcoops and workmen were sent Lrom Harar to build a

L . . -
- fort on the road. They chose a spot ninety miles from Harar, &

indred miles from Zeila, and situated actually on the Anglo-French

L]
soundary: Bio Caboba. The Iisa, in whose territory this was, were
-,2 » "‘(“‘- ; . . s T 3 - 4 3 4
ncensed,; and Stace was equally amnoyed. He suspected that it was a
srench intrigue to divert trade to Djibouti and he feared that the

wdvance would not end at Bio Caboba? Malkonnen claimed that the purpose

building was merely to protect traders om the road.

w

iy
<t
oy
[0)

The ufltlsﬂ Government lavourea thc 1dea of a JOlnt Anglo-French
o ' 5
jemand to bakonnen to wltnaraw from Bio Cabooa. Ltaly, however, was so©
inxious not to vive France any pretext for intervention in Ethiopia that
she persuaded Brltdin to le&vc 1t to Hcr to romonutrame with Makonnen in

‘ o 6" mw.‘ .

wer role as protect1ng power. This proauced an assurance from Maxonnen
that he would withdraw, although, he sald he was only building a rest
iouse, in Bithiopian territory{ 1t was an empty assurance, for in

Tovember 1891 Stace received a letter fkom Makornnen, reasserting that
153

.0. 78/4%89, Hardinge tel. to Salisbury, no. 82, 9 Sept. 1891.

2. 7.0. 78/4389, Hardinge tel. to Salisbury, no. 8%, 14 Sept. 1891
3. 0. 78/4A0j, Stace to Bering, 24 Sept. L89l enclosed in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 229, 2 Oct. 1891.-
4 #.0. 78/440%, Makonnen to. waoo, 2% Makram 1884, enclosed in
Baring to Salisbury, no. 247, 28 Gct. 1891.
5. F.0.C.P. 6176, 1.0. to #.0., 16 Sept. 1891.
5,. - ¥.0. 78/440%, Dering tel. to Salisbury, no. 44, 20 Sept 891

Dering to Balis barj, no. 149, 24 Sept. 1891, I 0. to ¥.0.
10 Oct. 1891.

1. n.0. 78/440§, Makonnen to Cecchi (Italian consul-general, Adén),
30 Mascarram 1884, enclosed in Dufferin to Salisbury, no. 176,

5 Wov. 1891; Makonnen to Stace, 50 Mascarram 1884, enclosed in’
Baring to Salisbury, no. 253, 5 Nov. 1&91.
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Ethiopian and stating that the troops would remain there

‘11 Uh £ " Trdid + ’
LA the Government of India were full of indignation and wanted

. jssue threats of further action, but the British Government were not

o~

~ - 2 -
womared to use force and so nothing was done. Makonnen's troops

sraved on dn their so-called rest house, a wretehed rubble bullding
shored wp with timborf and did little more than cause occasional

. 4 .
inconvenience to br&veliersf “Lvn yvears later a British officex wrote

of Bio Caboba

tPhe post consists of a fragile blockhouse built of loose

stones and thatched with straw, the whole enclosed within

a thorn fence..., il is garrisoned by seven men... & nondescript
and ragged riff-raff of Somall and Sudanese - no Abyssinians

amongst tnem,... these poor devils, wno recelvad no pay... only

lived on passing caravans....'?
ﬂesplte‘Stace‘s protests, this weak Lthiopian post had been established
in Somali territofy claimed by Britain, “with compleue imp unity;’ it was
o monument to successful Ethiopiah encroachment: Makonnen was not to

o9

forget it.

This activity north of Harar was small by comparison with the

1. ¥.0. 78/4&05, Makonnen to Stace, 29 Takarat 1891 (?), enclosed in
Baring to Salisbury, no. 282, 8 Dec. 1891. -
2. F.0. 78/4471, 1.0. to F.0., 4 Teb. 1892, enclosing Viceroy of Indis
el. to Cross, 22 Jan. 1892; #.0. fto 1.0., 10 Teb. 1892.

5. 1.0./P&S Bombay/38/3%9, H.&E. Swayne, 'Repori on an Exploration in
Somaliland...', enclosed in Govt. ovaombay to Kimberley, no. 1265,
22 Teb. 1893. : R

4. .f.Q.C.E. 6298, Stace to Ba ring, 15 Mar. 1892, enclosed in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 57, 2% Mar. 1892. :

5. AB.J.Gleichen, With the Mission to Menelik 1897. (London 1898),

p. 27, quoted in The gomall Peninsula, p. HU.




oush eastwards. Sanderson guessed correctly that Makonnen

the arms he took through Zeila in 1890 'for the purpose of
o4

Lecquing the territory of Harrar at the expense of the hinder parts of

-2 British Prdtectorate.Yl Makormen's army numbered perhgps 20,000
sell-armed, badly disciplined, irregular troops? " When there was no
other positive employment for them }t wa.s inevitabie that they should
inflict their presence on the districts surrounding Harar, especially on
he frequent occasions when the area was visitgd by famine.  Their
methods were simple and effective.  Under rapacious officers, far from
lizkonnen's strong control, they seized Somali livestock. Sometimes
they made the_excuse that they were collecting tax or tributé; often
they did not bother with excuses. t‘Any resistence met with shooting,
.

mitilation and  the burning of huts. In the face of this rapine, unarmed

somalis were practically helpless?

-t

¥.0. 78/4%24, minute by Sanderson, n.d., on Baring tel. to
Salisbury, no. 5, 9 Jan. 1890. ~
2. 7.0, 78/440 memorandum by Stace, 31 Oct. 1891 nclosed in
’ N y 2 ¢ 3
Baring to Salisbury, uno. 259, 11 Nov. 1891.
4. It may scem that I have overstated the case, but there is ample

unbiased supporting evidence in contemporary reporis: see, ¢.g.
1.0./8.0.C./1892, pp. 845-6, suumary of Somell Coast Protectorate
Administration Report, 1891-2; I.0./P&S Sombay/38/39, H.&E.
Swayne, 'Report on an Ixploration in Somali~land...', enclosed in
Govit. of Bombay to Kimberley, no. 1265, 22 TFeb. 18935; 1.0./P%S
Dept.Mémo./Bb4a, H.Swayne, 'Political Influence exerted in
Somaliland...!, 28 Dec. 1893; i.0. 78/4527, Lieut.-Col. A. Paget
(Scots Guards) to Bertie, 17 June 1893; F.O. 78/4688, report by
Ttalian agent, larar, 3L Dec. 1894, enclosed in Ford to Ximberley,
no. 24, 25 Jan. 1895; i. Swayne, Seventeen Prips (3rd edn
pp. 127-1%2; I'.B. Pearce, Rambles in Lion Lend (Londom, "L .
pp. 168-178; Donsldson Smith, Through Uniknown African Countrie

Cpp. 45-109. for o possibly partisan description see: e
The Somali Peninsula, pp. 41-3. '
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o inmediate vieinity of Harar certain Darod Clu s were rapidly

into subjection; more.distant ones were so cowed that they paid

tpibute rather than be ravaged. In January 1891 the {irst

PN

Cpan bhiopian foree was senbodnto the Ogaden, as {ar south as the
shibeld wiver, Leports were received that this {orce had looted clans

. : 1. . . . o -

and. attacked trade caravans but it also seems that 1t was decimaled by
P 1 -4 3 - T > 4 % T3 2 i) o b UL R 3 A
inirst and returned to Harar with cholera. The expedition caused great
alarm among the British protected clans. There were rumours thatb
Hargeilsa would be attacked” and the Gadabursi petitioned for full Britisn

. 4 A .
protection. - The Berbera political agent asked for reinforcements and
there were fears of an armed clash with the Hthiopians. A warship

was sent to Berbera 'to inspire confidence'? and a British officer was

. o B .6
sent to hoist the flag at Hargelsa. In fact, the panic was based on

1. 3y 78/4402, Sealy to Baring, 3 Jan. 1891, enclosed in Baring 1o
oa¢1sbukv, no. 1%, 14 Jan. 1891; Morrison (bu¢nar) to Lieut.
 Merewether (political avenu, Berbera), 1 Feb. 1891, enclosed in
Baring to Salisbury, no. 43, 21 eb. 1891.
2. .0. 76/4402, Sealy to Foub, 7 Teb., 1891, enclosed in Baring to
 galisbury, no. 435, 21 Feb. 1891; I.0. /u.*.c /1892, pp. 845-6,
gummary of Somali Coast PwotectOfaue Administration Repoxrt, 1891-2.

»

3. #.0. 78/4402, ¥Merewether to Sealy, 9 Feb. 1891, enclosed in Baring
. to Salisbury, no. 43, 21 Feb. 1891.
4. F.0. 78/4402, Sealy to hogg, 7 Feb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to

Salisbury, no. 4%, 21 IFeb. 189l; Sealy to Baring, demi-official,
9 Feb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to Salisbury, no. 44, 21 Feb. 1891
Sealy to Baring, 16 Feb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to Salisbury,
no. 5%, 7 Mar. 1891. ‘ ,
5. . .0, 78/4402, Sealy to Baring, 12 Feb. 1891, encloged in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 43, 21 Feb. 1891.
6. “TF.0. 78/4402, Sealy to Bering, 16 Feb. 1891, enclosed in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 52, 7 Mar. 1891. ' )



jae]
A
\O

-1
Qaa C o . 4
no LEthiopian soldiers appeared within many miles of Hargeissa
RS - seare subsided. The officers on the coast had been too
-mcoipltate. Stace had been absent on leave, and when he returned in

oh 1891 he issued strict orders that no action was to be taken without
ER o '1 i IR ‘ 4 2
reference 10 Aden; complications with Ethiopla were studiously avoided.

Hine days later further alarm was caused by a reported Ithiopian invasion

of the Gadabursi. Stace restrained the Zeila political agent from

hoisting the f{lag inlandj and the whole incident was later proved to
< s - 4 o 3 “ el i d
have been greatly exaggerated. The Indian Governmment did not consider

it sufficient cause to grant the Gadabursi request for a treaty of
NS S - ' . .
protection” and the British Government contented themselves with an

i

. : , : 6 .
ineffective profest through the Italians. Perhaps predictably, this
only drew from Makonnen the claim that the Gadabursi were Ethiocpian

- . 7
subjects!

Hargeisa continued to be disturbed by rumours throughout 1891, as the

1, #.0. 78/4402, S ¢ly to Baring, 4 Mar. 1891, enclosed in Baring to
Salisbury, no. 60, 12 Mar. L59l.

2. #.0. 78/4402, memorandum by Sitace, 8 Mar. 1891, enclosed in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 83%, & Apr. 1891.

3. P.0. 78/4402, Aden resident tel. %o Cross, 17 Mar. 1891, enclosed -
in Neel %o Bertie, private, 18 Mar. 1891.

4. #.0. [b/&ﬂO), Somalli Coast Protectorate Admlnlsuratlon Report,

' 1b90 1, by Stace, 23% Jane 1891.

5e IO, 78/4402, Viceroy tel. to Cross, 21 Mar. 1891, enclosed in

rI.O.‘to ¥.0., 25 Mar. 1891.

6. 7.0, 78/4402, Salisbury tel. to Dufferin, no. &, 19 Mar. 1891;
Rudlnl (Italian prime mlmlsue”) to Dufferin, 21 Mar. 1891,
enclosed in pafferln toc Balisbury, no. 51, 24 Mar. 1891.

7. P.0. 78/4402, Vnkonuen to Nerazzini (Luallan agent, Harar), sent
to #.0. by Tornielli, 6 Aug. 1891.



2]
AN
O

e Jiscovered when they arrived there in May. From their new fort

Tthiopian soldiers wexe demanding tribute from the clans on

The Jibril Abokr had fallen back on the Ayal Yunig grazing

~ds ond were demanding that Britain should fulfil her treaty
» . . e 2 g s _ A s b
miigations and protect them. In fact Britain appeared to A0 Just i€

cposite;  the flag was hastily withdrawn from Hargelsa and

vaddar's request for rifles was turned down? A1l that Stace would do
vas address a very conciliatoxy letter to Makonnen, asking him to restrain

nis soldiers; he reccived an equally polite reply to the effect that the

. o . g s . 4 "
cadabursi and llabr Awal were Blhiopilan subjectsy fhe prescure on Tthe

olans was lifted, not through any British action in their defence, but
by the withdrawal of the Hthiopians to Harar. While the Covernment of
India admitted that:

'the obligations assumed by the British Government towards the
tribes with whom Treaties containing & "Protectorgte’™ provision
hzve been concluded, undoubtedly amount to an undertaking to
intervene actively on thelr behalf in the last resort in case
of any unprovoked attack on them or their tervitories,...’

10

(3

tney were to take care that the last resort never should be reached.

1. 1. Swayne, Scventeen Trips...(%rd edn.) DP. 94-106; a good
photograph ol the Jijiga iort Ps contained in I1.0./P&S Borbay/
%4/59, H. & W. Swayne, "Meport on an lxploration in Somali-land. ..’
cnclosed in Govi. of Bombay to Kimberley, no., 1265, 22 Feb. 1893.

2. P.0.C.P. 6176, Stace to Jopp, 30 June 1891, and enclosures,
enclosed in L.0. to ®.0., 17 July 1891.

3, W.0.C.P., 6176, Stace to Jopp, 8 July 1891, and another of same

. jate, received at P.0. 24 July and 25 July 1891.

4. .0, 78/4402, Stace to Makonnen, 1 July 1891, Makonmen to Stace,
5 Amli 188%, both enclosed in Hardinge to Salisbury, no. 191,

S15 Aug. 1891, '
5. F.O,'78/4403, Govi. of India to Govit. of Bombay, 26 Aug. 1891,
enclosed in I.0. to F.0., 29 Oct. 1891.
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ore prepared to punish the protected clans but not to provect

Aip o rosull, Ithiopian expansion was encouraged. In 1895

L oven advanced claims Lo Uargeisa, and complained about a stone

. . . . : . ; 1
iing which was being put up by Lord Delamere as a huntbing base.

1

12 Gadabursi continued to receive visits from Wihiopian soldiews who
. ] v ; . o 2 ;
snot elephants and helped themselves to whatever they fancied, and

nenever Jijiga was occupied the Jibril Abokr were liable to be raided

for tribute. Complaints were made to Makonnen, but he simply denied

e

the charges? “beyond that the British authorities did nothing% There

sere Tecurrent, large scale raids into the Ogaden, where thousands of

camels and cattle were seized? The Somali Coast authorities began to
, N . ) |

talk of the 'ruin' and ‘'depopulation' of the Ogaden, as hordes of

gisorderly Ethioplan troops spread terror all the way down to the

Shibeli and into the Galla country beyond. At times, hundreds of

1. F.0. 78/4690, Makonnen to Ferris, 21 Amli 1887, enclosed in Rodd
to Salisbury, no. 112, 24 Aug. 1895.

2. F.0. 78/4527, Stece to Hardinge, 10 Aug. 1893%, enclosed in
Hardinge to Rosebery, no. 152, 22 Aug. 1893; ?.0. 78/4602,

Sealy to Aden resident, 14 Feb. 1894, enclosed in I.0. to F.O.,
10 Apr. 1894. '

5, #.0. 78/4526, Stace to Jopp, 17 Sept. 1892, enclosed in I1.0. to
#.0., 11 Jan. 1893. ‘ C

4. 7.0, 78/4527, 1.0. to #.0., 2 Nov. 1893, enclosing Jopp to
Govi. of Bombay, 12 Aug. 1893.

5. .0. 78/4471, Stace to Baring, 12 Apr. 1892, enclosed in Baring
to Salisbury, no. 76, 20 Apr. 1892; F.O. 78/4688, report by
Ttalian agent, Harar, 51 Dec. 1894, enclosed in Ford to Kimberley,
no. 24, 2% Jan. 1895. ‘

6. . 7.0. 78/4526, Stace to.Jopp, 17 Sept. 1892, enclosed in 1.0. to-

»,0., 11 Jan. 1893%; F.O. 78/4784, Somali Coast Proteclorate

Afdministration Report, 1894~5, by Ferris, 13 Sept. 1895, para. 9.
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‘og flocked to Berbera. In 1895 Ethiopian soldiers on the Shibeldi

Vs oo L2 . ; .
farced Donaldson umLuﬂ'S expedition to turn back, and by 1898 Merelik's

3

sashority had been felt as far south as Lugh on the Jubar

Phere was little thatl the uwnarmed Somalis could do but complain to the

%

5 .4

sritish authorities, and even the Ogaden asked for British protection.
Wnen the Swaynes reached Milmil in July 1892 their arrival at thesc

wells coincided with that of an influential Ogeden holy man, Sheikh Au

vonamed sSufil, who was travelling through the Ogaden to incite the clans

0 & jihad against the Ethiopians. He complained bitterly of the way

«t

"the Somall nation! was being oppressed, and asked the Swaynés to Join
in en attack on the Ethioplans; they declined? No jihad materialised,
but a revival of the spirit of Ahmed Gran amongst the Muslim Somalig

/as a slrong possibility. They lacked only firearms, and a leader, fﬁr

the influence of 'Somali sheikhs and mullahs', was 'almost entirely

1. Craves, The Life of Sir Percy Cox, p. 555 F.0.C.P. 6788,
memorandum by Sealy, 14 Ieb. 1695, enclosed in I.0. to F.0.,

12 Mar. 1895; T.0. 78/4784, Somali Coast Protectorate
Adminiotration geport, 1894-5, by Ferris, 13 Sept. 1895

2. F.0.C.P. 6788, memorandum by Sealy, 31 Dec. 1894, enclosed in T.0.
to #.0., 17 Jan. 1895; Donalqson Smith, Tnkouﬂn Unknown African
Countries, p. 99.

3. #.0.1/%2, memorandum by Lieut.-Col. F.R. Wingate (on mission %o
Addis Ababa) enclosed in Rodd to Salisbury, no. 18, 9 ¥May 1897.

4., 0. 78/440%, Stace to Jopp, 6 Dec. ¢831 enclosed in Baring to
salisbury, no. 290, 14 Dec. 1891.

5. .0, /8/4540, H. Bwayne to Stace, 27 July 1892, enclosed in I.0.
to #.0., 11 Jan. 189%; T.0. /Pau Bombay/38/39, H. & B. Ywayne,
‘eport on an Ixploration in sSomali-land...!, enclosed in Govi.
of Bombay to Kimberley, no. 1265, 22 Feb. 1893; H. Swayne,
Seventeen Trips... (3rd edn.), P. 241, ‘
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Nevertheless, the Ethiopians were storing up

sminst themselves a deep hatred, and unwittingly fostering the growth
of Somali nationalism. In 1896 the Ogaden actually managed o destroy
an Ethiopian force that had ventured too far into wgterless country,

mut such successes only proveoked further punishment%

Hequests from the anden for protection could be conveniently refused
because they had no treaty relations with Britain, and after 1894 they
vere definitely beyond the British sphere. Similar requests from the
Gadabursl and sections of the Habr Awal, such as the Jibril Abokx, were
more embarrassiﬁg? The first recourse was to ask Makonnen to stop the
incursions, but letters only produced denials of the complaints and
claims to sovereignty over the clans in the British protectorate.
l%rsonal.contact with Makonnen was obviously degirable, and in 1891 the

idea of sending a mission or agent to Harar was revived. As well as '

o,

ealing with border incursions and interference with British clans, a

mission could provide valugble information about events in Harar and

™

A S S s
reassure Makonnen about British intentions!  Salisbury was not willing

H. Swayne, Seventeen Trips...(%rd edn.}, p. 241.

.0, 78/4887, Sadler to Cuningham, 16 Aug. 1897, enclosed in I.0.

to ¥.0., .9 Sept. 1897; #.0. 78/4979, Sadler to Creagh, 30 Aug.

1898, enclosed in I.0. %o F.0., 12 Sept. 1898.

3. 1.0./7&S Bombay/58/59, H.&E. SBwayne, 'Heport on an Exploration in
somali~land...', enclosed in Govi. of Bombay to Kimberlecy, no.
1265, 22 Feb. 1893%; #,0. 78/4784, Somali Cogst Proteciorate
Administration Report, 1894~5, by Ferris, 1% Sept. 1895.

4. *.0.-78/4402, Sealy to Baring, 25 TFeb. 1891, enclosed in Baring to

Salisbury, no. 51, 7 Mar. 1891; Stace to Jopp, 16 Aug. 1891,

enclosed in Herdinge to Salisbury, no. 199, 27 Aug. 1891.

o



.--3 an official mission. because of Italian pretensicns to a

~.-torate. over Ethiopis and the occupation of Bio Caboba convinced

' s - <A - .
~ that even an unofficial migsion would be unwise. To Stace,

_oqever, the Bio Caboba incident was an additional reason in favour of

2 W e s o .
~loser communications with Ha and Salisbury was persuaded o u;reg

+ g Pritish officer should go there as the bearer of cerlain presents

fhn
vilew U

srom GQueen Victoria to Menelik's consort? Italy was informed that

- stgce would be taking presents to H&rar% She was not tol ﬁnaﬁ hé was
d}ufy to obtain thé evacuation of Bilo Caboba, the cessation of raids
cgainst the Somalis and an arrangement about the safety of the Zeila-

Nevertheless, Italy was so touchy about her precarious

N

: N P P P I o]
protectorate that she even objected to an officer taking presents.

- . T - ) 8 s o
The plan was postponedf and cancelled by Rosebery who disliked the

{
subterfuge?

It was soon revived under a new guise. Harald Swayne had been

-
bz

.0, 78/440%, ¥.0. to I1.0., 14 Sept. 1891; F.0.C.P. 6176, I.0. to

ﬂ.o., 17 Sept. 1891.

2. #.0. 78/440%, memoranda by Stace, 20 Oct. 1891, 31 COct. 1891 and
5 Kov. 1891, enclosed in Baring to Salisbury, no. 247, 28 Oct.
1891, no. 259, 11 Hov. 1891, and no. 260, 11 Nov. 1891,

o b

reopectivelj

3, WO 75/4405 ?.0. to I.0., 25 Nov. 1891; ®.0. 78/4471, F.0. to
I.0., 10 eb. 1l892.

4, 7.0.C.P. 6298, Salisbury to Tornielli, 6 Apr. 1892.

5 ¥.,0. 78/4471, memorandum by Bertie, 30 Mar. 1892; F.0.C.P. 6298,

Jopp to Govt. of Bombay, 25 July, 1892, enclosed in I1.0. to F.0.,
2 Gent. 1892

6. . T8/447 Salisbury to Vivian,; no. 101, 28 July 1892; ¥.0. o
“.o., 3 Jhly 1892. :
I #.0. 78/4471, Salisbury to Tornielli, 16 Aug. ¢892
8. 7.0. /d/A411 Rosebery to Vivian, no. 132, 27 Sept. 1892.
9. 0. 78/4471, minute by Rosebery, % Sept. 1892, on I.0. to #.0.
, 2 Sept. 1692.



it was, ostensibly, a private visit by Swayne, Italy was not

ipformed and he reached Harar in Mawvch 1893. e had a long interview

with Makonmnoen.

zede it clear thatl he aimed to absorb all the Somalis until he reached

ihe seéa.

r4
of a port., such as Magsawa, Djibouti or veila?

price to pay for the cessation of the raids; the most that Britain

Josebery agreed that Swayne might use the opportunity to Loy -

ourage incursions into the territories of British protected clan

The rago sbron,ly asserbted Bthiopia's independence and

The only thing that would stop this process was the cegsion

Tnis was too high a

would consider was special trade facilities for the Hthiopians at Zella.

4

The permission to import arms was renewed' but it was decided not

neke Zeila a free port as this would not be enough to satisfy Ethiopie.

The British Government was forced back to the conclusion that an

4

wicfficial mission to Harar was necessary, both to improve trade

@ \Jt

relations and to stop the incursions

3 extracts from H. Swayne private journal, en
14 Aug. 1893; there 1s also a copy of the
Oxford, Mss. Afr. 5 553%; H. Swayne, Sevent

Trivs... (3rd edn.), pp. 1495-174.
4. F.0. 78/4527, #.0. to 1.0., 26 Sept. 1
5. #.0. 78/4602$ to .0., 26 Apr. 1894, and enclosures.
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i Britein asked for the right to communicate direct with Harar.

.s soon as the right had been obtained, gnd the protocol signed, the
o o l - .
India Office suggested that a mission should be sen Italy could no

ronger opject, and in fact favoured it as 2 means of counteringe French
LOIG &

- 2 . B, s . . ‘ . N
influence; but France objected. The rignht to communicate with Harar

wes a part of the ill-fated confidential declaration. Hanotaux
gxploited this to the full, virtually demanding the postponement of the

mission as his price for acquiescing in the boundaxry agreement? ‘It was
not until January 1895, when Hanotaux had extracted sufficient guarantees
about Harar to accept the agreement under protest, that the mission could
be brought up again. By this time, howéver, the Bthiopian situaﬁion

had altered. | War with Italy was brewing in the nértn—oagu, towards

i

TTSﬁewa and there were fewer ralids in Somaliland. In addition

Sthiopian trade was being diverted from Massawa to Zeila and that port

was booming.  There was little necessity for a mission, and the

Government of Indie were unwilling to send one at their own expense?

.. . 6 .
Britain would not contribute  and no longer attached any importance to

N

o .
) . o | : p ] &)
che plan. Yet again, the idea was shelved.

£ ]

L. #.0. 78/4602, 1.0, to ¥.0., 16 Hay 1894.

2. P.0. 78/4602, Kimberley to Ford, no. 113 A, 4 June ld9a

3. P.0. 78/460%, Dufferin tel. to Kimberley, no. 49, 17 July 1894.

4. F.O. 78/4688, Himberley to Dufferin, no. 54, 31 Jan. 1895.

5. ¥.0. {8/4089,_V;Ceroy of India tel. to Fowler, 11 Mar. 1895,
enoiused in 1.0. to I".0., 29 Mar. 1895,

5. 1.0./P&S Dept.bemo. /B69, Feel, 'Italian Demand for Zeyla; Mission
for Harrar' (189)), Fowler tel. to Govt. of India, 15 Mar. 1895.

7. 78/4689, F.0. to I.0., 5 apr. 1895.



Lo meny ebortive proposals for o mission to Harar were not tne only

to Ithloplan raids. The Somalis themselves suggested a remedy,

1 o I, o !
mg for self-defence. The Liberal Government felt that as they
granted Lthiopia permission to import srms through Zeila,

B

Loty dn Justilce, withhold them from the Someli vietd

2

3

ore ready to distribute a limited number of arms to the clans. it

. . - . b
wos argued that the Brussels Act allowed such a scheme’

o one guestioned that thg continuing Bthiopian raiding against the
hiénoeleco Somalis was a crying evil, but every onme of the officials on
ihe Somall Coas Llul segreed with the polioj of distributing arms. Stace,
who by qug time (late 1893) was serving in India, saild it‘would bé |
fadness, for the arms would be used for inter-clan warfare. Cox, in
Zeila, pointed oub that the groups most in need of protection were also
the most’ lawiess. " 'Surely Government can have no conception what these

wild people are like, men born in raid and loot and murder, and whose

whole instinct leads them to that life', wrote Stace in similar vein.

1. ¥.0. 78/4527, Paget to Bertde, 17 June 1893; I O./P”S'Depu.uemo /
Bb4a, . Swayne, 'Political Influence exerted in ila
28 Dec. 1893. :

2. 1.0./P%S to India/l9, Kimberley to Govt. of India, no. 31 Sec.,
18 Aug. 18935.

5. F.0. 78/4527, 1.0, to F.0., 26 July 1893%; F.0. to I.0.,
31 July 1893.
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7
1, of Be rhera, was equally scathing: ‘... the people having

Apuad, 5

coupation but fighting and raiding, end until civilization gives

LA b

other employment they will naturglly continue fighting....' The

~.ie of a camel would purchase a gun; if some.were allowed to possess
o all would procure them, illegally if necessary. Control would be

impossible. Game would be exterminated, complications with Ethiopia

]

sede immeasurably more vrobable and the overall situation worsened. 1z
. land where it was every man for himself the actions of a single
individual might plunge whole-clans into war. Three British officers
and twenty-five camel sowars could hardly conirol a neterogenous

collect ion of armed Somalis. British authority and influeﬁce would
L 2 " Cp . ) - .
gisappear, The local officers were realists, they had no illusions
gpout the Somalis end were unanimous in opposing the issue of arms.

The tragic history of Somaliland was to be their vindication. ‘ Seven-~

1

teen years later a more idealistic administration was to arm the clans

sgainst theSayyid Mohamed Abdulla Hassan and an estimated third of the
1. Abud, Henry Mallaby; 1876, joined Indiui Army; 1886, assistant
+

political agent, Kolhapur; 1886-189 96, assistant resident, Aden;
1889, political agent, Zeila; 1890 and 1893, political &5ent,
Berbera; produced Somall jenealogical trees; 1896-9, political
appointments in Bombay presidency; 1899, assistant resident, édo I
1900, essistant political agent, 3. Maratha country; 1902, membexr
of Aden Boundary Commission and aciing Aden r851oont 1904,
political agent, Cutch; 1913, retired.

¥.0. 78/4602, 1.0. to F.0.(B), 28 Feb. 1894, enclosing memorandum
by Abud, 17 Oct. 1893, Stace to Sealy, 24 Oct. 1893, memorandunm
by Cox, 27 Oct. 1895, memorandum by Sealy, 1l Nov. 1893, and

Jopp to Govit. of Bombay, 1% Kov. 1895,

™o
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_atectorate’s population was to perish in the resultant Can@Qvf
Tn the face of such united local opinion the Government dropped

sheir plans for issuing arms; some other means had to be devised for

5]

—rotecting the clans from Ethiopian raids. The men on the spot could

-

gee only one so}ution,‘anv extension of administrative comtrol inlend
in the form of fortified posts and an enlarged came; corps In this
way the clans could be.proteoted, and also kept in order. Sealy, the
political agent, felt %he futility of merely sitting ‘at the recelpt of
A

customs‘) and argued: ‘'Some visible proof of our Protectorate is neeéded
on our frontier, and that can only be given by the appearance of our
forces occaéionally inland!'. He envisaged a Eurépean‘political officer

uotaruly on the move in the interior, and & chain of five inland posts,
each garrisoned by nine camel sowars, to protect the Habr Awal and
Gadabursi. As a first gtop, he recommended such a post at Hargeisa,

. ‘

costins about £666, and an extra eighteen camel sowars whose cost would
(o) ] b

be offset by a reduction in the Native Infantry garrisons at the ports.

<8

1w backed up his case with excerpts from the Brussels Act which
provided for

"the gradual establishment in the interior... of strongly
occupied stations',

O

.M. Lewis, The Modern History of Somalilend, p. 77.

.0. 78/4602, 1.0. to #.0.(B), 28 Feb. 1894, and enclosures.
.0. ]8/4602,»memorandum by Sealy, 11 Nov. 1893, enclosed in
0. to F.0.(B), 28 Feb. 1894.
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enly for suppressing the alove Lrade buabt alao Lo

Ty

Carpporh anid, LD nocenanry, Liv tiervo g oo co s o Lhio

anhive populabionn; ' o Lo Uebbmbndph indind worn Do buoan

i

cribes by means of arbitration;'
i § LR ) - 2 o ) o) 5
sne Government of Bombay agreed with Sealy and they also recommended

-

inat the political agent should be relieved of all his Aden duties and

ve stabioned permanently at Berbera Ifrom where he could tour the

the Tndian Govermment did not deny that the proposals were NOdQU’uU
L)

and even imperative, but they would not provide thc.n000334ry money .
Under the influence of Lord Elgin, the new Liberal Viceroy, they saw
tnemselves being led into an ever-increasing policy of expansion in
Scmaliland. They protested that they were interested in nothing but
Aden's meat supply; as this was in no danger they saw no reason for
establishing posts and risking trouble with Ethiopia. It was their
belief:

Ctihat we are already doing more in the Somalil country than oux

interests there warrant, and that we are unable to incur furiher

expenditure from Indian revenues, either with a view to

improving the administration, or to securing from attack

I’.\_beS in the interior of the lfroteotoraue.

«

1. .0 [d/éoO Scaly o Jopp, no. 1255, 25 Nov. 1893, and
nunor%naa) ov Sealy, 24 Mar. 1894, botn enclosed in I.U. 1o 0.
<B>, 5 Dec. 1894.

2. . 78/460 3, Covi. of Bombay to Govi. of India, no. 2325, 21 Apr.
78% enclosed in I1.0. to #.0.(B), 5 Dec. 1894.

3. 7.0. 78/4603, Jopp to Govi. of Fombay, no. 324, L Sept. 1893, and
Govz. of Bombay to Govt. of India, no. 6289, 21 Cct. 1893, poth

enclosed in I.0. to P.0. (&), 5 Dec. 1894.
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“Tug inland posts, the camel sowars, the full-time political agent,

wow 5.1 necessary in the interests of peace, security and good

wont, but India, and the Indie Office, thought that Britain

apER
At

vay for them;  relations with Ethiopia were an Imperial,

chati L
4
e
ian concern.

opinlon prevailed at the Foreign Office, where all

for Somaliland was disclaimed. Kimberiey, the for

been secretary for India ten years before, and his
was not softened by this appeal for charity.

'The Somali coast was occupied to the best of my knowledge

(and it was done under my instructions) because it was
considered essential to have control over it in order to
secure the provisioning of Aden. I never heard or knew
of any other motive, and I cannot see that anything has
happened since which changes the situation.? ,

'

hne wrote. Sanderson, the permanent under-secretary was equally

unsympathetic:

"v.. 1f the Gov. of India cen suggest any alternative
arrangement by which the provisioning of Aden can be
secured, Imperial interests will benefit rather than suffer
and our diplomatic relations will be simplified and improved
by our abandoning the Proteciorate. We have assumed it,
we retain it, and we have wrangled about its frontiers and

i

a7

eign

heart

5 Dec. 1894, enclosing Govit. of India to Fowler, no. 1

24 Oct. 1894. -

1.  F.0. 78/4603, 1.0. to F.0.(A), 5 Dec. 1894, enclosing Govt. of

India to Fowler, no. 191 Sec., 24 Oct. 1894; I.0. vo F.O.{B)7
90 SBec.,

-



sxient solely for the sake of India, and at the urgent

cequest of the Indian Govi. wee. 1t should be quite .
unders»aod +hat we have no wish to spend money in i
geveloping the ﬁroLeCLO ate beyond what is required ;or

Indian purposes.

ritain had no intention of paying for the protection of the Somalis.
rimberley considered that the administration should be 'carried om

quietly without anj ambitious designs exer0151n° more influence in

o 2 s 3
the interior,...' and ‘he told the India Office 507

As with so much else in the history of the Somali Coast Protectorale,
the proposals_for protecting the clans never materialised. " The
sission to Harar, which had the‘same objgét in view, was ébandoned a
few months later for the same reason: Britain would not, India could
not, bay. Sealy and Cox continued to press for the posts and the
exira camel sowars, devising methods of raising revenue to pay for the
scheme . The>plans were vetoed by the Indian Government who prohibited

expenditure in Somaliland until the great deficit, outstanding from
carlier yvears, had been made good? It is a’patheiically’revealing

-

commentary on the British position in Someliland that when fthe protected

L. .0, 78/4605, minutes by Sanderson, 7 Dec. 1894 and Kimberley,
9 Dec. 1894, on the two letters from I.0. to F.0., 5 Dec. 1894.
2. ®.0. 78/4603%, minute by Kim Dec. 1894, on Someli Coast

2
PrOueou0£aue Administration Report 18935-4.
3. #.0. 78/4688, #.0. to I.0., 3 Jan. 1895.
4, 1.0. 78/4885, Govt. of Bombay to Govi. of India, 1 Apr. 1
enclosures; Govt. of India to Govi. of Bombay, 17 Oct. 189
voth enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 25 Jan. 1897.
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to Britain for protection, they looked in vadin. The

5t was no more than a strategic possession, occupied to-

amantee British predominonce on bhe route to India. The feeble

frorts made on behall of the Somalis inevitably petered outl ag-

sheir interests werce sacriiiced to the greatler interests of Huropean

'

“giplomacy or Indialeconomy. he only protection involved in this

protectorate was the protection of the British and Indian interests.

sdditional Note.

Leonard Woolf's susplcions about the Anglo-Italian protocol 1894.

Inn his Bwmpire and Cowmerce in Alrica (London, n.d.), pp. 176-1,
221~1, Woolf'ts suspicions were aroused ’y wha+ wasg described as a
Hote officieuse’ annexed to the protoco , cﬂ enci
first (1894) edition of llertslet's Map o (i1, 670),
ut excluded from later editions. The note stated that Harar,
Ogaden an Mijertein were in the Italian sphere, end listed the
clang on the British side of the border. I have no idea where
dertslet found thnis 'Note officieuse'’; 1t is certainly not annexed
to the varicus copies of the protocol in ¥.0. 78/460°. In itself
whe 'Notle! is perfectly innocent, it states no more than can be
deduced from tne published parts of the protocol. Hertslet
presumably omitted 1t from his later editions because 1t was neither
official, nor annexed to the protocol. Its omission led Woolf to
suppose that it was, in fact, the confidential declaration. In this
he was wrong. He also argues, wrongly, that Britain caused
embarrassment for herself by concealing from Italy the ariticle of the
1888 agreement by which both Britain and France agreed not to annex



As eaxrly as March ldoU Italy was told

18887, Ihe fact that both powers also reserved the right
any third power attomplting to annex liarar does not seem to
been communicated 1o Iﬁa?y, but this did not cause any
vlications for Britain. e reason for not publishing the

inzlo-French agreement in 1888 was to avoid Turkish protests, not
weep Italy in the dark.

nat both powers had
not to annex iavar, {(1.0. 78/4166, 0. memorandum 1o Cotalani,
to

to



CHAFIER VIT

ETHIOPTA TRIUMPHANT
During 1895 events in Ethiopie moved swiftly towards war.  French
influence and activity flourished. In 1894 a French syndicate

sptained the Harar railway concession and a wagon road was started from

o)

jiiboutd which was rapidly growing as the new Irench sdministrative

LY

centre. A government decree forbidding the arms trade there was
cnoured only in the breach and the traffic fto Lthiopia continued

inexorably, swelled by the activities of Russian freebooters. Dy

contrast, the Italian position deteriorated, and the more friendless

e

tney became, the more they turned to Britain for assisiance. Kimberley

failed to respond. He was content that Britain should sit peaceiully

~

a2t Zeila and he had no intention of pulling Italian chestnuts out of

the fire. ile regarded the Somall Coast as a supply cenire, not as a
base for Dthiopian adventures. The 1894 agreement had caused
uffici 1t difficulty with France and he did not want any more. fle wes

1, i.0.C.P. 6567, repor t by. Abud, 30 Sept., 1894, enclosed in 1.0, to
P.0., 16 Oct. 1894; 1.0.C.P. 6788, Jopp to Fox‘er, 20 Peb. 1899,
enclosed in 1.C. to F, oy 12 Mar. 18955 T 78/4/84 rencrandumn
by Ferris, 1 Jan. 1896, enclosed in Cromer to Salisbury, no. 9,

18 Jan. 1896.
2, 7.0. 78/4688, minute by Kimberley, 9 Jan. 1895, on Ford to
Kimoerley, no. 5, 5 Jan. 1895.
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- ’ . . i . o .
ne moved by the argument that Trance wag aiming at the Hile via

e danger seemed too remote. The Italian foreign ministenr

ined bitterly that British indifference was da magln" Italy and

Forelgn

[0}

fiis oomnlalnus were in vain; in th

srice papers there is a comment, possibly by Rogebery: 'There is no
~ezding I know of so wearisome & irritating as the lucubrations of

2
sgron Blanc.'!

R
L

In fact, Italy wanted Zeila. She had long coveted it g5 a means
of access to Harar, and the need to counteract hostile Franco-Russian

influence from Dijoubti now enhanced its value. ' In mid-January 1895,

hinting that Britain perhaps wished to see Italy defeated, Blanc

challenged her to disprove this by asking for Zeila in weturn for the
northerny UL]ort in’ The same proposal had been made, and rejected,
L ) 4 - C L y
the previous yeax. Kimberley remained adamant: 'I am not disposed

M>exﬁer‘“ln any ques tion of the transfer of Zeyla to Italy.' he wr rote?

6
4 a second best, Italy suggested a temporsgry lease of Zeila. In return,

1. O. 76/4688, Kimber rley to Ford, no. 11, 9 Jan. 189 ; ‘

2. I Q. 78/1080, unsigned pencil minute (P in Joaoocrd s hand), n.d.,
on printed copy of ford to Kimberley, no. 8, 9 Jan. 1895. Baron
Blanc was Crispi's minister for foreign affairs.

3. 7.0. 78/468 TFord to Kimberley, no. 11, 16 Jan. 1895; Ford tel.
to Kimber Ley, no., 1%, 20 Jan. 1895. :

L, - See above, p. 217.

5. ¥.0. 78/4688, minute to Kimberley, 21 Jan. 1895, on Ford tel. to

Kimberley, no. 1%, 20 Jan. 1895.
78/4688, Silvestrelli /‘tal an. cnarwe dlaffaires) to

O

Kimberley, 23 Jan. 1895; Sanderson, LA:land furope and the Upper

Mile, pp. 219-20.

~.

~



mised eternal friendship for Britain in Africa. She would not
-y use Yeila as a base for attacking larsr. The British flag could
pbinue to fly. A1l that was necessary was for the Italian flag to

i

o e m - -~ - IR - ) B
-1y glongside. Kimberley and Rosebery still refused; they would not

P Gk
Py
-

~gk trouble with France or Bithiopla.. Uhe India Office, also, objected

PRIy

7

roposal 'under any conditions whatever, whether Italy be

o
<
ot
£l
o
e
]

~cssessor, tenant, or even joint occupant....' They feared a I'ranco-
riglian conflict in their protectorate. For a while, Italy was
*

s

3 A : Lo b
sersuaded to drop her demand for Zeila.

is consolation, Kimberley repeated Salisbury's offer of 1891 which

5

tnev had not followed up; that an Italian agent might be stationed in
seila without the name of consul’ The Italians tried hard to get
6 7

srmission for this agent to fly his flag at Zeila, but they failed.

SopNt

g

Ir. Nerazzini, previously their agent in Harar, was sent to live in Zeila

o)

e . = d -« e T .,
& ‘private individual'. In allowing this, the British Government

o
L3

1. .0, 78/4688, Kimberley to Ford, no. 29, 26 Jan. 1895;
Silv wireil& to Sanderson, 28 Jan. 1895.

2. #.0. 78/4688, Kimberley to Ford, no. 32, 6 Feb. 18/5; P.R.O.,
Lord Sanderson's private papers, vol. L (#.0. 800/1), minutes by
Kimberley, 27 Jan. 1895 and Rosebery, 28 Jan. 1895, on loose

minute by Sanderson, 27 Jan. 1895.

3. 1.0./P&S Dept. Memo./B69, Neel, memorandum, 19 Mar. 1895.
. e /= y P . / ~ - .
Sel.P.,A/125/1, #H.G. Edwardes (secretary of embassy, ﬁome), to

Log
Barrington, private, 29 July 1895.
5. 78/4688, Kimberley to Ford, no. 32, & Feb. 1895.
6. #.0. 78/4688, Kimberley to Ford, no. 37, 13 Feb. 1895.
7. #.0. 78/4689, Kimberley to Ford, no. 74, 5 Apr. 1895.
8. ¥.0. 78/4690, memorandunm by Sanderson, 3 Aug. 1895, ’
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. 7
the Somali Coast, Aden, Bombay and Indisn suthorities, all of

to keep their protectorate neutral in the worsening quarrel.

. nad to pay for the Somali Coast but it was made to serve Imperial
ks, (A1AD interests.
K -

.

as further demonstrated in April W89), when a consignment of

et
e
]

es for Makonnen was detained at Aden at Italy's request. in the

the permission to import

~

-

) o , . . N 2 , ) N
_erms that he had sent Queen Victoria three lions. Now, when the

= srrived, they were withheld. To Ferris, the political agent, it

far more important to keep the friendship of Ethiopia than to

«
AN

= a few rifles for the sake of Ital

but he could not persuade the

- ; ; . s : -
Foepl o Office and the grms had to remain impounded at Aden.

1. zoon became ap“'rcnt that Nerazzini's activities were far from

Lai - ‘yrivate and unofficial'. His presence in Zeila was hardly

i, for, apart from the British vice-consul, he was the only Buropean

vesident in the town and he was freguently visited by Italian warships.

78/4689, 1.0. to £.0., 29 Mar. 1895; I1.0. to #.0., 18 Apr.
18957 and enclosures.
2.G. 7u/4{dz Aden Administration Repord, 139 ~5, by Cuninghan,
18 July 1895, ‘
::O. 78/Lbo9, memorandun by Perris, 4 Apr. 1895, enclesed in Heel
arvington, 4 May 1895; Ierris to Cromer, demi-~official,
12 June 189%, enclosed in Cromer to Barrington, 18 June 1895.
?.0. 78/4689, ¥.0. to I.0., 19 June 1895; F.0. 78/4784, ®.0. to
1.0., 2 Jan. 1896. '



.5 well-known to the Hthiopians, and he was obviously spying on them.

grumble& to Cromer that Werazzini's arrival had paralysed trade,

f

. merchants looked upon him as the precursor of an Italian take-

. . L 4
and credit had dried up.

1

ris fears were doubbless increased by news of the Italian disaster

Ferrls
.. imbs Alagil, in northern Eﬁhiopia, on 7 December 1895. 300 native
~sops were lost. It was a pointer to things to come, the more sc as
ere were rumours of a Mahdisﬁ attack on the Italian garrison at
253818, The ;talian Government read the writing on the wall and
iiried desperately to drum up support from the Powers'. Britéin could

cwviously help with a relief expedition from Buakin to Kassala.. Cromer

ested this, but Salisbury, now back in office, ‘'had no wish to rush
¢ the rescue of a member of :the Triple Alliance, and was ready 1o see
-ne Italians stew in their own julce'. He was maturing his plans for
e reconquest of the Suden and did not wish to be rushed into any
-recipitate advance on Kassala. Britain's position in Egypt déepended
st the reconguest of the Sudan and its Nile, and Salisbury was not

srepared Lo jeopardise this position by advancing before he was fully

- P.0. 78/4690, Ferris to Cromer, demi~official, 31 July 1895,
enclosed in Cromer to I.H. Villiers (assistant under-secretary,
F.O.), 14 fug. 1895; Ferris to Cromer, private, 30 Oct. 1899,
enclosed in Cromer to Salisbury, no. 136, 8 Wov. 1895; P.0.
6%%/5/623, Cromer to Ldwardes, private, 21 Oct. 1895.

. fobinson - and Gallagher, Africa and the Victorians, pp. 346-T.

[N
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Hevertheless,

Pydein's [riendship for Italy necessitated at least some shiow oOf
‘

~orts If Beyptian interests were too great to upset, there was

- siner place where Imperial interests were small oy comparison, and
-yrendable. The Somali Coast was an ideal place with which to make
ooty gestures.

4

“here were some ways in which Britain could hardly avoid helping

TLaly. Large quantities of livestock were allowed to be exported from

- . . » S | . .
bera for Italian troops in northern Hthiopia™ and the Aden
s were told to keep the Itelians informed of any Hthiopian

This was nardly support, however; it cost little, and

'UJ

guick to point out

-
of
©
}_.J

o
=
©
o

serely duplicated Nerazzinil's elforts

set the military disaster had occurred because she had no access to

‘ R 4 : . s , . . o

southern Dthiopia through Zeila she asked 1 she could send a force

wough the British port? Ls before, the Indian Government wanted to

teep thelr protectorate out o* the quarrel, but Salisbury considered

1, .0. 78/4784, Cunidgham to Govi. of Bombay, no. 86, 5 Jan. 1896,
bncloood in I. O to F.0., 31 Mar. 1896.

2, #.0. 7@//090 Hamilton tel. to Jopp, 10 Dec. 1895, enclosed in
7.0. vo I'.C. l¢ Dec. 1895, ' : :

7. 7.0. 7b/4’° Jopp tel. to Hamilton, 11 Dec. 1895, enclosed in
1.0. to r.O., 11 Dec. 1895

4. .0. 78/4690, Ford to Salisbury, no. ~_97 12 Dec. 1895.

5. ?.0. 78/4690, Salisbury to Ford, no. 184, 17 Dec. 1895.

o 7.0. 78/4690, Viceroy tel. to Hamilton, 15 Dec. 1895, enclosed in
1.0. to P.0., 16 Dec. 1895.



e

LT owanteds

-7 issues than Aden 1

S A

4

any,. e told Italy that

spitein had once again, apparently,

1ity, however, Salisbury was fairly

i changed her rbquest

1

sereby diverting Ethiopian L;roowP

-z north where they were pressing
P 5 15

whact did not require a difficult

imply the presence of a token

(i’l

r ner original request,

P

z 10 pass through Ze

He was

mneat suppbly

she co

In the first place, by the

Her object was to threaten Harar and

therefore,

ila, he was off

N
W
s

to be at stake. Urged on by
\ . . .. 2
uld send troops through Zeila.

disregarded India's wishes. In

certain that Italy would not act

time Salisbury made it, Italy

(including, probably, Makonnen) from

hard on the Italian forces.  This

and costly expedition through Zeila,

4

Italian force there. Three days

Italy asked instead to be able to

uion temporarily 200 men at Zeila. Britain would not agree to this,
- it was bound, sooner or later, to call down an Ethiopian atback .on
sritish protectorate. whnen Saligbury agreed to allow Italian

o~

gssion

&
©
3
©

ering the conce they no

also offering them a concession which he lnew

- could not make use of, @s he explained later to Cromex:
L 0. 78/4690, Sir ¥. lascelles (British ambassador, Berlin) tel.

(%]

to buﬁ¢souvy,
.0, 78/4690,

Sanderson,

no. 55, 14 Dec. 1895,
Salisb“rv to Ford, no. 184, 17 Dec. ldQ5;

bnc Tnne*

7.0. 78/4690,

£
to #.C., 21 Dec.
o

#.0. {5/4784, ord to

W0, 78/4690, Salisbury to F
loose minute by Sanderson 1
Salisbury, n.d.

&)
6 Dec. 1895, and

6, 11
T4, no. 184, 17

Jan. 1896.

Dec. 1895; 1.0. 800/1,
minute thereon by
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e matter 15 a purely
o T A -
purposes .at llome, as 1t

academical one,
would not be

B T
ACEPT 1Lox

.possible to

rliamentary

expedition through Zeyle which would produce any us

The iﬂ%li&ﬁ and German Governments are perlectly we
7o arive the UOl;t nome, the British Government were at pains bo tell
itely how difficult it would be to send an expedition through Zeila.
“he War Office produced a gloomy descripiion of the port, listing iis
lack of resources, accommodation, camels and facilities, arnd emphasisin
L1 TG | dey e~ LT 3 < R S e 2 I3
that the woute to Harar ran through miles of waterless desert: The

7

Iialians took the hint? and Salisbury

hey were unli

.Ly to descend on

was able to assure the India Office
Ly * 4 A o <4
Zeila, As a final precaution,

the permission was hedged around with condifions that made 11 prectically

worthiless, When the French heard of the concession they protesited that

it infringed the 1888 agreement and its self-denying clause about Harar?
' 6

they threatened tc send troops themselves if Jtaly advanced on Harar.

sel LazJ accordingly insisted that Italy should not use Zeila as the

base for an attack on Harar? In the circumstances the permission to

1. #.0. 78/4784, Salisbury tel. to Cromer, no. 5, °2 Jan. 1896.

2. ¥.0. 78/4690, copy of Capi. W.E. Fairholme (W.0. ) to Count

Lovatelli (Italian

naval attaché), 24 Dec. 1895.

3, #:0. 78/4690, memorandum by Villiers, 2 Dec. 1895; F.G. 78/478
Gen. Terreroc <Iua¢laﬂ ampbassador, Lond ) to Blanc, 4 Jan. 1896,
in Italian Green Book no. 23%, enclosed in Ford to Salisbury, no.

2 May 1896; #.0. 800/1, loose minute by Sanderson, 24 Dec. 1895.

£, ?.0. 78/4784, #.0. to I.0., 8 Jan. 1896.

5. .0, 78/4690, Salisbury to Dufferin, no. 5703, 19 Dec. 1895;
Du¢¢@r¢n to Salisbury, no. 402, 19 Dec. 1895.

i

. P.0. 78/4690, Salisbury to
F.0. 78/4784, Salisbury to

Dufferin, nc. 583, 31 Dec. 1895.

Ferrero, 2 Jan. 18%6.
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erfectly useless; it was merely s snow of
? .

“he Italian Government tried to wring better conditions out of
szlisbury . They were particulaxrly aggrieved by the SuluuLdLlOﬂ that
ey should not attack Harar which tkcv considered to be in their

1 ~ ’ 2
-~otectorate. For all his pr cotestations oi sympathy, Salisbury was.

s

sot going Lo antagonise France and Ethiopia in the interests of a lost
cause. As their position deteriorated the Italians' pleas vecame ever:
but they fell on deaf ears. The most Salisbury would
soncede was to allow Werazzini to investigate Dagarita as a landing
: ; . . o 4
place, alfhough tnc same hampering conditions as at Zeila were to apply.
Whether the I talians would ever have used Dagarita it 1s not possible t
say; thelr ambitions were cut short by the batile of Aduwa on 1 HMarch
1896:  approximately 8,000 Italian and 4,000 native troops were killed
/M 3k ’ 3 H
sra D ¢ WATE < ’"” - o4 rest b ™ .'Lh l the tillexn b T1 Hom -t? &
and 2,000 were caplured together with ail the artillery.  In iome, the

e 7

litent Crispl Government fell, vut not before arranging that the

1. #.0. 78/4784, Ford to Salisbury, no. 6, 11 Jan. 1896.
2. #.0. 78/4784, Salisbury to ford, no. 6, 17 Jan. 1896.
3. P.0. 78/4784, Ford to Salisbury, no. 20, 6 FPeb. 1896; Ferrero to
© F.0., 8 ¥eb. 1896. |
4., ’F.O. 18/4784, Salisbury to Ford, no. 18, 19 Feb. 1896;
o Viceroy, 44'feo. 1896, enclosed in I.0. to #.G., 25 ¥
5. These numbers are based on Jones and Monroe, History of

p. 145; other sources give smaller casualty figures.



sonfidential declaration of the 1894 agreement should

3
<

v 4o this the declaration had remained unknown to the public at

iarge although 1t had been disclosed to the Governments of Iurope. Its
saplication was presumabls parting shot at Britalin for her lack of
:,\,( £ 2 L >

l/:

cupport, and an attempt to drag her down with Ital for the declaration
+ 3 o] 3

conbained an explicit British recognition of the Italian protectorate
over Iithiopia. in the face of Menelik's resounding victory this was

distinetly cubarrassing for Britain.

Britain's suppo vt albedt reluctant, for Italy, was alsgso shown in

i
i

A

other ways. After the battle, suppiies and medical assistance for

o . . . o2 ae s
italian prisoners went through Zella, as did the Italian representatives

- A - , . 4. . . ~

wno arranged peaoe5 and the liberated prisoners. Nost demaging of all,
the new Italian Government published a Green Boox revealing Britain's
offer of Zeila as a hase for invading Ethiopia? It matiered little
that Salisbury's conditions had made the offer worthless. The bare

1. P.0. (0/4784, cxtract from 11 Povolo Romano, enclosed in Ford to

Salisbury, no. 52, 20 Mar., 1896; Sal. L.,ﬁ/““b/b, Ford tel. to
Sa Llsoury; private, 20 Mar. 1896.

76/4785, Tord tel. to Salisbury, no. 49, 22 May 18
to Hemilton, 4 Sept. 1896, enclosed in I.0. to #.0.
1896.

. e - - mr ~ s s 5 . s g /

3. 3/ 4 /Dj, COL. Teedhan (British militaxry eattache, 2] to
s, 28 Aug. 1896, encloged in fdwardes to Salisbuxy, no. 201,
189b. :

4 78/4886, “adler to Cuningham, 30 Mar. 1897, enclosed in I.C.

9
8/4783, Ita 11an Green ?ook,éno. 2%, enclosed in Ford to
ry, no. 100, 2 May ‘890. ‘
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ing Italy in the north; now he was free to attend to
somaliland. The Somali Coast Protectorate found itself in a parious

sosition because, Indien protectorate though 1t wes, it had been

~

sub djn 4 %o the pro-Italian policy of The British Government.

Harald Swayne forecast an increasce of HEthioplan raids into the

e , L2 T e - . .
#ritish protectorate. The Government of India were egqually alarmed,

fearing that the alignment of the protectorate with Italian interests

:

might lead to war with

knl

Ethiopia. They had never been able to spare the
money to administer the vrotectorate properly and they certainly could
not afford to defend it against Menelik. They were anxious for the

British. Government to take over the Somali Coast, leaving them

5

responsibie only for Adent The India Office rejected their plea on
moral grounds. If Aden depended on the Somall Coast for iis supplies,

and if the Government of India insisted on keeping Aden, they had no

right to try to pass ofl

iy
ot
o]
0]
.
4
=
[¢]
5
o]

protectorate to Brifain as soon as

w
o
=
-
o+
PR

it became inconvenient, expensive or dangerous. As Lee-Varner

Your Zi.e. India’ _7 Aden firm opens a branch at Somalil land
for its meat business By zoing there, you reguire the
goodwill of AbySglfl to get your meat to the ports, and you

L. . d, 4th series, 1896, xli, 297-8, qaestlons by Gibson
Bowles and Labouchere, 2 June 1896. ,

2. ¥.0. 78/4765, H. Swayne to Lee-Warner, 24 Max. 1896, enclosed in
1.0, to #.0., 4 May 1896.

5. .0, 78/4885, Govt. of India to nau;Luony no, 74 Sec., 22 Apr.

1896, enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 25 Jan. 1897.
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the rivalry ol lrence and wne

You must take the advantages and

s in Africa. The profits of the
1iy to the Aden fixrm. The Aden
the risks. You can take or leave
SS. Whilst you keep 1t, we will help you with
and diplomacy from London. But thet advice
ring us into parinership with your profits or
.

T eny case, there were strong reasons against dividing the closely

jinked administrations of Aden and the Somali Coast. Aden took most

of the protectorate's produce; therc were 5,000 Somalis in the port,
g

and some of the Coast cus stoms dues were collected there. - India was

4

sold that she would have to grin and bear her Somali burden unless she

could find an alternative source of supply. Only if she could

srovision Aden from Arabia or India would she be justified. in
‘ )

2
transferring. or abandoning Somaliland?

Local opinion insisted that the Somali Coss t was essential to Aden.
. L]
Ferris and Brig.-Gen. Cuningham (the iden resident) reported Lu t the
irabiasn hinterland could never supply Aden's needs and that meat from
India would be far too expensive. They argued that the only feasible

source of supply was bthe Somali Coast and its hinterland, possibly an
OpLy : ;X

1. I1.0./P&S India/90, minute by Lee-Warner, n.d., on Govt of India
tel. to Hamilton, 14 Jan. 1897.

2. .0, 78/4885, memorandum by Sir H. qu0§en%“ ry {(Hamilton's privat
ze ary), 21 May 1896, enclosed in I.0. to ¥.0., 25 Jan. 1897.

5. 1.0. 3 to India/22, Hamilton to Govt. of India, no. 2

J . ? 7
17 July 1896, and minutes therewith by Lee-Warner, n.d., Hamilton,
3 Jane 1896 and hyalL, 20 June 1896.
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than they already possessed. Purthermore, they
recompended that 1f Aden's supplies were to be really secure, there

snould be more intexference and expenditure in the interior, with police
s0sts, a larger camel corps, resistence to Ethiopian encroachment and a
sloser administration. The Government of Bombay took a similar view,

1 LY .

though they hoped that India would relieve them of all —e ponsibility by

I
a7

[0]

taiing direct charge of Aden and the Somali Coast. - They also pointed

out that they could not abandon the clans whom they had a moral

chligation to protect, nor cven the Haud 'if faith is to be kept with the
. o a ' 2 ‘

wribes and the food supply of Aden secured,....f! The Goverrmment of

india did not want to hear such opinions. Determined to be rid of

awkward protectorate, and having failed to foist it off on to
3ritain, "they wished to abandon it completely. Regardless of their

to protect the clans, they sent Maj.-Gen. Hob

Qu

ay, Commissary-

eneral-in~Chief of the Indian Army, +o Tind out whether the Somali

. . 5
Ceast really was essential to Aden”

L. I1.0./P&S India/92, note by Ferris, 6 Oct. 1896, Cuningham to Govi.
of Bombay, no. 44, 21 Oct. 1896, both enclosed in Covi. of Indis to
damilton, noe. 73 Sec., 1 June 18697; J-O /P&S Aden/7, Cunir ngnam to
H. Batty (Bombay political t.) emi~official, 28 Nov. 1896,

o
j @
k. "Cf_
pui

.
Pl -

-

enclosed in Cuningham to Lee
2. 1.0./P83

~ 1 ]
enc*o OG

Pl

rnef, 22 Dec. *890,

ndia/OZ Govt. of Doqu/ to Govt. of India, 11 Dec. 1896,
in Govt. of India to Hamilton, no. 73% Sec., 1 June 1897;
4976, Govi. of Bombay to Govi. of India, no. 7568, 23 Dec.
osed in I1.0. to P.0., 26 Apr. 1898,

e

<
")
e
,\\.J
H\:O i

b
3 7.0, /0/488 5, cht. of Indis tel. to Hamilton, 14 Jen. 1897,
enclosed in I.0. 0., 25 Jan. 1897; I1.0./P&S Ind ia/92, Govt.
of India %o Maj. —Geq. R.F. Hobday, no. 2105-B, 24 Jan 897,

~

¥
enclosed in Govt. of India to Hamilton, no. 7°
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veanwnile, rather than abandon the protectorate, Perris had sgggcsted
1688 wabic means of avoiding e clash with Ethilopia the ola idea
oz missilon. In October 1896 Italy and Dthiopia made peace, and
ndence was recognised. his meant that the Somali
Coundaxy agreement of 1894, arranged with Italy as the protecting power
-7 Zthiopia, was now vractically worthless. Ferris wanved a new

vy del lﬂit&blon, with Menelik, and the Government of India offered
S T 3 42 5 T 7, e}

-5 pay for Harald Swayne to go as British representative. Ferris had
reasons for pressing the idea of a mission, the most important of

«nich was to establish better relations with Ethiopla.

4is had been anticipated, the battle of Aduws was followed by

increased Anglo-Iithioplan tension. in June 1896, Harrington, the Zeila

vice-consul, discovered some grass huts and a zariba bullt by Lthloplans

:t some not springs known as Alalo, about 120 miles south-west of Zeila.

. few days later he recelved letter from tne local Ethiopian commander,

srotesting thet he was irespassing in Menelik's texrritoxy.

msintained that he was in British territory, which he was, according to

the 1894 agreement. Nor was there any evidence of Ethiopian authority

Hertslet, The of (3rd eén.), ii, 458-9.

P .0, 78/4786, Ferris 18 Nov. 1896, enclosed in Cromer
to Salisbury, nmo. 140, 23 lov. 1896.

3. .0 78/ﬂ786, Govi. of Indias to Hamilton, no. 189 Sec., 28 Oct.
1896, enclosed in I.0. to #.0., 15 Dec. 1896.

i #.0. 70/4780, Harrington to Ferris, 29 Fov. 1896, Terris to
Cromer, 1 Dec. 1896, both enclosed in Cromer to Salisbury, no. 150,
& Dec. 1896.
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e, apart from the huts at Alalo. Harrington returned

voported to Ferris, urging that the boundary with Harar

) _L
neoded to be defined. Perris wrote a conciliatoxry but firm

saying that ‘'buildings should not be erected within

o

cerritory of Her Majesty the Queen of lingland without permission.

skonnen replied that Alalo, and the Gadabursi territory, were in

' LD
empire.

wkonnen's reply was gquickly followed in early September, by reportis

\,\'s

s s - A B . o
. the wthiopian flag at Alalo. The local British authorities wished

. iower it, for their prestige and influence were at stake and they felt

Y et s ; > . I
.+ inaction would only encourage Lthiopian encroachment? The British

sympathised with this view, but their forces on the Somall

were so measre that their first concern was to avoid a collision

.1%h Bthiopia. They decided that

crength, the flag would have to remain uniil reinforcements, possibly

: Abyssinian influence
7 July 1896, enclosed

lton,
kopnen b 3 Mahasi 1888, enclosed in

1

Salisbury, I 6.

Jamilton, 7 Sept 89t nclosed
o i i
0

IR S I o

e}




ww00ps on their way back from Suakin, could deal with 1t

s

"~ [ S £ PFaiet < L1 ERCUEE - g,
erated, for the flag was simply in the cusitody o

Ferris sent some men to remove 1t, but tne
ks

sioaian, forewarned, had decamped, flag and all, into Zthioplen

N PR e £ - vy 3 bl b} - e s £ - ) ad
Terris was determined to take some actlon for he feared

-wat otherwise Mekonnen would abgsorb all the Gadabursl and thresten

arreisa;  thwarted by the elusive flag he decided to burn down the huts

j]

,«A
E,u“u .

This was too drastic for the Indila Office. They tried lo

e

1o
b too latel The deed had been done, and Ferris wroive

570D 1v, but were
=nd told Makonnen S0. The India Office found that their Somali Cosast
<

~olitical agent was pursuing a policy far too aggressive for thelr

iiking and the danger of a hostile Hthioplan reaction caused them grave

COnCern. The pos;e*slon of Somaliland had its advantages, but
‘... one risk overshadows all these advantages however
substantial., AbYCthla is flushed with success, and it needs
ports Tor trade and for arms. Tt has claimed the Somali Land
as part of its empire.... _

... If we remain, the settlement of our limits with Abyssinia

seems an urgent dnd immediate necessity.'!

1 ©.0. 78/4785, 1.0. to #.0., 10 Sept. 1896, and minuteg thereon by
Lortie, 10 Sept. 1896, and Salisbiry, n.d. _

2. F.Oj 78/4785, TFerris to Cromer, 21 Sept. 1896, enclosed in Cromer

' to Salisbury, no. 125, 50 Sept. 1896.

2 I.O./E&S Aden/7, Ferris to Cuning
Cuninghe Uo Hemilton, 29 Oct.

M5
£, 78 Hamilton tel. o Cuningham, 10 Nov. 1896, enclosed
in i.G. to 1.u.7 10 Nov. 1896. :
3. 78 7 tel. Lo Hemilton, 11 Nov. 1896, enclosed
0.
5, 0. ¢ 18 Hov. 1896, enclosed in
1.0. to I .
7. 1.0 /P*S Je)u-lCmO/ '“mo Somali Protectorate!, by Lee-YWarner,
25 Wov. 1896.



-we Indien point of view a mission had become nighly degirable.

< .

OMe arTangement w

S
s o reasonable

come GO
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successiul negotiation.it

}

for

srom Cairo, Cromer had also advocated a mission

mrrenging the disputes in the neighbourhood of 5o e.os by but he
sy anobher, more pressing ceason, hoo: i
of Abysoinio is becoming 2 mabler of considerable
rom all T besy it is certain that RBussian and
ce Lo areqom;n&nt, that Menelik is being i inci ited
every possible way, Lnat he ig being told that the
Angl JLLan advance in the Soudan is being directed against
nim, and that 1f we once get to Khartoum Abysginia will be )
attacked.. ..

Under theso circumstances mi it not be desirable to send a
misoion bo Abysoinia, whdch mig to some extent countoract lhe
hostile mniiucuccs now ob work?'?

sthiopia had assuwmed a new signilicence in British policy. Although

bchener's hliiﬁzry railw JJ was advancing scross the Nublan desert in

the direction of Umdurman 100'0 were disquieting rumours that Menelik
send some of his surplus arms to the dexrvishes from the west,

iarchend had begun the heroic journey that was to end at &

¢ British Government were alive to the danger of a complimeniary

rench thrust to the Nile from the east through Ethiopial Pernaps

5 o 5 K R e . . 2 7 &0

i )JWL.*.“, Hamilton, Hamilton to Salisbury, privete. 7 Dec. 1896,

2. 7.0, 76/4786, Cromer to Balisbury, no. 150, 8 Dec. 1896; Sal.P.,
A’/Tfi.Oy/lOk), Cromer to Salisbury, private, 5 Dec. 1896.

. Robinson and Callagher, Afwica and the Victordans, pp. 345, 546.
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unger way. [t was Xnown vnat
Daiboutl oo rotily ther
DJLp0OUWTL, was Tevulnilng Lngre Lo

of the new situation in Ethiopia

- 3alisbury had any fears, they were Justified, for

a0t pound for Addis Ababa to get materiel Eihioplan support for

no

gns on the Nile. Menelik was bound to show favour towards
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snce and Russia, the rivals of

s omission to visit Ethiopia snd a Russian

wership had been engaging in suspicious activities on the coast south of
issabl Altogether, these factors indicated the wisdom of a m¢ sion to

venelik if barlsourj was to keep other powers out of the Nile Valley.

i

The War Office, under the mistaken impression that the disaster at

<

Ltduwa and a more recent one nea T“d10040 would make Italy abandon all

3
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3
o
o+
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o
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ner Africun territory feared that France would ste
®

Yile. - They strongly recommended that

'_) D4

ke ; . i e e s C \ )
Zritain should arrange with Menelik +to inherit the Ogaden herself”

o~

Pinally, end helpfully, even the chancellor of the excheguer It avoured &

4 ey foa . 5 N
L. [8/4786, Sir ssador, Psris) to
: T bl - [
lishur no. 21
g N~ Tl P w4
2. Robinson and Gall 360.
3. F.0. 78/4785, sir Petersburg)

~

to Saliisbury, n Cromer tel.

o.L

. 269, 20 Nov. 1896.

lonialiom in somelia, D.
randum by Sir John Ardagh, Director of Military

ZnteLilg~noe (here% ter, u.“.I.>, to #.0., 23 Dec. 1896.

ol
- 4 LR S
to Saiisuaf\9 no
C)C‘
s, o
X

;.Q.

(NI N




i

o 43 O N e o3 9] 4 3
& > 43 a ol 2 o ] 4
. e jo : a3 jof = @ 2 W B oJ
4 s o @ o] o] @ < o I NS
pel 3 3 - 0 . o op @ -~ 3 e i 53 i
B [ &) o] o 2 o <3 [ Q r— o] "y [0} e
42 ) 1 © 0 B o + o} - A - & 54 = 2 Ql
o [oh) O 2 & ] fas! 3 4 42 > o] Id S} NN &}
O .l I £ o 3 Q3 Oy O = 3 & e .
O s sty s} oy @ ) 0 (@) o] [ fe} o] ~ 4 o
- 9 o < o - ® B @ 3 - + G - O ©
g i o o o ~ 4 +2 0 Q o - () [
O 0] o3 o] o] o w e 3 O &) [SRNIEES
s} 12 @) e —~ Q o 1 3 [$] e - o
3 | g 4 [} i i 43 @ [} @ » 9} 5o} ~ 0d
& 4 o ~ o &0 o] §4 = 4 0 B M - O
o} C (e} w -~ o] o] Q e} [ 3 [0} Gy O
Gq G M e o = &4 30 24 [€] O] @ e Gd i
> 0] +3 = 4 &3 [ o O
& o St 5= < ) - © © e gy 3 i By
o} o < «Q +2 re) i ke igo’ -+ e D e
0 o} Gy R B [y e 3 +> & B! D e A = jant
o) el & = e 42 jo o) 0 w [N o] )
i +3 o} o} 4 o - Kol -+ -~ 3 ~ 3
o} € T 2 3 +3 @ S5 N 3 O o N i
] [ 2 3 < g D o @ [ay] el =4 OO « .
by et ¢ @ 42 3 e C 0] [N 4 a0 ~
o &1 =] -+ « Q +> e ! St o o ® B ON 0 G
o3 o 0 =< O] 93] &4 < o 1 o . ] @ O O
] [ O e e ® Q O 6] Gy -+ G ad [wiNe)] &4 2 g g
vt = o & o] [9) 4 = 42 . O o C = o ] = o
= a o} +2 » b0 9] &0 w S - e Qe . O
4 o 3 e 4 6] o3 4] U] < < @ 42 By e | s g
0] O 42 o pe &4 Ko +3 o] O -+ O R 0] O R
ol i 6} P~ -+ o = 3 o} o o} =5 O MO 3
@ i} o fais] Gg ON - ~ +2 G fy Rl EolNw e o RS
16} 4 I ol 4 o9} : fam & o] Lo P 5o BV R
1 - R 4 @ 1t ] O (9] 63 - < O e BT
O +3 0] 43 -y e =y &4 o) G [} + B =l
o ~ 7 9] o ® o 0] @ = pe ~—{ [¥
@] -+ o i i Y 8] s e Q - = o o -
3 - 3 o ] + - 4+ © +2 & i
e} [ = 91 +3 < o \NO e 3 4o By
9] o o <2 i £ 3 " 42 & - wo e
4 3 G 1 [=! £ o & i jas L4 I 4+ 4
& o o3 4 Q it 0] 43 6] o3 4 3
o [} 43 3} 5] 4 +3 > Q © 3 a3 o] i 8}
= 3 Q 4 G4 4 o] +2 el o] +3 o3 o
o 3 = = S +3 0 o} o o
4 @ B ey o] 3 e} e o3 9}
(o] 2 S Q = @ &~ s o G4 0] o @
O 4 -2 45 ] @ &~ O. LS D @ K
ey o 3 ] o) ~ [0} +2 e i~ 42
o5 4 5 =] el +2 +3 O
@ > s o & o 0 ¢ t o
jo 3 O 2 D D 0] e <3 @ @ b
& ™ O + = = NN < 0
- . @ 153 6] & 0 N 2 o =2
2y e S -~ K/ %] 3 [0} [0} i o] ]
o el 3 ) @ o ~ = = @
= 6] > = oot O & +
o o ¢ ! w3 +3 - = = 4
o @ -~ o] [ < G G
O o -2 © K} e o} By G
32 oo 4 Kl joN tes) ¢ o] e o s - S °
o ) - o +2 e 02 . -2 Ev] = 2y e EE IR0 I
S5 3 = [t o e [wi (0] 42} +2
42 Bl o ) I\ o] = ©) d
4 -4 +3 = 42 - : o B +2
&4 2 o e 50 R o3 1o} G
o3 52 = 5 ) o < ! = . . . -
B [ 3 3 & o3 &} 2 - 4 O\ NN g YN

e

ccount ©

1

[

an

ve

3

S

=

O

ol
G448



To

2
o

Y

e

errivo

G i
T

¢
P
, <

.
-
3
v

e

=
wha

R

(=5

H

b

>

O

3

0
e,

L3
3

o/

~

N
]
t

i
texr
wi

v

eI

iz

A ‘;

QY

bi

a7e100ns

-

i

4

Wexre

¥

2]

¥

1
@
M

[}
Aeada
O
gEeS

¢}
0

i

1
S

0]

v

CcQo1n
r under Uni

1

N

.

€3

e 3

8.

suxrrend

¢
<.

4

B

civ

40

v

ie

R

imin

AC

T

iiv

to

/!

s

ito
o

-

i

o

ned
T

2

o
p
1
£
e

ce

Ry

3
-
i
e
U3

-

A%
s

4y
5]

T10P

byl

™4
u
U

[ aNs)

s

ependence anc

-5 3
11

.

see

Y

N

>COun

[=2

ity

10

L
Ll

~
(=2

e

(070163

o
4k

o
A

ad giv

-
el
RPN I
wOThe L0




LN
TN
JEX

- -1
SaL

siimul
sossib
Lfrica

Lardlin,

sooth away fears Menelik may
2nce, ,nu to find out whethe

isbury planned the mission cautiously, not vwishing merely to.

o
ate hig rivals In late December he produced a short List of
le envoys. His vreference was for ithe commissioner of the Bast
Protectorate, Arthur Hardingc? The other powsibilities were -
ge's cousgin, Charles P”rdxnwof who was too far from the African

in Tehran, and the men who wasg to succeed him in Bast Africa,

8 Eliot? in Belgrade, whose health was a disadvantage. In the
none of these was chosen. Instead, Salisbury followed Cromer's

AN

e

31

rica and the

Sjobinson and LJL!&;l@I,
guoting Sir Michael Hicks Beach (chance
; 7 ey i e
to ballﬂuury, 22 Dec. 1896.

Sal.v.,A/84/%L, Salisbury tel. to Victoria, privaite, 18 Dec. 1896.
Hardinge, Althur denry, C.3. (later, Ht. Hon. Sir Arthur, #.C.,
G.C.M.G., H.CLEB. ) 1859-19%%; 1896-1900, commissioner, Hast Africa
Frotector &uc; 1900-1913%3, British minister to Persia, Belgium and
Portugal; 1913-19, ambasssador to Spain. ’
Haru;ngc, vﬂar¢CS (later, Baron fardinge of Penshurst, P.C., 1.G.,
¥ T.i., G.C.V.0.), 1858-1944; 1904-6,
~1910 and 1916~1920, permanent under-—
Viceroy of India; 1920-22, ambassador to

WS 4= 0,1 Nyt R g 14 Yy o AR
wiiot, Charles MNorton umbe (later, Rt. H m. Sir Charles, F.C.,
o A 5L 2. . R " - -
G.C.w.G., C.B.), ¢802~l9j;, Llyj 1ist and oriental scholsy
. g - :

CO%, reu

ssioner, Hast Africa Protectorate; 1
VLCA—Ch@ﬂcoilof, sheffield umlver81‘y' 17
of Hong Kong; ¢919«26, ambassador to joch
b&l.i.,A/ng/j;, Salisbury tel. %o Cromer

N

T =) T
, University

, private, 22 Dec. 1890,
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1

e Ty .7 33 .\ - Iy S Ee ] Ay ey A 5. o e e
-ghion and selected Rennell Hodd, his chiel assistant in Cairo.

srevious experience in Zanzibar was thought to make him more
f P

-ioble for dealing with an Africen monarch, and he was, in addition,

Lk wl

with the facts of the Nile policy. It is significant that

~1ispury never considered India's candidlate, rald Swayne. ihe
isgion was to discuss greater problems than Somall frontiers, and none

st proved members of the diplomatic service would do.

On 4 January 1897 a message was dispatched to Menelik asking if he

would receive a special envoy who was com1n~ to assure him of the

situetion in Somaliland deteriorated considerably.  Makoannen had not

-

zeen pleased to receive Terris' letter saying that the huts at Alalo had

neen destroyed, and he replied that it was HEthioplan territory which

£

i
Kl

there could be no guestion of abandoning. Perris feared that worse
would follow. Recommending firm action he asked what he should do if

1. 2odd, Jemes Rennell (later Baron Rennell of ioad, F.C., G.C.B.,
G.C.M.G., G.C.V.0.), 1858-1941; 1883, entered diplomatic service;
‘early service: 1884, Berlin; 1888, Athens; 1891, Rome; 1892, raris;

harge of British agency, Zanzibar; 1894, secretary of

189%, in ch

e

pecial envoy to Menelik; 1901, councillior
y Stockholm; 19086-19, ambassadom

& to League of Hations 1925 &

ts of concilietion; 02?~j
wrote history, memoirs

Lome; 1921 &
1928, served
Consexvative
poetry.

-

2. Ssl..,A/109/119, Cromer tel. to Salisbury, private, 25 Dec. 1896,
3 7 Yy ok 3
5. .0, 78/4885, Salisbury tel. to Cromer, no. 1, 4 Jan. 1897.
4. P“Q 78/48857 Malkonnen to Ferri 28 Hadar 1889, enclosed in I1.0.
to #.0., H Jan. l“/V ’
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connen sent troops into the Gadabursi tervitory. The DBriti

19
ey

vernment hoped that Hodd's mission would setile the dispute and

acticn, although they thought it would be

On 10 January, the fears of the Aden

se to send a gunboat

suthorities were confirmed by the receipt of two letters Irom Makonmen.

3

7 was not easy to get Amharic transiated in Aden, but therc were

sccompanying coples in French which were telegraphed to London. One
ietter was to Cuninghem; it was virtually an uwltimatun. Malkonnen was
resolved to maintain the rights of the emperor and was sending forces t0

tiazlo to prevent any further aggression. He hoped the British were not
. - P! ’) ey " de b - i i 3 - - =]

iooking for troublel The second letter, to Ferris, concerned

jurisdiction. An Esa, who had murdered another Somall near Bio Cabo

had been sentenced to death by Ferris. Adthough the crime had occurred

" )

territory, the victim had been an Ethiopian subject and so

Ferris had informed Makonnen. Makonnen was now claiming that
of the crime was Lthiopian territory, end demasnding that the crlm inal be
handed over 1o his Jurisdiction. FPerris dismissed this as a

‘ 4o o e D
wreposterous claim, and determined to go ahead with the execution:

1. 7.0, 78/4885, rYerris to Cromerx, 25 Dec. 1896, enclosed in Cromer
-to Saligbury, no. 2, 4 Jen. 1897. »
2. .0. 78 /Acmg I.0. to ¥.0., 5 Jan. 1897; Hamilton tel. to Govi.

5 Jan. 1897, enclosed in 1.0. to ¥.0., & Jan. 1897.
I.U./; 5 ﬁd@n/S, Cuningham tel. to Hamilton, 10 Jan. 1897.
.0, 76/4885, Cromer tel. to Salisbury, no. 4, 11 J 1
0. ?8/4885, Ferris to Cromex, 10 Jan. 1897. enclosed in

i
. &

Cromer to Salisbury, no. 12, 20 Jan. 1897.

TP A
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4 London it was taken very serilously Hamilton thought it was &
N Y O et : l o ' e . P B} - o~ B .
Lstor for the Cabinet and the Foreign Office asked for a warship to be
p 4 ' .
Lent o Zeila. Salisbury thought Ferris had been very tactless and
: T ey £ N Ay, 2 Ty 13 A - de sy I0 e A SRS PO e
cered & svay 0L execu G1L.0n. ile did not want Teryis to wreck Hodd

3

before they had even begun, and he was not going 1o gueer

of Somaliland. India was told thsa

4 A

torate ufilolenuLJ mportant to

‘ 4
sance to its defence. Cuninghnam

.14 not consider the Somalil Coast Protec

L
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was ordered to avold every kind of collision and to retire on the ports

in the event of an Hthiopian advancet A muzzling order was sent,
corbidding Ferris to correspond with Makomnen and on 21 January Lieut.-

7
~

. 5 NPT BT . G
¢ol. James Hayes Sadler, tne consul at Muscat, was appointed 1o succee

jeN

verris. - Sadler was really far too senior for this post but the emergency

e Sal.P”5A/9l/18, Hamilton to Salisbuxry, private, 11 Jan. 18397.

2. P.0. 78/4885, ¥.0. to Admiralty, 11 Jan. 1897.

T i 5 no. 4, 12 Jan. 1897, and
0. /o/ 1385, Hamilton tel. to CGovt. of India,. 12 Jan. 1897,

@noio ca ¢n I. . bo 1.0., 13 Jan. 1897.
ilton uei. to bu“lﬁ"”aﬂ
0. to x.@.ﬁ 13

1
in I. o L
l 297, enclosed in 1.0. o F.O., 14 Jan. 1897.
5. 1.0./8&S India/90, Govi. of Indiz tel. to Ha
7. ;axler, idieut.-Col. James Hayes (laterf Sk es C
: ”jl 1)22- 1870, joined Indian Arm) 7, sferred tc Indian
z o ge

political

g , 1898, consul-

Proteciorate: 1901, COﬁm1ssicne£, sioner and
1906, governor, Zast Africe Protec ZOVernor,
wWindward Islands.
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"1

“ . . A - . . .
-znded the appointment of 'a sale officer'. By the time Sadler
Lorived in Aden on 12 Februsry, strict orders had been ilssued,
rtailing his freedom of action and emphasising that he was

e e
aordinate to tne Aden wesident.

wekonnen's letters had causged o thorough scare. The crisis had

own That Britain would not fight for the protectorate which Indie
4id not want anyway. Obviously, both COVOLHMCDSS would be glad to ove

»i¢ of the re

sponsibility if only

Aden could get its supplies from

yveJﬂcrO' if this was impossible, then their aim was for peace and
cuiet &t almosgt any price. The India Office showed themselves
2istincetly eager to contribube btowards the cost ol Rodd's mission if
there was & hope of 1ts solving the Somali problem and they were even
5
illing to procure an elephant as a present for Menelik: The :
restriction on Makonnen's rifles, which had been impounded for so long
s Y X ; s
at Aden, wag Lifted. The Isa murderer who nad been sentenced 1o deatn
a5 reprieved, and released as an act of clemency on the gueen's diamond
1 Covt. of India tel. to Hamilton, 21 Jen. 1897,
by Lee-Warner, n.d.; 1.0./P&S India/102,
ndi to Hamili 3 A 1898
2. 0. 6/48&5 Familton la
on01030u in I1.0. to #.0
3. Lee-Yaxrner 2.0
Peninsula, p. 48.
&. ”u/“oﬁj, Hamilton tel. to Cuninghem, lo Feb. 1897, enclosed

in 1.0. Lo

SA

7.0, y O Peb.

&

1897.
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Ly translatced

letters were

2 '

to be markedly different from the ifrench coples, being farn loss

NRE SR LS

tory and more friendly. ey were not g0 much ul

logetic protests. The IFrench versions an
to be the gist of
- 2 o . o " S
letlers. Relations were not nearly so bad as had been
reared. Makonnen sent no troops to Alalo? merely a polite letter
Ty A e 4‘ T RIE e SR b FIETE
& nis goodwill. Menelik appeared to know nothing of any
and on 1% Iebruary Salisbury
7
, . he N
peror would welcome  the proposed mission.
The envoys assembled in Calro and arrived in Zeila on 18 March i897{
4 - I - Pm £~ 3 e g ym V74 48 ey A 8 443 .
in politicel charge, and hig chief assistant was Wingate, the -
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5. to Selisbury, no. 22, 1% feb. 1897.
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+ Fthioplan support for

Jpper Nile, and making Djibouti the official

U
2

irench attempt on the

e £

AP TR TG S : P
tlet for Dthiopian trade
ey i

nn 26 April, aiter many trials, Rodd reached 4ddis Ababa, where he

received a handsome welcome from the emperor. When it came to

negotiation Menelik was Less gensrous. tRodd had a poor hand to play’.
Gig terms were much less attractive than lagardie’s. In the west, nhe

offered Menelik a frontier with the Sudan, designed to keep him at a

distance from the White Nile. Lagarde had already offered him a
.
srontier actually on the right bank? In the east, Lagarde had agreed T

2 boundsry for French Somaliland one nundred miles from the coast. Rodd

“

sould make no such curtailment of the Somali Coast ninteriand; he could

[o]

)

neke eertain limited concessions 'if absolutely necessary'.  lagarde

nad offered the facilities of Djibouti, duty-free.  Rodd (who had

4
4

wvanbed to offer Menelik a Ifree portq) could only promise that goods for
the emperor and his Government woéuld be free of duty at Zeilla. Lagaxrde

took a hundred thousand rifles. Rodd gave an assurance that arms for

e

. Qobinson and Callagher, Africa and the Victorians,

Deschamps, Cote des Somelis, p. 46.

. obinson and Callagher, Africa and the Victorians, p. 560,
footnote 4, p. %61, footnote 5.

7.0. 78/4885, Rodd to Cromex, demi~official, 17 Jan. 1897,
enclosed in memorandum by Cromer, 17 Jan. 1897.

NN B




ritish protectorate subject to the

\ «
8 i
ae &

<

~amelilk could pass through
;mm¢b¢or of the DBrussels Act.

venelik took all the concessions that Rodd had to offer, but
ipevitably the British mission failed in its main object. An assurance

e 2y oo
wes oplalne

Tenelik would withhol@ srms from the Mahdists who were

[oF
ot
o
o

ot
et

ecoznised as his enemies; but 1v was a worthless end dishonest

2 ]
gsurance. Salisbury had to resort to other, less diplomatic, means

for securing the upper Nile Yor would HMenelik grent 'most favoured

4

-
o
ot
e}
=2
o

ration' treatment; Rodd content with cqual treatment foxr

NPT e e N s o o
Sritish trade. Only in the Somaliland negoliations did Hodd achieve

object was 1o dcfine a frontier between the Bri

end Fthiopia so as to end the disputes which embpittered Anglo~ithiopian

relations generally, and particularly on the Somali Coast. The

extravagant Wer Office idea that Britain should ask for the Ogaden was

rot pursued because Italy had not abendoned her Indisn Ocean territories.

Gather, it was recognised that some retreat from the 1894 frontier would
. r.G. 1/%2, Salisbury to Rodd, no. 2, 24 feb. 1897.

T

le, pp. 259-50.

i
crgon, Hngland, Upper Hi

5
2o
o

- P A APt ~e arA PORE SN - P
nson and Gallagher, Africe and the Victoriens, pp. >0L-0.

Ty

9] D s
. F.0. 1/32, Rodd to ual'sbury, no. 20, 13 May 1897; Hertsletd,
Yan of Africa by Treaty \jLa »aﬁ.) ii, 42%; Parl. Papers

he fr
1898, cv (143), 'Treaty between Great Britain end Bthiopia'.
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srobably be necessaxny ;n view of Makomnen's persistent claims to the
Ldpbursi counvy Unlike the boundary with the Sudan, iodd wes ot
civen precise instructions. On the assumption that Hobday would report
et the Somall Coast was =till essential to Aden, the Indisa Offlice

that Rodd should negotiate for 'the preservation of the Somali

otectorate Lo the extent (vhatever this mey be) that may be found,

wnon consultation with the loca 1 authorities, to be reguired for the

oply of the wants of‘Aden‘. The Government of India had 'no
special interes toin Ondl]l nd beyond the regular s‘pply of meal and

nrovisions for the settlonent and Lowtress of Aden’? There was & nint
however, that Salisbury had more intere +t in this wnattractive parL of

emplre. He added a rider to Rodd's ins LL ctions: the concessions

were not to inhibit 'the administration of the Pro

°

ns led Hodd Lo envisage some small territorial
2

e
[
o]
o]
O]
-
o
n
ot
n
I
o
<t
}_.:
O

concessions near Harar; he was therelore not a 1little nonplussed wnen

-

Menelik produced nis circular letter of April 1891 and on

of this claimed 21l the Habr Awal, Gadabursi and Bsa. Rodd had no

5. 1.0. to #.0., 25 Jan. 1897.

8
alisbury to Rodd, no. 2, 24 Ieb. 189
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¢ had seliled the territorial dispute,

den's supplies

Tondon was satisfied; the Government conoidered that no better leoms
M

could nave been obtained. The War Office pronounced the ritorial

~rr e T e Y eyes avmd o RPN I B N £
but a slight loss' and a small price to pay ior wae

cessation of Ethiopilan r«id 7 T ne Indian Government

2t loging so much territory, bul they &oquiesced provided that Britain
sould bear the finencial responsibility for any trouble w1Lh ithiopila
resulting from the new arrangements% | Rodd's treaty was accordingly
approved and ralilfied. Tn parliament there was little comment. Most
members were either uwninteresled, or remarkably vague about African

o 3 : .-

geography? “Yhe most effective critic of the agreement was Dilke who
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would now face the choice of death or Christianiiy. Othner Libersal
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—romises of good treatment and citing the advaniages of a well-defined

Tn its immediate results the trealy was successiul. Ethiopian
soldiers no longer penetrated into the diminished protectorate.

velations with the Harar autaowlt;eg became very cordial. At Bodd's

suggestion” and Cromer's urging, Salisbury aDﬂ01anQ Harrington to be

Zeila, paying occasional visits to the emperor's court, but by the
beginning of 140y ne was residing permanently at Addis Ababa {(where he

stayed until ;90 and a ronorary British

O

vice-consul at Harax.
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o+ dhis would ruin Zeila a competing Britisik line was comslderec

in 1897 he was ordered to do some

B N T v maTrATTS T D mmm e T Lo Tt la s r e -
~reliminary surveying 101 & line Lrom 4eiiae Tne Governmendt 1057v

5
e ~ - y 1 =l 4| B + - P iyt T aal
interest, however, when Rodd advised strongly against 1u7 No sucn lack

¢ decision hampered the French scheme.

o
aes Chemins de Fers BEthioplens laid the
. . - 5 R - S S i .
and despite considerable opposition {rom the Bsa’ the line was wwenvy .

miles long by October 1898? This threat to the Zeila trade route now
vecame the direct concern of the Foreign Office. As a partial remedy

shev agreed to the lowering of impoxrt duties at Zeila to give it more
o) O h [

t ibouti. 4t the sgme time, transit dues

chance of competing against D

on liguor bound for Harar were lessened, in the hope of proteciing a

9

flourishing %rade built up by the Greek merchants of Zeila. Such
neagures, however, were a poor substitute for a railway. In particular,

-

thev failed to counteract the political advantages which the Djibouti line

in

ive the French in Ethiopia. Sadler, therefore, revived the

7 5 e to #.0.
5. 1.0./P&S Aden/8, Creagh to Hemiltom, D
6. ©.0. 78/4980, F.0. to Sadler, no. 8, 9
Selisbury, no. 17, 2 D .
7. #.0.0.P. 7518, vadler % oy, -
?.0. 2/4%2, Alcoholic Regule
to Salisbury, no. 50, 1900.
8. #.0. 78/4978, Sadler 1 gh, 4 Jur
7.0., 28 June 1898.



N

D

wo bLondon - -businessmen were also interested in such a project. One
-2 them, George Lene, was prepared Lo raise &£l million o bullid &
silway from Berbera to Harar if the Government would guarantiee the

1 . .
venture. ner was Albert Ochs, a financier with Belgian
conmections who had backed otner African railways and nad invested
260,000 in the Trench comwany Ochs!
capital should purchase complete control of
connect it by branch line to Zeilar ‘his scheme had the influential
. . .4

support of Harrington in Addis Ababa’ but the Treasury were not prepare

4
[

Never

%o hazard any money on a Zella branch? heless, the Foreign

Office were sufficiently worried at the prospect of losing all Zeila's
KR S 37 1 S ey 3 o 6
revenue +to ask Sadler's opinion on the ftwo suggestions.
Zeila was such a bad port that Sadler preferred Lane's Berbera scheme

5‘.

s

de also doubted whether Ochs would be able to gain control of the French
. .

COmpaLLy . There were other objections to Ochs' scueme. The chancellor

£ o

of .the exchequer disliked 1t; Rothschilds, whose support was an imporitant

part of Tthe plan, suspecied that it was an intrigue to get centrol of the

1. 7.0. 78/4979, Salis tel. to Sadler, 14 Oct. 1898.

2. P.0. 78/50%7, Sanderson to Count Gleichen (Inte 11 gence Divisi
T Te- A \ . T Aaa
Jar Office), 22 Jan. 1899.

3. i.0. 78/4866, memorandum by Ardsgh, 30 July 1897; I'.O. 78/4979,
Salisbury tel. o Sadler, 14 Cct. 1898,

4. ¥.0.C.P. 7107, memorandum by Harrington, 25 July 1898; 7.0. 1/%4,
memorandum by Harrington, 15 Aug. 1898.

5 P.0. /8/&9/9 Treasury to F.0., 12 Aug. 1898.

6. ®.0.78/4979, ¥.0. to Treasury, 6 iug. 1L898.

7. g .”.P. (;O?, Sadler tel. to Salisbury, 17 Cct. 1898.
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to protect the Ishaak was a policy '{rom which iIig Majesty's Government,

N
™,

2

cermot in honour depart! and| emphasised the dire economic effects thati

!

. ] e L .
vould result from neglecting the interior- His Lengthy' eloguence was

largely successful. The Treasury sent back g lecture on imprudent

action by proteciorate officials but sanctioned the schene and agreed to

: . N - 2
esk parliament for the £16,000%

6 K.4.l. met the need for a defensive force but it was also patently

+

obvioug that the arms trade must be stopped. The rifles ceptured from
. 3 . :

the dervishes had been French which gave the British Government an excuse
, . . P P . e A . o

1o remind France of her duty to stop the trade at Djiboutdi’ The size of

the market was such thet at least one German firm contemplated shipping

20 to 40 tous of arms ang ammunition to Djiibouti fortnightly? The profits
vere enormous: an old rifle disposed of by the Government in France at

L franc could be sold at Djibouti for 15 francs and on the Mijertein coast

for 45'frano§. Any restrictive measures that the Djibouti authorities

1. 0. 2/482, 7.0, to Treasury, 11 Dec. 1901.

e.  F.0. 2/283, Treasury to £.0., 27 Dec. 1901.

3, F.0. 2/477, Ssdler to Lansdowne, no. 95, 23 July 1901.

4, 0. 2/677, Lansdowne to Monson, no. 123 Africa, 27 Avg. 1901.
5. 7.0. 2/677, Aden resident to Govi. of Bombay, 26 Sept. 1901,

enclogsed in I.0. to .0., 28 Nov. 1901; Pansa (Italian ambassador,
London) memo. to #.0., 1 Nov. 1901. :

#.0. 2/677, Senior Naval Officer (hereafter, S.N.0.) Aden, to
C.-in-C. #ast Indies™ 3 Feb. 1902, encloged in Admiralty to F.0.,
21l Mar. 1902; 7.0. 2/678, Lansdowne to Monson, no. 120 Africa,

28 Mey 1902; Hansard, 4th series, 1902, cxi, 1133-4, speech by
Lansdowne, 24 July 1902, o

N
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il
. N - . e —
iook were short-lived and only served to stimulate the trafficy Trance

ciaimed to be observing the letter of the Brussels Act which permitted

arms o be exported to the Arabian coast; she could do nothing if, from

.
;

ihere, they found thelr way back to the Somalis. It was plain that she
nad no interest in sﬁogging the traffic and that any amount of diplometic

o . . . .2
representation was fxw tless, as Salisbury had always maintained.

Pailing restriclions ab Diibouti all other measures would be, atl best, .
only partially successfulé nevertheless, they were éonsidered worthwhilp.
East of Berbéra there were over 300 miles of unadministered coastline in
the British protectorate, and although few arms were landed there{ Sadler
strongly reoomﬂended frequent naval patrols and a cruise to show the flag
and wafn'the inhabitants of the severe punishment that would follow arms

3. ,

smuggling?, Cordeaux. accordingly visited the ports4 while the navy began

coastal patrols early in:1902?

Cordeaux discovered that the main entry point for arms was the Mijertein

1. 7.0. 2/677, Cordeaux «to Lensdowne, no. 141, 1l Oct. 1901;
Tansdovne to Currie, no. 44 Africa, 29 Oct. 1901.

2. 7.0. 2/677, meno. by Sanderson, 14 Aug. 1901; Fonson to Lansdowne,
no. 136 Africa, 6 Dec. 1901 and minutes thereon by Hill, Cranborne
and Lensdowne, all n.d.; ®.W. Beachey, "he Arms Trade in East
Africa in the Jlate Nineteenth Century', Journal of African Histoxry,
iii (1962), 462-7.

3. 7.0, 2/677, memo. by Sadler, 24 Oct. 190L.

L. - .0, 2/677, Cordeaux 1o Lansdowne, no. 158, 19 Nov. 1901.

5. ¥.0. 2/677, Admiralty to F.0., 1 Mar. 1902.




i SR

Y
Y
N

sort of Bosaso. The Sayyid had been receiving arms {rom there with

. y . 1 . ‘ e e .
sne conndvance of Osman Mabhmud. The latter's continued hostility towzrds
L . N . o
the Italians gave thely equal cause to be worried about the arms trade but

| ) ,
2% the same time it made them unable to stop id. On 18 August 1901,

nowevexr, they reathed agreement with Osman Mahmud who was reinstated,
sccepted their protection, and promised to stop the arms traffic and to

5

¢issociate himself from the Sayyid: The Italians readily agreed %o
y ag

4

co-operate with Britain against the arms trade’ and in March 1902 a

joint patrol by warships of the two nations captured an Afab dhow with
58 rifles from’Djiboufi on board?

Towards the end of 1901 Sadler was appointed to sgcoeed Sir Harry
Johnston_asvcommissioner'ih Uganda.  The Foreign Office, at their wits!
end to find employment for Johnston? offerred him the consul-generalship

v ) .
of Somaliland. Understandably, the offer was turned denZ and

Somaliland wes left to limp along under the Berbera vice-consul, Cordeaux.

1. ©.0. 2/478, Sweyne to Sadler, 26 July 1901, enclosed in Sadler to
Lansdowne, no. 100, 1 Aug. 1901. y
2. F.0. 2/677, Lansdowne to Buchanan (British charge d'affaires, Home),

no. 1%L, 26 June 1901; communication from Italian ambassador to
#.0., 8 July 1901. ,

3. P.0.C.P. 8126, Currie to lansdowne, no. 18 Africa, 23 Nov. 1901; F.0.
2/478, Pestalozza (Italian consul-general, Zanzibar) to Sadler,
4 Sept. 1901, enclosed in Sadler to Crowe, 10 Oct. 1901; Hess,
Itelian Colonialism in Somalia, p. 129.

4. .0. 2/677, F.0. memo. for Italian ambassador, 5 Nov. 1901; Currie

tel. to Lensdowne, no. 2 Africa, 16 Nov. 1901.

W.0, 2/677, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 3%, 17 Mar. 1902.

$al. P., BE/Barrington, Barrington to Salisbury, 6 Nov. 1901.

7. R. Oliver, Sir Harry Johnston and The Scramble for Africa (London,

e

1957), P+ 339. ‘

O\
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“*ttedly, there seemed little danger in the situation. A1l

Fal

principal sections of the Dolbohanta had disavowed the Sayyid and had

. T I S - .

neen granted an amnesty’ there was even evidence that they were taking
N 2

the initiative and .repelling dervish attacks themselves: Many of the

Sayyid's followers were deserting and 1t seemed that he had now lost the

oh

support of Ogman }agmua‘“ ngerteln)
/\/

:

5o quiet was the situation that

50 Punjabils wexre retu rned to India in November and Captain McHeill,
ostensibly in commend of the disorganised troops at Burao, felt free to

go sncotmvr+

" In reality, the Sayyid was far from Quiescent; He re-entered the.

Dolbohanta region of the protectorate in October and he was still managing
to obtain firearms from the northern Mijertein? On 16 December he
suddenly appeared at Idoweina, 30 miles from Burao, with a force of
riflemen; he announced that he had come to punish the clans assisting
the English, and a number of defenceless clansmen were shot down. In

N . ’
NcNeill‘s absence the troops at Burao were quite unprepared to move.

4flarm spread among the Ishaak and Berbera swarmed with refugees. Cordeaux

hastily issued firearms to fthe Ishaak and began to re-engage men into the

1. 7.0. 2/478, Sadler to Lansdowne, no. 116, 28 Aug. 1901.

2. F.0. 2/482, Capt. A.G.G. Sharp to Sw&yne, 20 Sept 1901, enclosed
' in Swayne to Crowe, 10 Oct. 1901.

3, .0. 2/478, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 133, 25 Sept. 1901.

4. ?.0. z//)7, Inspection Report 6 K.A.R., by Manning, 26 Feb. 1902;

7.0. 2/809, Manning to Crowe, private, 7 Feb. 1902.
#.0. 2/677, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 143, 18 Oct. 1901; F.0.
2/479, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 52, 24 Oct. 1901.

AT

<
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levys Ihe FToreign Office spent an uneasy Christmas. They warned
L s o 2 .
coxdeaux not to take the offensive with inadequate forces| summoned. a

A, W, . o . 4 .
warship to ﬁerberaf put 300 men of the C.A.R. on stand-by, sent out half
-
s dozen militaxry OfilCQEO) and recalled Swayne, who had lefi the

. . . . . 6 .
protectorate service, from holiday in Switzerland. On 27 December

fordeaux reported that the Sayyid had retired to ¥l Dab but that he.had

%

) 3 /‘\v - . o ) ) 7 ] .

12,000 followers and possibly 1,000 rifles.  Lansdowne. was strongly
. . . 8 . s s PRI

averse to attacking him~ and Swayne was sent out with a reminder that

'His Majesty's Government do not wish to be drawn into a pursuit of the

¥ullah, and that the operations should as. far as possible be of a

, 9

defensive nature.’ Reluctant consent was wrung from the Treasury for

an extra £9,000 for the increased defensive measures, bringing the total

grant-in-aid ioz 1902~0% to 2),00010

Meanwhile, Cordeaux had earned himself the disfavour of the Foreign

0ffice by .obtaining 100 expensive Indian troops from Aden to strengthen

v

1. #.0. 2/809, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 56, 20 Dec. 1901;
Cordeaux to lLansdowne, no. 170, 24 Dec. 1901; Swayne to Lansdowne,
17 Peb. 1502. '

2. F.O. 2/809, Lensdowne tel. to Cordeaux, no. 54, 2% Dec. 1901.

3, 0. /oOy #.0. to Admiralty, 23 Dec. 1901.

4 7.0. /809, Lansdowne tel. to A. Sharpe {commissioner, British
C—“Lral Africa Protectorate), 2% Dec. 1901.

5. #.0. 2/809, Lansdowne to Cordeaux, no. 165, 25 Dec. 1901.

5. ¥.0. 2/809, Lansdowne tel. to Swayne, 2% Dec. 1901.

7. 0. 2/809, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 57, 27 Dec. 1901.

8. F.0. 2/809, minute by Lansdowne on above, n.d.

g. 7.0. 2/809, Lansdowne %o Swayne, 31 Dec., 190L.

10. F.0. 2/619, Cranborne to Lansdowne, 12 Feb. 1902; F.0. to Treasury,

L2 Peb. 1902; Treasury to F.0., 18 Feb. 1902.

-



Zerberal. They were probably the cause of the Sayyid's withdrawal
further south-east but they laid the Foreign Office open to Treasury

2 . . . ) 5
rebukes; Coxdeaux hastily returned them to Adent He also offended by

proposing an attack on the Sayyid and the occupation of Bohotleh which

ied Cranborme to complain: '... this is a striking example of the

which the forward policy is advocated. An advanced post

\'“5
l,_,.l
‘—l
o
¥
o83
[@]
5]
o]
o
&
.
o
sy

at Burao in"S/QBhﬂks,bééomes inadequate and must be replaced by a post
L o o .
at Bohotele!l Swayne arrived on 18 January 1902 and bent his efforts
to building up a defensive system sufficient to avoid another expedition?
The Ishaak were encouraged to look to their own defence while the levy
; 6 N . . . i ;
was expanded to 1,200 men. It was becoming obvious, however, that the
more arms ‘bthe Sayyid received from the Mijertein the larger the defensive

7

. . . . . . .8
force would have to be to protect the Ishaak. When Brigadier Manning,

et

.0. 2/809, Cordeauk to Lansdowne, no. 1, % Jan. 1902, and no. 14,

16 Jan. 1902. )

2. 7.0. 2/809, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 1, 3 Jan. 1902; minute
by Cranborme, n.d., on loose minute by Hill, 14 Jan. 1902; Cordeaux
to Hill, 7 Feb. 1902.

3, ¥.0. 2/809, Lansdowne tel. to Cordeaux, no. 2, 6 Jan. 1902;

Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 2, 16 Jan. 1902.

4, F.O..2/809, minute by Cranborne, n.d., on Cordeaux to Lansdowne,
no. 1, 5 Jan. 1902.

5. 0. 2/809, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 18, 24 Jan. 1902; Swayne to
Crowe, T Teb. 1902.

6. 1.0. 2/809Y, Swayne to Lansdowne, 17 Feb. 1902.

I 7.0. 2/677, Cordesux to Lensdowne, no. 22, 1 Feb. 1902.-

8. Manning, Brig-Gen. William Henry (later, Sir William, C.B., K.B.E.:,

G.C.M.G.), 1863-1952; 1686, joined army; 1888, Indian army; 1895-1901,

served in British Central Africa and Northexrn Rhodesia; acted as

commissioner, B.C.A.; raised and commanded C.A.R.; 1901-7, Inspector-

General, K.A.R.; 1902~-4, served in Somaliland; 1907-8, acting
governor, Nyasaland; 1910, commissioner, Somalilend; 1910-13%,
governor, Nyasaland; 1913-18, governor, Jemaica; 1918-25, governor,
Ceylon.
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she new Inspector-General of K.A.R., arrived at Berbera on 6 February
he immediately reported that a purely defensive policy was untenable;
sooner or later a collision with the Sayyid would make an offensive

policy inevitable,

v

The collis;g? came sooner than expected.  On 7 February 4,000
dervishes attacggg\if?é»Dolboh&nta within 35 miles of Burao. Within a
week, some Ishaak 20 miles from Burao suffered a similar fate. Captain
Sharp, the new commandant of 6 K.A.R., moved out of Burac in pursuit

v - o . . 2 .
and his advance guard killed 13 dervishes and captured some sheep, but
this in no way made up for the heavy loss of life. The raids had shown

1

the dneffectiveness of the defensive policy and a fatalism settled on
the clans wﬁd believed that nothing could break the BSayyid's power?
Sweyne and Manning were bo@h‘at Burao at the time of the second raid.
It convinced them of the need to0 organise a sharp counter-stroke, after
which the original defensive policy could be reverted to; and they
urged the necessity of acting quickly before the clans lost ail
confidence in the British. They asked for another six K.A.R. officérs

from the other protectorates and for permission to enlist a further

500 men; 6 K.A.R. which had hardly enjoyed a separate existence, was 1o

1. FVO.'2/809, Manning to Crowe, private, 7 Feb. 1902.

2. F.0. 2/809, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 5, 15 Teb. 1902; Swayne
to Lansdowne, 17 fev. 1902; Manning to Lansdowne, 17 Feb. 1902,

3, 7.0. 2/809, Cordeaux to Hill, 15 Feb. 1902. ‘



e - 1 s
secome the mounted arm of the force| Swayne proposed.the expedition
PR . L 2 T ela LY y s r) T ) e T
4ith genuine reluctance. With far greater reluctarnce Lansdowne and his

officials gave their approval? They appointed Swayne to be the new
sommisgioner and consul-general for the proteotorate? inpressed on him

wil

e need for economy and instructed him to avoid prolonged operations

Lo
impogsible to allow—the Ishaak to be further persecuted and that it was

<

Later, in the lousc. i(jhordg, Lansdowne explained that it had been

Iabsolutely necegsary 1o inflict ox emplary punishment upon this dangerous
chieftain.’ Cranborne reiterated the 'absolutely necessary' to the

r e
{ominons .

Swayne wished to cosoperate, not w1th the Dthiopians this time, but

I

with Yusuf 211 who would attack the Sayyid from Obbla. =~ Swayne met him
in Aden and described him as:

'a splendid model for a Brigand chief - muffled chin, great

studded silver dagger and broad bladed scimitar - a black

burnous over a gold embroldered vest ~ a red mustache,
brushed upwazdo, and sombre eyes.'S

17 Peb. 1902; Menning to Hill, private, 17 Feb. 1902; #.0. L/619,

Manning to Crowe, 17 Feb. 1902
2. /809, Swayne to Hill, 2% Feb. 1902.
%, /“ 9, minutes by Hill and Lensdowne, both n.d., on Cordeaux
nsdowne, no. 27, 20 Feb. 1902; minute by lansdowne, n. d., on
e tel. to Lansdowne, 21 Feb. 1902; La*sdowne telg. to Sharpe,
. aond Hliob, no. 35, both 24 Ieb. 1902; F.0. to W.O.,
4 Mar, 1902.
A, X.Q 2/616, Lansdowne Lo Swayne, no. 68, l Mar. 1902.
5. .0, L/BOQ Lansdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 21, 7 Mar., 1902.
6. 1bar¢; 4th series, 1902, cxi, 1134-5, 24 July 1902, and cxii,
bYl, 4 Aug. 1502, ‘ :
7. '.0. 2/809, Swayne to Hill, 2% ¥eb. 1902.
8. J 0. 2/809, Swayne to Lieut.-Col. Altham (usut. Quartermaster—

rcmwl I.D.W.0. ) 15 May 1902, enclosed in Altham to Hill,

1 0. 2/809, Swayne to Lansdowne, 17 Feb. 1902; Daﬂn¢n@ to Lansdowne,
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weud ALl am lﬂbuu to bloek tne Sayyld's probable relreat southwards
. : 1 o - oo o a
so the country of the fawiys Somalist In the event, the plan feiled,

wortly because the Italians feared lest Yusuf Ali became tco poweriul

”

~

and refused to oapply him with firvearms, and pafbiy because he himself
. . : 2 iy ) .
disliked taking such an active part against the Sayyidy The Italians

cove permission for uwuyne to operate in their protectorate so long as

she Sayyid ;ak\?ot dieiven to the bonddxr) and an Italian naval officer,

. 4

ceptain Count Lovatelli, C.M.G., was sent to accompany the ;Orcoj They
also promised to exercise naval control over the coast to stop Usman
L . 6. . y . -
venmud's arms trading, bubt apart from the occasional patrol very little

-

' . . . . ... B
came of ﬁhlS( They continued to be obsessed with fears for the Benadir.

9

In parliament Laensdowne publicly acknowledged their assistancej but in

, S, o s - 10 . . s
private he complained about their lack of support™ while he urged them

7. - 1.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lensdowne, no. 56, 1 June 1902.
2. F.O. Q[in Cordeaux 1o mlll, 27 June 1902; Lansdowne to R. Rodd

\cnaL»S dtaffeires, Rome), no. 54 Africe, 10 July 1902; Cordeaux to
Lensdowne, 5 July 1902; #.0. memo. bto Pansa, 30 July 1902.

3, ¥.0. 2/809, Pansa memo. to #.0., 16 Apr. 1902.

4. In 189% Lovatelli had distinguished himself in a fight between
Somalis and the 1.B.5.A. Co. representative at Chisimaio; later that
year he took part in a punitive-:expedition aﬂalnot the Jubaland
QOgaden for which he was awarded the C.NM.G. See: Bast Africe
yrotoouoratn Qovt., Jubaland and the Northern Frontier District

irobi, L?), pp. 24-4; P.L. McDermott, British mast Africe or
(Lowd@n, 1895), pp. 243, 246 -7: J.R. Rodd, Social and
omatic Memorics 1884-189% (London, 1222), pp. 291-9, 5534=5.

5. 2/609, Rodd to Lansdowne, no. 9 Africa, 30 Apr. 1902.

6, ?/o?d memo. by Sanderson, 2% June 1902.

7. 2/810, Cordeaux to F.0., 3 July 1902.

8. 9/blO Lansdowne to Rodd, no. 54 Africa, 10 July 1902.

g. longsard, 4th series, 1902, exi, 662, 18 July 1902 and 1135,

24 July 1902 : _
10.. 1.0, P/blO n1nute,by Lansdowne, n.d., on Cordeaux to #.0.,
% July 1902, : , ‘ :

A
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;o toke more drastic action against Osman Mehmud

5

Throughout Merch, April and May‘1902 the Bayyid remained in the
nolbohanta while his‘followers grazed their stock in the Nogal Valley?
swayne was disturbed to learn that the Sayyid's influence was spreading
north to those sections of' the Dolbohanta, and even of the Habr Yunis,
who lived bgaingxthe roaat east of Berbera; there were reporis of arms
finding thelr way in there? Swayne decided that firm measures were
needed in ﬁhe,east‘before“dealing wiéh the Sayyid. .A trade embargo was
deélared on all the ports eaét of Berbera except for Heis where 12 police
and a customs post were installed% While Cordeaux cruised along the
coast in a waréhip, Swayné spent the second half of Apxilhdragooning the

~

country south of Heis with 700 troops. Heavy livestock fines were

5

inflicted on the clans inclining towards the Sayyid: A stone blockhouse

was built at Las Dureh and garrisoned with 100 men to guard the eastern

approach to Berbera. .

100 men were also detailed to garrison Burao leaving Sweyne with a

[

7.0. 2/810, Lansdowne memo. to Pansa, 13 Aug. 1902.

#.0. 2/618, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 8, 14 Har. 1902;

tel. to Lansdowne, no. 11, 4 Apr. 1902.

Swayne tel. to Lansdowne, no. 100 (12?), 7 Apr. 1902;

Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 47, 5 May 1902.

4, F.0. 2/677, Aden resident tel. to I.0., 22 Apr. 1902, enclosed in
£ 1.0. to #.0., 23 Apr. 1902. _

5. ¥.0. 2/809, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 43, 1 May 1902; Swayme 1o

Lansdowne, no. 47, 5 May 1902.
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siriking force of 1,720 Somalis. With another thousand 'friendlies!
skirmishing in advance Swe yne 1eft Burac on 26 May. The Sayyld was
. : . 1
reported to be at Baran with 14,000 men and 1,500 rifles, but as bwayne
. e a2 . o
soved south me,reulred to Irego in the Haud. Leaving men at Bohotleh
10 build a fort Swayne moved south and the dervishes seized the
opportunity gg\g?nihilame a supply caravan in his rear. Returning to
S :
sohotleh Swayne left 500 men there and set off again south-east towards
y :
Domo in the Haud? By moving so far south he caused a good deal of

4

anxiety in the Foreign Office, egpeoial%y for the safety of Berbera? In
md-June 60 Sikh soldiers from the Central African Protectorate were

. . . -~ 6
ordered up to garrison Berbera.
Lack of water at Domo hindered Swayne's advance across the Haud and
forced him northwards to Las Anod. Shortage of water also compelled
Sayyid Mohamed to move south to Mudug while his Dolbohanta followers had
to take their stock north-east to the Nogal. This gave Swayne an

opportunity to attack them and he noved eastwards down the Nogal. His

mounted troops under Lieut.-Col. Cobbe of 1 X.A.R. routed a large number

. 2/810, Swayne %o Lansdowne, no. 56, 1 June 1902; F.O. 2/018
Cofﬂbduk tel. to Lansdowne, no. 20, 30 May 1902.

2. ¥#.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 61, 10 June L9u2.

3. F.O. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 62, 15 June 1902.

Y,

il #.0. 2/810, Lansdowne tel. to Sharpe, no. 55, 12 June 1502.

5. #.0. 2/610, mema by Hill, 17 June 1902. ‘

6 0. 2/810, Lensdowne tel. to Sharpe, no. 57, 17 June 1902;
0. tp Treasury, 24 June 1902.
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.

of dervishes and a Mijertein arms caravan at Yiwehil late in June,

+i1iing 150 men, while Lieut.-Col. Phillips, the second-in-command, had

» smaller success south-east of Garoe. The Nogal was an important base
ror dexrvish raids on the Ishask and at lalin there was known to be a

stone fort occupied by dervish riflemen. Swayne's mainly Ishaak troops
Were ooncern%;~a1,$ e danger of such raids on their families and property
iy their rear and therefore on 5 July Swayne asked for 300 men of 2 X A.R.,

ne protectorates' reserve battalion, 1o be sent to hold the Nogal while

ne took his men south to Muduv%

Meanwhile, he moved down the Nogal 'knocking' sections of the

Jolbohanta in detaill. He marched bto within 40 miles of Illig and then
turned back north-westwards to Halin where he destroyed the fort? By

the end of July Swayne was encumbered with 12,000 camels, 35,000 sheep

4

nd 500 cattle taken from the Dolbohanta. Another month's operations

)

south of Halin increased his following of troops, 'friendlies' and
destitute 1o a total of 8,000. He was satisfied that his severe tactics
nad forced clans to desert the Sayyid, had stopped the raids on the

Ishaak and diminished the arms traffic?

. #.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 795, 4 July 1902.

1
2. #.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 76, 5 July 1902; Cordeaux
to Hill, 23 July 1902.
3. 7.0. 2/619, Swayne to Hill, 19 Sept. 1902; F.0. 2/810, Swayne
“to Lansdowne, no. 89, 21 July 1902. '
&, 7.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 90, 31 July 1902.
5. 7.0. 2/810, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 92, 20 Aug. 1902, and no. 94,

24 Aug. 1902.






Llthough his Dolbohanta followers were being worn down and scatiered
she Sayyid was prospering. Firearms continued to arrive and .in August

ne gained complete control over Mudug oasis by capturing Galkayu fort
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nesitation by téf/foreign Office but they did not reach Swayne at Baran
anbil 30 Octoper. . Instead of leaving them to occupy the Nogal he

detached 300 levies for this purpose and set oub towards Mudug with

)

,000 SOmélis, 250 2 K.A.R. and 4,000 ration and water camels? CAdvancing
re

through the dense bush the force reached Zrego on 5 October. The Sayyid,
who had moved north to meet them, attacked the next morning; he had
chosen his ground well, In the impenetrable bush it was qﬁité impossible
for all the troops to see one~another and some of the Somali levies,
firing aimiessly, panicked énd fell Dback. Many of'the transport camels
stampeded.  Lieut.-Col. Phillips and one othér British officer were
¥illed and Phillips' precious‘Maxim Was captured. Lisut.-Col. Cobbe won
the Victoria Cross by remaining, isolated, at his gun. 2 X.A.R. and the

eiority of 6 K.A.R. stood firm and Swayne was able to rally the Somalis
J J Y- vi -

£

who had broken and recover most of the camels. When the attack ended,
56 Somall levies and 43 'friendly' transport spearmen had been-killed;

84 were wounded; the dervish dead were estimated at 135. Swayne was

0 wayne to Lansgdowne, no. 97, 7 Sept. 1902.
0. 2/811, Swayne to Lansdowne, nos. 108 and 109, both of 2 Oct.
1902; Moyse-Barilett, The King's African Rifles, p. 167.
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andismeyed by the battle and planned to continue through the bush to

fudug, but on & October his officers reported that they could no longer
rely on their Somall troops who had been thoroughly demoralised by the
severity of the fighting. swayne had no choice but to return towards

-y

a3
N . , o : 2
Bohotleh hopmng‘tﬁat he would not be attacked on the way.

Meanwhile l%ﬁk of news was causing anxiety in the TForeign Office.

. 7 R
They were aware of the risks involved in crossing the Haud”’ and were
concerned that Swayne had no link with his base’ farly in October

Brigadier Manning was ordered to Berbera to organise proper lines of

communication and was told to call for reinforcements if necessary~

On & October, newspapers began to carry rumours of disaster which were

ini ! 1ol 3 . 3 o i Ao A T i e O
reinforced a week latler by a forged lebtter in the Liberal Daily Heows.
the news of Erego was received on 18 Cctober. Swayne, his men shaken,

and hampered with wounded, had asked for 600 reliable reinforcements and

the rest of 2 K.A.R.7

-

1. F.0. 2/811, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 117, 28 Oct. 1902; Manning to
Hill, 29 Oct. 1902; #.0. 2/620, ¥.0. %o W.0., 22 Dec. 1902; Moyse-
Bertlett, The Wing's African Mifles, pp. 168-9; War Office,
Officind Mulory..., i, 104-8. :

2. 1.0. 2/811, Swayne to Cordeaux, ? 10 Oct. 1902, enclosed in
Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 107, 20 Oct. 1902.

3. F.0. 2/810, memo. by Menning, 18 July 1902.

4. I.0. 2/810, Lensdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 51, 1 Aug. 1902;
Lensdowne tel. to Cordeaux, no. 57, 25 Aug. 1902.

5. 1.0. 2/811, Lensdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 65, 2 Oct. 1902; i.A.

Campbell (senior clerk, #.0.) to Manning, 4 Oct. 1902.

9

6. #.0. 2/620, extracts from The Scotsman, 6 Oct. 1902 and Daily News,
? 14 Oct. 1902.
7. ¥.0. 2/811, Cordeéaux tels. to Lansdowne, no. 45, 16 Oct. 1902
46, 17 Oct. 1902.

and no..
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The Foreign Office immediately ordered the remainder of 2 K.A.i. to

: 3
bl 3 fal ’ 3 Al 3 -+ o ALy Ay E FUN
somaiiland from Central Africa™ and arranged for an In

T 3 oo PR RSP
Indisn batvaiion

-

stand by in Adent ' The next day Manning arrived in Aden and recommended
o] . v ]

tral

ror Fast Africa and 650 from Cen

@]
ey

sending 100 men from Uganda, 10

e in o 4oL
With tﬂé\newsp&per placards proclaiming a disaster, with

»t Swayne's roulte wa swarming with hostile band:

W

of natives! ahd warning against 'the danger of carrying out a half-nearted
polioy'f with the discovery that Aden could only supply 270 second-rate

-
troops  and Manning's lears that the ports might be attaokcd{ all

hesitaricy at so denuding the protectorates of troopC disappeared, and

they were ordered o So:aLiland? So were the inevitable varshlp and a

. v
s P 11 ; . ' - ' . :
shipload of Indian solu¢e“° while preparations were made to send more
, N e ae g o R . e L2
sroops from India 'in case Swayne's [force is surrounded and cut off',

The Commons were assured that 'if bad news should come the Government

1. ¥.0. 2/811, Lensdowne tel. to Sharpe, no. 90, 18 Oct. 1902.

2. .. 2/811, I.C. tel. to Aden resident, 19-Cet. 1902, copy.

3. W.0. 2/811, Farming tel. to Lansdowne, .19 Oct. 1902.

4. P.0. 2/620, extract from liorning Fost, 25 Oct. 1902; A. Hamilton,
S iland (7 ‘ ' o o

!

- /- 5 PPN P
sona, (London, 1911), p. 1.
- o :

5. 5, Oct. 1902.

5. /811 21. to Lansdowne, no. 5, 21 Oct. 1902;
V*Coroy te: , 21 Oct. 1502, copy.

7. W.0. 2/811, tel. to Lansdowne, no. 3, 20 Cct. 1502.

8. .0, 2/811 minute by Lansdowne, n.d., on Merming tel. to Lansdowne,
20 Oct. 1902. Lol v

9. #.0. 2/811, Lansdowne tel. to Sharpe, no. 91, 21 Oct. 1902; Lansdowne
tel. to F. Jackson ("cting commissioner, E.A.P.); no. 189,
21 Cet. 1902, ‘

10, F.0..2/811, 0. to aduiralty, 22 Oct. 1902, ,

11, #.0. 2/811, ¥.0. %o 1.0., 21 Oct. 1902; Viceroy tel. to I1.0., 2% Oct.

190z, copy. B .
i2. ?.C. 2/611, 1.0. to F.0., 22 Oct. 1902.
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sould be preparcd to supply even further troops' beyond the 4,920
» i £ i 7

. IO
slready availablel «

Oon 22 Qctober I

nning reached Berbera to hear that Swayne had

g0t into Boh oml/;/ﬁafelyf The immediate danger had been removed, but

rew doubted thal a third expedition would follow and the war

¥ 1

Punch, whiclk

&)

correspondents were already leaving for Somalilan
nicknamed Tansdowne 'the Mad Muddlah', commented, all too truly:
‘reiniorcements are on ‘the way, and when these have met with

a reverse, through inadeguate numbers, arrangements will be
made for further ro¢niorcem\ntb.'4

Swayne had marched 1,500 miles, killed an estimated 1,400 Somalis,

and captured 25,000 cumelb, 1,500 cattle and 250,000 sheep, al a cost of
by . 6 . - . o o
2 officers, over 100 mcn and £1%,010. By living off captured stock

5 n e

1wad been eoonomical{ but total military expenditure

-

the actual operations

in Somaliland had swallowed up the whole of the £60,000 parliamentary

srant~in-aid and £15,000 of the £25,000 supplementary grantg The

1. donsard, 4th series, 1902, oxiii, 223, 20 Oct. 1902, 610, 23 Oct.
1902, 946-7, 28 Oct. 1902.

2, .0, 2/LW¢, Manning tel. to Lansddwne, no. 7, 22 Oct, 1902.

3. ".0. 2/810, Deily Express to 7.0., 21 Oct. 1902; F.0. 2/620,

Jamilton to I".0., 24 Oct. 1902.

4. RS 29 Oct. 1902.

5. vee-partlett, The King's African Rifles, p. 170.

7 4 - = 5 Y IaTa Y.

6. series, 1907%, cxxi, 108, 22 Apr. 1903.

7. 0, dinformation by Hill, ? 24 July 1902, foxr parliamentary
8. P vers 190%, x1lii, 'Civil Service Appropriation Accounts

19O¢ 02, Report of the Compiroller and Auditor General on Uganda,
Central and BEast Africa Protectorates and Uganda Redilway'; Parl.
Pavers 1904, 1lv, ditto 1902-0%; F.0. 2/618, Cordeaux tel. to

' Lansdowne, no. 53, 12 Nov. 1902.
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garciul Foreignk01flce policy to avolid the use of Indian troops in

the protectoratesiwas in ruins. The Sayyid was stronger fthan ever,
nis prestige had/reached ncw heights and he had inspired a superstitious
dread in alleoqalis. The short, sharp counter-stroke, [ollowed by a
return to the defensive policy had failed to materialise; instead

.
N . - . o
tain wag now committed to retrieving her militaxry honour.

et
A
L. Details of the second expedition may also be found in: Jaxdine, The
FMad Pullanh of Somaliland, pp. 75-86; Perl.Papers 190%, x1 (&05),
"Correspondence respecting the %isinw of the Mullah \Lﬂamw 2

and and conseguent military operations 1901-1902¢',
and Perl. Papers 1905, 1vi (469), 'Despatches, etc., regarding the
I L¢vqu Operations in Somaliland from the 18th January, 1902 to
the 31st May, 1904'.
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MANNING'S FAPEDITION.
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Once Swayne's lorce was known to be safe the Cabinet fellt free to
, . s L

concentrate on the next step in Somaliland. Swayne was summoned to
e . C 2 e " . g e
Ingland to give advice but in the event he was so seriously ill with
ralta fever contracted during the campaign that he contributed 1little to
the discussion.  There seemed to be four possible courses of action:
(i) a peace agreement with the Sayyid; (ii) retirement to the coast;
(iii) a defensive policy as planned after the first expedition; (iv) a
third expedition? The bope of coming. to terms with the Sayyld was
based on letters he had written to the Italian governor of the Benadir

e . : 4 ‘
indicating his desire to live at. peace. The chance was lost however,
for in his communications with the British the Sayyid still wrote as an
independent ruler defiantly demanding an end to the attacks against hiwm
and the cession of a cocastal port; : the British Government were too proud

and confident to negoiiate on such terms? Retirement 1o the coast had

]

1. CAB %7/6%/146, Cabinet memo. by Lansdowne, 25 Oct. 1902;
CAB 41/27/%2, 4.J. Balfour (prime minister) to King Sdward VIT,
28 Oct. 1902.

2. ®.0. 2/812, Langdowne tel, to Swayne, no. 85, 30 Oct. 1902.
%, 1.0. 2/811, Altham to Cranborne, 2% Oct. 1902.
L, 7.0. 2/812, Rodd to Lénsdowme, no. 31 Africa, 11 Nov. 1902; minute

by Lansdowne, n.d., on loocse minute by Sanderson, 19 Hov. 1902
.0. 2/81%, Rodd to Lansdowne, no. 37 Africa, 8 Dec. 1902.

5. . F.0. 2/81%, Cordeaux tel. to Lansdowne, no. 60, 27 Nov. 1902, and
minutes by Hill, Cranborane and Lansdowne, all n.d.; Cordeaux tel.

to Lansdowne, no. 62, 12 Dec. 1902; The Times, 15 Dec. 1902.
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its attractions: 'it would bring the Mullah on to the French frontier

"

and the French ééyernmeht face to face with their own misdeeds' as’
] .
¢ranborne pointed out, with the Djibouti arms trade in mind. On the
other hand, it was still felt that both Berbera's trade and the Ishaalk
clans needed positive protection in the interior. Furthermore, .
abandoniné the interior wouwld entail loss of prestige and influence
throughout Africa, particularly in Ethiopia, while the Sayyid's prestige
ﬁight increase to the point where he posed a serious threat to Jubaland
and the northern frontiers of the Hast Africa Protectorate% The

possibility of withdrawing from the interior was discarded as impractical.

A defensive policy also involved loss of prestige for it would be
impossible to defend a 1,500 mile frontier, and 26,000 Dolbohanta,
nominally inhabitants of a British 'protectorate’, would have to be
. 2 . . I P N . .
ahandoned. Nevertheless, the Foreign Office were prepared to accept
- | ’ )
this'policy? although it had failed the previous yearf so long as it was

the cheapest solution? They had no treaties with the Dolbohanta, who,

enyway, could be said to have forfeited all right to protection by

]

F.0. 2/812, 1.D.W.0. memo., 31 Qct. 1902; P.0. 2/813, memo. by
Crenborne, 22 Nov. 1502, : '
2. #.0. 2/81%, loose minutes by Lansdowne, % Dec. 1902, Hill, 4 Dec.
1902 and Cranborne, n.d.; I.D.W.0. to F.0., 11 Dec. 1902.

3 .0, 2/815, memno. by Cranborne,. 22 Nov. 1902 and separate minute by
‘ Lansdowne, 2% Nov, 1902.
4. C4B 37/63/149, Cabinet memo. by Cranborne, 7 Nov. 1902.
5. #.0. 2/812, minute by Hill, n.d., on International Arbitration and
- Peace Assoclation to F.0., 13 Nov. 1902; minutes of meeting at #.0.,

J..e
18 MNov. 1902.
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supporting the Bayyid. The War Office drew up a defensive scheme 1o

s

include protection of the Ishaak on the Haud which Swayne insisted was the

ES -
tonly thing worth having in Somaliland'?  The cost was staggering: halfl
s million pougds o year for an indefinite period@ The cost of another

expedition was estimated at only halfl that sum, and despite 2ll its
disadvantages it at least offered a better chance of finishing the Sayyild
than did a defensive policy. On 2 December 1902, with evident reluctance,

the Cabinet decided on a third expedition?

Mot all were dismayed at this prospect. The Times had never doubted
- C s ; . i .6 N
ihe need to hit back hard and fast at the Sayyld; nor had Manning and the
7

var Office. Manning hoped to commend, and laid his plans. He would
advance fromvllliglon‘the Indian Ocean seaboard of the Italian

protectorate, and occupy‘mudug‘wiﬁh Indian troops, while K.A.R. troops
would march overland to Mudug from Bohotleh. — The two forces would then
Soin o nunt down the Sayyid waile Bthiopian troops held the River

N ¢ .
Shibeli. The idea of an attack from the east coast was not new. It

2

¥.0. 2/81%, Swayne to Hill, private, 8 Dec. 1902.

L

2. #.0. 2/813, memo. by Altham, 25 Nov. 1902; memo. by Sanderson,
29 Nov. 1902.

3. F.0. 2/812, notes by Altham on conversation with Swayne enclosed
in Altham to Hill, 20 Nov. 1902.

4. 7.0, 2/813, unsigned memo. n.d., on meeting of 1 Dec. 1902.

5. CABR 41/27/36, Balfour to H@dward VII, 2 Dec. 1902; see also: CAB

27/6%/149, Cebinet memo. by Cranborne, 7 Nov. 1902.

The Times, 24 Oct. 1902, first leader and report from a military

correspondent; 4 Nov. 1902, report from Aden. .

7. 1.0, 2/d]2 Manning to Lansdowne, %0 Oct. 1902; 1.D0.W.0. memo.,
41 Oct. 1902,

8. ?.0. 2/811, Menning
2/6l2, Menning to Laz
7 ¥ov. 1902.

O~

tel. to Lensdowne, no. 9, 29 Cet. 1902; 1.C.
nsdowne, %0 Oct. 1902; Manning to Lansdowne,
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ppears first to have been suggested by Cranborme in February 1902 before

o

. N R . . ; e .2 i .. .
the second expedition); but was turned down by the War COfficeS During the
course of the ggcond expedition, Cranborne and Manning again suggested

Py

}
a force from Illig, to give Swayne, in the Nogal, a base nearer than

Vs

ot

Berbera, and to cut off the Sayyid from Osman Mahmud's Mijertein
; . o N 4 o .
Preparations were made to employ 600 troops, but the War Office still
disliked the scheme? the Italians were uneasy at being dragged into such

- \ .6 . . .
openn opposition to the Sayyid, and the plan had to be dropped because i

ot

-

could not be organised in time( Nevexrtheless, the idea remained, and

Manning's proposal to lead the third expedition from the east coast was .
hasB

not unexpected.

e

Bverything. depended on the Italians. They allowed a British ship to

9

survey their Somali coastline for possible landing sites] but they would

1ot say whether a British expedition could operate from their territory.

1. .0, 2/809, minute by Cranborne, n.d., on Swayne to Hill,
‘ 25 Feb. 1902.

2. 1.0. 2/809, D.M.I. to F.0., 18 Mar. 1902.

3. #.0. 2/810, Cranborne minute to Lansdowne, 28 July 1902; memorandsa
by Mamming, 5 Aug. 1902 and 6 Aug. 1902, enclosed in Althem to
Marming, 8 Aug. 1902,

4. . F.0. 2/610, Lensdowne tel. to Sharpe, no. 76, 13 dug. 1902;
Lansdowne tel. to Jackson, no. 156, 1% Aug. 1902.

5. #.0. 2/810, D.G.M.I. to F.C., 26 Sept. 1902.

6. ¥.0. 2/810, Itelian embassy memo. to F.O., 25 Aug. 1902, and minutes
thereon by Hill, 25 Aug. 1902 and Lansdowne, n.d.

7. ¥.0. 2/810, memoranda by Crowe, 24 Sept. 1902 and 26 Sept. 1902.

8. 7.0. 2/811, Lansdowne tel. Ho Swayne, no, 65, 2 Oct. 1902.

9. ?.0. 2/811, Rodd tels. to Laensdowne, no. 1 Africa, 22 Qct. 1902 and

no. 3 Africa, 5 Nov. 1902,; P.R.0., Lansdowne Papers, Italy, vol. i
(?.0. 800/132), Rodd to Lensdowne, private, 29 Oct. 1902.
10.  F#.0. 2/811, Pansa to Lensdowne, 30 Oct. 1902. ‘
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The scheme, which Lansdowne considered 'preposterous', wa

zdopted. For %31 its size, Roberts doubted whether it would finish the

Seyyid, and there was, amyway, no chance that Cabinet or parliament would
2.1 A A T B y s -2

approve the £6(million required.

4s later reports put the Sayyid's numbers at only 12,000 men and 1,000

~ifles” Cranborne and Hill proposed a smaller expedition, to harass rather

o

than defeat him, and to damage his prestige. British troops would occupy
fudug, nis favourite refuge, bulld a fort there and then ﬁithdraw, leaving
the oasis in Yusuf Ali's control% This fitted in with Manning's ideas
the results of the naval survey h?d'shown Cbbia t0 be the best site on the
gast ooaét, especially‘as‘Yusuf Ali promised to providé 6,000 transport
camels there? and Manning planned to march on Mudug with.4,000 men in two
colwms, from Obbia and Bohotleh? The expeditibn would last six months
and cost £250,000. This was the scheme finally adopted by the Cabinet

- " -
T

on 2 December; the prime minister considered it 'not very satisfactory!

1. ‘ the Times, 2% Oct. 1902, leader; 31 Oct. 1902 & 10 Nov. 1902,

reports by a military correspondent. .

2. .0, 2/6812, minutes of meeting at F.O., 18 Nov. 1902; Lansdowne
Papers, Laypb, vol. i (F.0. 800/123), Lensdowne to Cromer, private,
12 Dec. 1902. , ‘ ‘ j

5. F.O.52/812, S.1.0. Aden, tel. to Admiralty, 18 Nov. 1902, enclosed
in Admiralty to F.0., 18 Nov. 1502. '

L. .o, 2/815, memoranda by Cranborne, 22 Nov. 1902 and Hill,
27 Nov. 1902.

5, . ®.0.,2/812, Rodd tel. to Lansdowne, no. 4 Arrica, 19 Wov. 1902.

6.  F.0. 2/8l%, Memning tels. to Lensdowne, no. 22, 24 Nov. 1902, and

no. 23, 26 Yov. 1902; I.D.W.0. to F.0., 27 Nov. 1902; memo. by
Sanderson, 29 Nov. 1902. - : |

T
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put 'the best in our power.’

e s e o . s s ,
The fthioplans were to be asked to co-operate on the 3hibeli, bub more
important was Qo—operation from the Italians. They still had to anprove

obia, and Yusul Al¢ would need thelr support once he was
2 i

f

ok
o
[¢]
<
o8]
o
©
et
o

By

installed in Mudug. They hesitated, for they feared that if they becane
v el e = -3 - 1 3 o+ BT i PN T A e
entangled with the Sayyid the peace of their own territory would be
3

e L 1 i SN .
jegpardisced. lieut.-Col. Altham of the War Office, and Evre Crowe” of

the forelgn Office, were senl to Rome to point ocut that ITtaly naa a

responsibility to stop the Sayyid using her territory as a base for

attacks on the British protectoréte@  The Ttalians wanted & promise that
‘ , , _ 5 ,

the Benadir would not be involved in the fighting” but the Britich did not

¢ .
feel able to give such a guarantee!  Hventually a solution was reache
waien tranguillized Itelian opinion without really committing the British(

Britain recognised the imporiance of cutting off the Sayyid from the south

and agreed to try to force him north or west. The Italians then gave

i. MO, 2/81%, unsigned memo. n.d., on meeting at 1.0. of 1 Dec. 1902;
CAD 41/27/%6, Balfour to Edward VII, 2 Dec. 1902.

2. 0. 2/815, Lansdowne o Rodd, no. 102 Afric ca, 2 Dec. 1902,

3. Crowe, Byre Alexander Berby Wichart (later Sir Eyre Crowe, G.C.B.,
G.C L.C.) 18 oA -1925; 1885, joined F.0. as a clerk, where he became
asgistant to 8ir Clement Hill, the superintendent of African
protectorates; 1912, assistant under-secretary; 1919, British
plenipotenti fj at Versailles peace conference; 1920, permanent
under-secretary; died in office.

L. #.0. 2/81%, minute by Hill, n.d., on Rodd to Lensdowne, no. 35 Africa
5 Dec. 1902. ' R

5. #.0.72/6813, Rodd tels. to Lensdowne, no. 12 Africa, 4 Dec. 1902,
aud no. 14 Africa, 10 Dec. 1902. '

6. m.0. 2/81%, Lensdowne to Rodd, no. 105 Africa, 6 Dec. 1902.

7. 0. 800/1%2, Rodd to Lansdowne, private, 13 Dec. 1902.



petween Derbera and Bohotleh and signsl communications established by
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def of the Foreign Office, conlrol of the

<)

perations was Aransferred to the War Office, who also assumed financial

1 N

bility. For the actual advance they COClqu to send Manning

responsi
sore men than he asked for? They allocated 1,098 men, mostly Indian, to

garrison the berbera-Bohotleh line, and 650 K.A.R. troops from Ceniral
ifrica for the Bohotleh {lying colwumn. The casi coast force was to

number 2,296 men, made up of 550 K.A.R. troops from Bast and Central Africs
end Uganda, 1,100 Indian troops, 140 British mounted infentry and 100 Boex

mounted infantry. . Altogether, 2,300 extra men were to be brought from

dia, South Africa and Britain, and the total number of non-Somali troops

bl
|

4
i
L

‘was to be 4,044,

fmong the men Trom India were 200 from the famous Bikaner Camel Corps,

- ]

offered by the Maharajah of Bikaner; similar offers had been made by the

‘ -
rulers of Jodhpur and Bahwalpur, but they had not been accepted? The

1. F.0. 2/811, Warnis to Lansdowne, no. 10A, n.d., recéived
29 Cct. 1902; #.0. 2/812, fenning tels. to Lansdowne, 30 Oct. 1902,

no. 15, 5 Nov. 1902, and no. 18, 7 Nov. 1902; VlCurO/ tel., to I.0.,
17 Nov. 1902, (copy).

2. #.0. 2/813, #.0. to W.0., 6 Dec. 1902; #.0. 2/620, Lensdowne tel.
to Cordeaux, no. 117, 19 Dec. 1902.
3. 0. 2/8“'9 Fenning tel. to Lansdowne, no. 2%, 26 Nov. 1902.
4, ' memo., of meeting at W.0., 15 Dec. 1902: ¥W.0. %el. to
17 Dec. 19502, enclosed in D.G.M.I. to F.0., 17 Dec. 1902.
5. } ;». %0 Oct. 1902; 7.0. 2/812, Viceroy tel. tc I.0., enclos
in I.0. to F.0., 3 Wov. 1902; for a description and piciures of
he Bikaner Camel Corps see: War Office, Offjcial Historv...,

ii, 425-432.
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soers had also volunteered for service in Somaliland, end although
///
Lensdowne feared they would not know how to manage Africen troops without

o siambek, Chamberlain, the colonial secretary, and Roberts had urged that

ineir offer be accepted as a contribution towards conciliaticn in South

Lfricar Very little use was to be made of Someli troops. Their conduct
et Erego had ruined thelr reputation. Their chief detractor was Major

Plunkett of 2 K.A.R. who had fought in the battle; words were hardly

o . R , s . - . - .- V. L
sufficient to describe his contempt for Swayne and his Someli soldiexrs.

5

The Times considered them utterly worthless” and even Swayne, who remained

ot

neir steunch advocate, admitted that they could not be relied upon for
] +

.
. P C o o o . . L. . .
close fighting with the dervishes. Manning revised his previously high

4.

opinion of the

¥

omalis, and disbanded both the levy and 6 K.A.R. 150

v

somali mounted infantry, and 50 camelry, with a high proportion of
British officers, were ralsed for essential scouting and pursuing;
otherwise Somalis were only to be used as grazing

7 .

and non~combatants.

guards, garrviscn Troops

[439]
[0]8]

he 1} fic

Menning's instructions were sent from the War 0f

(6]
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w
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©
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i
]
[

1. he , 1 Nov. 1902; War Office, Official History..., ii, 421-4.

2. 7.0 12, Lansdowne to Lord Robexrts, 4 Nov. 19502. i

4. ».0. 2/812, minute by Cranborne, 3 Nov. 1902; Roberts to Lansdowne,
10 Nov. 1902 ‘

4 #.0. 2/811, letter from Maj. ! unkett, 25 Cct. 1902, sent to
#.0. by Col. Plunkett, 19 Hov. 1502; F.O. 2/81%, letter from Maj.
Plunkett, 11 Wov. 1502, bound with papers of 26 Wov. 1902.

5. The Times, 1 Dec. 1902.

6. 7.0, 2/811, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 117, 28 Oct. 1902.

7. #.0. 2/620, Manning to Lensdowne, 16 Dec. 1902 and 29 Dec. 1502.



mid-Decerber. Hif‘primary object was to expel the Sayyid from Mudug;

i il . o
as agreed with the Ttalians he was 1o Try to prevent him retreating south.

;
tThe advance from Obbia was planned for the end of Januaryf The first

[63
o+

-

{ L ; . o . .2 .
troops landed on 2 January 1903; Manning arrived two days later: It

was later discovered that the Sayyid moved north-west from (Gallad as soo

5

as he heard of the landings Obbla was rapidly transformed as British

—

and Italian warships stood offshore and lighters landed thousands of

[¢]

amels and troops that arrived from Berbera, Bombay and Durban. Hough

~

seas and bad weather greatly hampered disembarkation and delayed the

N

1
advance.
Far mofe serious delay was caused by a dearth of transport camels at
Obbia. Yusuf Ali refused to be bound by his son's promise to provide
6,000 Camels? by 7 Januvary he had produced only four beastis. Marming
to arrange for 1,000 extra camels to be shipped from Berbera. At

first ne thought that Yusuf Ali was only holding out for a bvetter price,

1. 7.0, 2/8145 W.0. tel. to Manning, 17 Dec. 1902 and Altham to -
Manning, 19 Dec. 1902, both enclosed in D.G.M.I. to F.0., 1 Jan.1903. -
2. 0. 2/814, Marnning to W.0., no. 2, 10 Jan. 1903, enclosed in W.0O.

to 1.0., 4 Feb. 190%; C.-in-C. Zast Indies tel. to Admiralty,
E] T A

9 Jan. 1903, enclosed in Admiralty to F.0., 9 Jan. 1903.

bR £.0. 2/81l4, Mamning to Lansdowne, 16 Dec. 1902; Manning to Ajthan,
private, 16 Dec. 1902; Manning tel. to W.0., 7 Mar. 1903, copy.
4. .0, 2/81Z, Manning to Hill, private, 6 Jan. (7 Feb.} 1503%; war
Official History..., 11, 530-54%, 556-7; Hamilton,
178~184; interesting sketcnes and photographs will
ustrated London Hews, Jan.-June 1903, pp. 266-7,

o]

ice Papers, Series 106, vol. 236, part

&

i
. P L PR 5 R {8 s - _
. . Iorestier-Walker, R.A. (intelligence officexr,




AN
N
},.J

s 5 P : P . . -~y . l 4 - ) . -
yut as he rapidly lest patience with the Somalis, he became convinced

that Yuouf Al Wes in league with the Sayyid and purposely witholding
{¢ & ayy B! K

[A]

cemels. He decided that Yusul Ali would have to go. This was an

Ttalian responsibility, but the ITtalian officers at Obbla disagreed with

cm
=
4

one arnoi;l"xer.‘ Lovatelll, the Anglophil, sympathised with Manning;
éommander of the warship Caprera did not) The Italian Government
ﬁherefore’sent their. consul-general at Aden, Chevalier ¥. Sola, %o Obbia%
He arrived on 28 january and the next day Yusuf Ali and nis son were
deported to Aden. 4 number of firearms were found in the sultan's house,
but this was hardly evidence of hostility; he had undoubitedly been
obstructive over camels and supplies, but Manning and Lovatelli were almost

5

certainly wrong to assume that he was in league with the Sayyid:

Manning, however, was sure that had Yusuf Ali been installed in Mudug

1. #.0. 2/8l4, Manning to Hill, oprivate, 7 Jan. .1903; W.0. 106/236/ii,
24, Mamning tel. to W.0., 14 Jan. 1903. :

2. 7.0, 2/8147 Manning to Hill, private, 8 Jan. 1903; Manning to W.O.,
14 Jan. 19035, copy.

3. £.0. 2/81l4, Marming tel. to W.0., no. 40/41, 12 Jan. 1903, copy;

b@nﬂwno to Hill, prlvate, 14 Jan. 190%; Rodd tel. to Lansdowne,
no. 6 Africa, 23 Jan. 1903. ;
4, #,0. 2/814, Rodd tels. to. Lansdowne, no. 5 Africa, 1% Jan. 1903,
and no. 4, 17 Jan. 1905%. ~ ‘
5. #.0. 2/814, Manning tel. to W.0., no. 63, 29 Jan. 1903. copy; _
Mamning to W.0., 29 Jan. 1903%, coypy; Manning to W.0., 15 Feb. 1903,
enclosed in v.0. to g.O., n.d., but re celvea Ll Mar. 190%; W. O
106/2%6/ii; 49, press report, 29 Jan. 1903; H. Hess,
Mullah™ and ro&Lhcrn Somalia', Journal of African Hi
421 Ver Office, Qfficial History..., i, 133; UOVPG‘Bu*vLGtt,
The King's African Rifles, p. 173%; Hamilton, Somaliland, pp. 224~5.

(&)
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we would either have surcendered it to the Sayyid, or have become anocther

imllah’ himselﬁv He considered that

C s \ i
is deportation ghould be permenent

ry

and sent the sultan and his son to Aden as prisoners of war with a warrant

for theilr commitital to prison. In Italy, however, certain sections of
the press were beginning to criticise the decision to allow Britain to

land ab Obbia” and so the Itslian Covernment demanded the release of the

WO prisoner34 and shipped them off to Lr 1uro&? The Italians begen to
>1r position. Despite a rigorous press censorship at Obbia
and Berbera Reuber's correspondent meanaged to send an exaggerated
“account of the deportation and incorrectly reported that the Sayyid was
being driven éouth? “The captain of the Caprera at Obbia remained

. . ... 8 A
convinced that Manning's operations would end in a fiasco™ and he

informed Rome that the ch arges against Yusuf Ali had been exagg tcd and

U

that Lovatelli's Jjudgement had been affected by the climate. Rennell

1, #.0. 2/81ld4, Marming to Hill, private, 6 ¥eb. 1903; F.0. 2/8l4,
Manning to Sola, 16 Feb. 1903, enclosed in W.CG. to-¥F.0., n.d.,
vut received 11 Mar. 1903.

2. 0. 2/814, Aden resident tels. %o I1.0., 11 Teb. 190% and 12 Feb.
1903%, both copies.

3. F.C. 2/81l4, Sir i, Bertie (British ambassador, Aome) to Lensdowne,
no. lL Africa, 10 Feb. 1903%; The Times, 11 Feb. 1903.

A 0. 2/dLL Bertie tel. o Lansdowne, no. 7 Africa, 14 Feb. 1903.

5. 7.0. 2/8L4, Rodd tel. to Lansdowne, no. 18 Africa, 14 Mar. 1903.

6. #.0. 2/813, Vanning to Hill, 14 Dec. 1902; 1.0. ¢/814, Manning to

Altham, private, 50 Dec. 1902, enclosed in Altham to Hill, 12 Jan.
190%s War Office, Official History..., 1i, 415,

7. #.0.2/814, Bertie to Lensdowne, no. 13 Africc, il Feb, 1903;
Forestier-vWalker to Altham, private, 14 Feb. 190%, copy with
letter from same 1o same of 7 Feb. 19053%.

8. Hess, 'The "Mad Mullah" and Northern Somalia', Journal of African
History, v (1964), 421; ¥.0. 2/814, Maj. J. Sington (Italian
consul-general, Manchester) to Sanderson, 5 Mar. 1903.
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attack, The malin coluwm, another 841 men, T

had been established at

@
Qo
O .
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The Bchotlen

force, but not with any Qerv1°hco; although the troops were anxiocug for
action and the Boexrs were 'particularly murderoms’J The whole udug

o

0CCUDY

N

Bohotleh {

the remaining wells and force

by the British except for Gall

lad.

In late

and, by linking up with ‘the Bohotleh

force,

the dervishes fto break up:

March Manning

e}

The

ing column had had small encounters with dervishes early in

Varch, when 1t occupied some wells to fThe south and established & post at
Domo. On 25 March 300 men of 2 X.A.R. commanded by Plunketi (now a
Lieut.-Col.), reached Galkayu from Bohotleh: The two forces had linked
up and British forces now held all important points beltween Berbera and
Cbbia. -

At almost exactlly the same time, 000 ®tnioplien troops, accompanied
1. Y.0. 106/256/iii, %6, Manning ftel. to W.0., 28 Feb. 1903; ¥.0.

2/dl ., ”cnnlnz tel. to ¥.0., & Mer. 190%, copy.

2. 106, 12 & 27, journal entries for 6 Mar. 1903 and

3.
i
D
G.
botin copies.
7. fen “ficial History...
{0.C. Berbera—sonotleh
W.0. 106/2%6/iv, 15, jou
20 Mar. 1903,
8. 7.0, 106/236/4iv, 27 3

Col. Swann
5, CUDY;
ne Times,
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sy two British officers, Colonel jiochiort  and Captain Cobbold (who bad

R i ; A 8 - . e .l -
sccompanied Hanbury-Tracy in 1901L), arrived on the River Shibeli. fenelik
N RIS ER e e B B Z) - SR S TS B N R . %
aaa dbeen }..LA\..L_O\A.»Q Lo CO-OpeIrate wWitil britaln” and although llochloxrt
- B T i P B 1 i Z: ) <
sescribed the troops as 'little better than & transport train'’ theix
Iresence seems effectively to have deterred the Sayyid from moving south
o the Bﬂibcli? e now found himself hemmed in DCbndeﬂ “the British and
the Bthiopians. The THimes stated thalt 'the prospect belore us seems

£ ,

2 LR B e . e ‘O - N A byt vnoy o <[P o 4T €3 -
gecidedly hopeful', and rep ed that many men were deserting ioe »ayyd
who was forced to maintain his authority by ruthless severity.

Such J_ODO"’“'S wexre \:G.LCCme in

“rn

jhre

itain where peo

ple had suddenly become

sware of Somalilland. A% the beginning of 1)03 *lo Aﬂglo ~-German debi-
collecting blockade off Venezuela had seemed far more important, but in
mid-February Balfour, the prime minister, speaking at Liverpool, had
arawn attention to the Somaliland campalgn:
1. chfort, Col. Alexsnder Nelsom, C.B., (later Maj.-Gen. oir
sxander, K.C.B., C.N.G.),‘1850—1)16; 1871, joined Royal Actillexy;
oved in ind*@, judan, south Africa and Somaliland; 1904-1510,
nspector Royal Horse and vwoyal field Artillery; 1910~ ~1916,
i ' of Jersey.
o, Sort tel. to W.0., wo. 2 19, 29 Mar. 190%, coyy.
% to Lensdowne, no. L1, 31 Dec. 1902% _
4. , 30, extract from Rochfort's stalf diaxy, 21 Apr.1903.
5. ming tel. to W.0., no. 100, 7 . 1903, copy;
o W.0., no. R 17, 17 Mer. 1903 and no. R 19, 29 Mar.
CS . ’ )
5. ver. 1903, leader.
1. ar. 190% and 12 Mar. 1903, rcgocms from Aden.
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1. do not vink the public have laken the smallest interest
in it;  but th cost will be more Tthan Venesuels bolh in men

and money, and the elTect of the operations will be far-
reaching., "1
4t once, Somaliland became & major concern. A map was placed in the
"

- o - < ey ' » : .l . e
gouse of Commons tea~room, and at the opening of the new parliasmentary
session tihe operations were mentioned in the speech from the throne?

Liberals in both houses questioned the meaning of Balfour's Liverpool

speech, and their leader, Cemnpbell-Bannerman, criticised the Covernment

RN

for their amateur and haphazard fashion of waging war Tnis was a new

A 1

departure. Hitherto, opposition to Somaliland policy had been confined

~ AT

0 & small section of the radical and pacifist fringe’ mnow, not only did

c ,
thelr criticism become more ou*060ﬁen, but both Iﬂ;sh/ and respesctable

Iiveral members were Jjolning in, especially when they were asked Lo vote

nongy for the campailgn. In defence of their pol;c" the Government fell

back on their old argument that they had reluctanizly found 1t Y&OMOLQ ciy
1. The Times, 14 Feb. 1903, report of Balfour's speech to Liverpool
bOﬂuL“V&ﬁLVO Club, 1) feb. 1903%.

2. iansard, 4th series, 1903, cxiv, 1454, cuestion by Round, 23% Mar.1903.
5. 1., cxviii, 3, king's speech, 17 Feb. 1903.
4, 5., cxviii, 16-17, T75-7; speeches by Zarl Spencer and Campbel
Bannermnan, 17 Feb. 1903%.
5. Sce e.g.: Hangard, 4th series, 1902, cxii, 564, speech by Dilke,
4 Aug. 19023 ¥.0. 2/811, Inte rﬂau¢onal Arbitration and Peace
:gociation, London, to #.0., 15 Cct. 1902
6. series, 190%, cxx, 169 & 362, question and spesch by
190

erna ti'maf

\" \)

2, S

Far. 190% and 26 Wazx. 3; F.0. 2/815, Int

Association, Lonaon, to Lansdowne, 2

x909, cxix, 575, questvions by Flynn a
'\OD

)05, cxviii, 1292-99, speeches by Bowles and

Apr
nd
acNeill, 12 Mar
ansard, 4th series, 19
Hobnouse, 3 Mar. 19Q03.

\/ e



Tobo tuke militoary action to defend the clons who looked to them

for protection; 'We could not allow the unchecked raids of this fanatical

o)

etender,.... ' said Baliour

-

On 31 March Manning arrived at Gallad with over 1,000 men; he was now
- . P o g 2 . - ~ .
within 70 miles of the Sayyid at Walwal® and reconnaissance forces pushed

south and west from Callau were at last making contact with the dervishes?

o s L4 . ) -
From London the Cabinet gave Monning a free hand” and he planned to close
on Wardere and Walwal for the kill while dxry weather still tied the
Seyyid to' the wells?  On 10 April Lieut.-Col. Cobbe and an advance force,
6
of over 570 men were sent wesitwards to reconnoitre but not fto attack.
This force was attacked on 14 April in thick bush near Gumburru, 40 miles
from Gallad, and Ccbbe retreated to more open gro und? Continued attacks

I

persuaded Cobbe to return to Gallad to find a betier route, but before he

turned back on-the morning of 17 April he sent Lieut.~Col. Plunkett and

252 men to bring in a company that was thought to be engaged one mile west

1. R oyviii, 28-9, 95-6, speeches by Duke of Devonshire an
: , 17 Tewn. 1903
2. 6/2)6/lv, 28, Journal entry for 26 Mar. 190%; F.0. 2/814,
' 5 tels. to W.0., 31 Mar. 1903 and no. 107, %1 Mar. 190%,copies.
z. 06/2%6/v, 3, 8 & 9, journal entries for 1, 2, 6 & 7 Apr. 190%;
/815, Merning tel., to W.0., no. 110, 8 Apr. 1903; The S,
1903.

. 100/2)o/v, 4, %anning to W.0., 3 Apr. 150%
O

G

e

0 .0. 2/8l4, Swenn
tel. to W.0., 4 Apr. 1903, copy with papers a

3

G

O

s, 19035 7.0,
, Forestier-Walker to Altham, 11 Apr. 1903

0. 106/236/v, 12-13%, journal eniry for 10 Apr. 1 05.
. lOo/Z,o/V5 14-15, journal entries for 1% & I
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7. do not thidnk thc vublic have tal sllest dnt
in it; Dbut the cost will be more vela both
In the effect of the opeLau¢ouu will be far-
it once, Somaliland became a major concern. A map was placed in the

. .
touse of Commons teg—room, and at the opening of the new parliamentary
session tine operations were mentioned in the speech from the throne?
Liberals in both houses questiocned the meaning of Balfour's Liverpool

speech, and their leader, Compbell-Bannerman, criticis
o (“ > - a1 1 [5
for their amateur and haphazard fashion of waging war.

depariture. Hitherto, opposition +
& 3 E

ed the Government

This was a new

to Somaliland policy had been confined
* g
to & small section of the radical and pacifist lrlnge2 now, not only did
6 e T ‘ h

their criticism become more outspoken, but both Irish' and respec ﬁuole
liberal members were Jjoining in, especially when they were asked o vote
noney for the oam;aion? In defence of their policy the Goverament fell
hack on their old argument that they had reluctanily found it ‘'abs OLuLeLy

1. Times, 14 Feb. 1903, report of Balfour's speech to Liverpool
Conservative Club, 13 Feb. 1903.

2. H ord, Ath series, 1903, coxix, 1454, question by Round, 23 Mar.1903.

3. 4 ., cxviii, %, king's speech, 17 Ieb. 1903. '

4. Ibid., cxviii, 16-17, 75-7; speeches by Zarl Spencer and Campbell-
Bapnerman, 17 #eb. 1903,

5. See e.g.: | ard, 4th series, 1902, cxii, 564, speech by Dilke,

4 Aug. 1902; #.0. 2/811, Internﬁ+iona1 Arbitration and Peace
Asmociation, London, to #.0., 15 Oct. 1902.

6. Hansard, 4th series, QOj, o'x, 169 & %62, question and speech. by
Lubouchere, 25 Mar. 1903 and 26 F¥ar. 190%; F.0. 2/815, International
Lrbitration and Feace Association, London, to Lans aow“u, 2 Apr. 1903.

7. 4th series, 190%, cxix, 575, questions by Flynn and

ift-MacNeill, 12 Maxr. 1903,
8. nsard, 4th serdes, 1903, cxviii, 1292-99, speeches by Bowles and

use, 1903%.
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bo take military action to defend the clong who looked io them
for protection; 'We could not allow the unchecked raids of this fanatical
Thrgn b 3 e 1 AT A Rald Vi
Pretender,....' said Ballour.

Cn 31 March Manning arrived at Gallad with over 1,000 men; he was now

s . . I . .. 2 , , o
within 70 miles of the Sayyid at Walwal™ and reconnaissance forces pushed

south and west from Callad were at last making contact with the dervishes?

from London the Cabinet gove Manning a {ree hand4 and he planned to close

A

Walwal for the kill while dry weather still tied the

Seyyid to the wells? On 10 April Lieut.-Col. Cobbe and an advance forxrce,

P
o o N L s ; . 0
of over 570 men were sent westwards to reconnoitre but not to attack.

This force was attacked on 14 April in thick bush near Gumburru, 40 miles

7

from Gallad, and Ccbbe retreated to

persuaded Cobbe to return to Gallad

turned bvack on-the

more open ground.
to find a better route, but befors he

he sent Lieut.-Col. Plunkett and

morning of 17 April

252 men Lo bring in a company that was thought to be engaged one mile west
L. Thid., cxviii, 28-9, 956, speeches by Duke of Devonshire and

ol £ o1n 7t
Balfour, 17 Ieb.

1903.

2. W.0. 106/236/iv, 28, journal entry for 26 lar. 190%; F.0. 2/814,
Meanning tels. to W.0., 31 Mar. 1903 and no. 107, 31 Mar. 150%,copies.

3. W.0. 106/236/v, %, 8 & 9, journal entries for 1, 2, 6 & 7 Apr. 1903
?.0. 2/815, Ferning tel. to W.0., mo. 110, 8 Apr. 190%; The es,
16 Apr. 1903,

4. F.0. 2/815, ¥.0. tel. to Menning, 8 Apr. 1903, copy, and minute
therecn by Cranborne, n.d.

5. W,0. 106/256/v, 4, Vanrning to W.0., 3 Apr. 1903; F.0. 2/8l4, Swarmn
te to W.0., 4 Apr. 1905, copy with papers of 31 Mar. 190%; I'.0O.

Forestier-Walker to iltham, 11 Apr. 1903, copy.
6§/236/v, 12-1%, journal entry for 10 Apr. 190%.
6/2%6/v, 14-15, journal entries for 1% & 14 Apr. 190%.
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of the camp. Plunkett had alvays despised

and, selzing the charnce to tlood his men and win the glory of smashing

the Sayyid, he advanced seven miles west to Gumburru, in direct

disobedience to Cobbe's orders. tHere, nis force was suddenly attacked
by & huge force of dervishes on horse and foot. Three rushes on the
square were repuised and heaps of dead piled up in front of the Maxins.

In the fourth rush, sheer weight of numbers overwhelmed the defenders;
dervishes actually held the bayonets whilst others speared the soldiers.
With his ammunition {inished, Plunkett, who was wounded, ordered his men

1

to charge back the seven miles to Cobbe; only 37 made it. Plunkett,
eight other officers, 121 men (mainly Yaos) of 2 K.A.R., 49 men of 2 Sikhs
)

and 17 others were killed; Dboth Maxims were captured, although not vefore

or

N

their officers had fcndO“oa them useless. It was a hard-won victory

the Bayyid, with possibly 2,000 casualties, but it was a victory, thanks

to Plunkett's disobedience, which cost him his life and the lives of 195
of his men. It was a bitter blow for Manning who believed that hed he

brought his whole force into action he would have been victor rious; e

N -

felt that Plunketit's rashness had snatched from him the fruits of an

1

arducus campaign® Ag soon as the news resched bim he set out with
1. 0. 2/815, duﬂﬂiﬂi ' to % 3 Apr. 1903, enclosed in Swann

to W.C., 23 Apr. to #.0., 23 A;
Manning to Hill, 26 Apr. 1903; W.0. L06/2%6/v, 22-24, ¥e
@o W.0., 20 4pr. 190%, Fanning to Altham, 26 Apr. 190%, & o
oM Lﬁd ted 1etter from officer with Cobbe‘s force Oif
56-171 oysb-ﬁ tlett, W

”ne Mad Mullan of
04-27T4; imaginative sketches of

¥

there, w1¢¢ be ioand in: Illustz

Historv..., i, 1
-

Pp. 175-9;

9
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einforcements and brouzht Cobbe, and the remmants of his force, back to

Gallad. Cobbe and a strong force were left there, butl Meoning retired
with his headquarters to Galkayu. An ck on the Sayyid et Wardere

was now impossible for many of Manning's transport camels vere dylug and

it was becoming increasingly difficult to procure replacements in tne

<O

srotectorate. fle pinned his hopes on an Ethiopian attack from

i
}J
ot
h
W
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Wews of the disaster reached London on 2% April and was announced to
- o ) - Lo < an . A
parliament’ the same day. It dominated the next day's newspapers:

=%

by

IBRITISH FORCH DESTROYED! ran the news headline in The Tim

&
9]
by

ears ©

further reverse were widespread, but reactions in the press vere varied,

J
bt

for the Pall Mall Gazette ridiculed the Liberal Daily News for advocating

e, prompt policy of scuttle' and 'skedaddle from Somaliland' and

N

. T e tmad .
procialmeds

Ve must not ... repeat the gigantic Gladstonian blunder
of abandon ﬂept of Xhartoum after the death of Gordon....
The Fullah, like the Mahdi, has got 1o be "smast wedh . o

ihiree days later the morning papers carried news of another dervish

o

v, 29, jouﬁnﬂ7 entry for 20 Apr.
4 & 5T, journal entries for

OO OoC
Il
OO0

; /v, 5, Manning to Swann, 5 Apr
tel. to W.0., 23 Apr. 190%, enclosed in D.
190%; Manning tel. to ¥ 24 Lypr. 1905, coj
4. nsard th 1 cxxi, 215-7, question by Campbell-

Pell Mall Gazette, 24 Apr. 19035,




Wnen Cobbe's force left Gallad on its ill-foted attempt to

had

begun moving south-west, also in the direction of Wardere” Cough's

~ .

500 men came into contact wilh dervish horsemen at Dancp, 38 miles from

4 .
Waraeref ignoxrar
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witnh 200

s}

Gumburru disaster, Gough pressed o
aounted men, half of them Somalis. On 22 April this smaell force was

attack cors .of Gumburru in the thick bush at Daratoleh. For
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over foux hours the balile raged at close quarters, the Britisn troops
being saved only by their Maxim; when their ammunition ran out they
retired by night to the comparative safely of Danop. ALl the men,

’ .
including the Somali troops, had fought with great bravery, and Gough
end 2 other officors were later awarded the V.C.; but 1t had achieved

nothi beyond the slaughter of 100 or 150 dervishes, at the coat of

4 officers and 1% men. 1t was not a disaster, but it was certainly not

& successiul victory; it showed that

Manning's colwins were dangerously

o,

wealk, and that the Sayyid had been able to maul successfully both arms

of Manning's pincer movement. It also gave cause for furthe: anxiety

H

L 6, 27 Apr. 1903%. .

2. Goughy, Faj. John Bdmond (latewr, Bris.-Gen. Gough, V.C.), 1871~1915;
1696-7, served in British Central Alrvica; 1898, Sudan; 1899-1901,
South Africa; 1902—5, somadliland; 1907, &.D.C. to the Xing; 1907-9,
Inspector-General, K.AR.; 1908-9, Somsliland; 1914, on Ceneral
tadg's staff; 1915, wounded and died; awarded posthumous K.C.B.;

© his father and his uncle also won the V.C.

5. ¥.0. 106/236/v, 10 & 14, Manning to Swenn, 1 Apr. 1903, and journa
entry for 13 Apr. 1903. : ' .

4, W.0. 106/236/v, 27, 29 & 5%, Journal entries for 17 ALpr. 190% and
20 Apr. 1903%. '
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il Gough arrived safely at Dohotlen on 28 Apcil’
A

Yo add to the Covermment's worries Berbera, which was Tseething with

. 2 - . . . o e o
dgiscontent’, and Bulhar were the scene of serious Somall wiots against
the measures belng used to obtain transport camels [for Manning. Troops

1led

,Cu

in to keep order3 and the atmosphere was hardly improved

O
<
(@]
o
3]
o)
o

I . . -4
py the news of Gumburru.

The final blow came when the Government heard that Italy would not
hold Mudug whern Man*éng withdrew. The occupation of the ocasis by Yusufl
ili or the Denadir Compuny had been.a basic element in the British scheme.

The possibility of using Yusul Ali had been ruled out by the events of

Januar vlminating in his deportation, but the Benadir Company were
7 453 A 3

° \Ji

known to be keen to occupy both Mudug and Obbia for

sudde “ly, nowever, the Italian presspegan charging the company with
tolexrating and conceallng the existence of slav very in the Bena ports.

The Italian Govermnment, surprised and embarrassed by the scandal, could

~ge the company's mandate at thls junciure by

36/v, 29, 51-3%, 44, Gough to Swann, 21 A
L905; journal entries for 22 4Apr. 1903, 25
. 1903%; press reports, 22 Apr. 1903; Swann to Gou
C.-in~C. tel. to Manning, 27 Apr. 190%; Wax OfL¢oe, Of"

1,

.y ?9 175—“80; Moyse~-Bartlett, The King's African
23 Hemilton, Somaliland, pp. 275-295..
2. ice, Official History..., ii, 364.
3. /236/v, 16 & 19, journal entries for 14 Apr. 1903 &
1903.
4. 6/236/v, %9, press reports, 26 hpr. 1903,
5. 14, Marming vel. to W.0., no. 91, 20 ¥Feb. 190%, copy.



of Fudugi and the strong mutual disirust between Menning and Lovatelli's
' 2
successor lessened thely readiness to co-operate with the British®

ST A ST e e e . (5 SO I RS N X - N 1V SR T B
They were willing ©o see British {roops.occupying Mudug in their name

but din mid-April they served notice thai they themselves would hold neither
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cLOsed and adnirad l‘il_Ld.'UCilOg wWnose invesg VAEET10NS naa convinced him that

Tusui Ali's deportation had been wrong, installed his son Ali Yusuf, in
" e
5 5

nis places At the end of 1904 Yusuf Ali himself was reinstated as sultan.

ks to the Penadir, a commission of enquiry found the slavery charges to be

company of its adminisirative functions and, in 1905, itselfl assumed

7

control of the area as the colony of Southern Italian Somalia!

- .

The installation oi Ali Yusuf at Obbila and Italy's decision no

ct
ot
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no

-

S s/ 5 . L
36/v, 26, journa 5 A .
. F.0. 2/815, Bertie to Lansdowne, no. 43, 14 Apr. 1903 and no. 49,
16 May 1903.
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6.7 T.0. 2/909, Swayne to Hill, demi-official, 22 Nov. 1904; F.0.
2/933, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 52, 2 Feb. 1905.
7. Hess, Italian Colonialism in Somslia, pp. 76-87.
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hold Mudug ceused dismay in

-

the British forelgn Office, and even led

syre Crowe, lill's assistant, to suggest that Britain should seize the

reazlistic;

garrison at Mudug let alone
FI R b - . PR 3 : K ~ ] ; R . P
his liking? in any caese, the defeat at Gumburru ruled oub any British

occupation of Mudug; there was no choice but to acguiesce in the Italian

e b . . e I . . )
decision. They had. to content themselves with a declaration in the

House of Commons that 'we have not recelved all the assistance from Italy

-
we had hoped or had reason to anticipate, in relation to Mudug....')

Jith thelr Somaliland policy so evidently in disarray the Government
came under heavy attack in the Commons on 30 April 13903, Campbell- -

the Liberal leader, had pressed for a devate and his pariy

gccused the Conservatives of mismenagementi and of taking the offensive
too readily. Irom the Government backbenches came suggzgestions that the

-
@

25 Apr. 1903, on Bertie
minute by Hill, n.d., on S.N.0. 4d
03, enclosed in Admiralty to F.0.,

5

ne, n.d., on Rodd tel. to Lansdowne,

o
ot
o

-
by bl I3 S

=
) a
(0] 9 ax 5 £,
5. 480, speech by Cempbell-Bannerman, 27 Apr. 1903.



Sayyid nad been treated too leniently. Cranborne replied that such
SXUCululonS, howovcr regrettable, were part of the inevitable burden of

empire, and that Liberal governments which had made

iy
wn
< P
o
of
D
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5

Somalis were equelly responsible. Brodriclk, the secretary o

£

than could have bcen hoped. Asquith and The Times found it hard to share

this optimism, whilé Lloyd George accused Brodrick of trifling with
parliament: 'We had sustained a severe reverse, retreated 122 miles,
and abandoned our stores; and yet the govcrnmelu had accomplished more
than they had @nticipated.' Noneﬁheless, the Liberals were pleased'by
Brodrick's vexry firm declaration of future policy:

'we have no intention of adxlllstoring'thm country in which

we now are, or, as far as I can predict, of atlfempliing to
holg the country. Our policy is to koop the cosst line an

:
Ty

to maintein our protection of the tribes.... But we sre not
going to send a large fresh expedition to pursue the Mullah....'

c)

]
ER

Such a course was due to the fact that the situation was far more

¢ifficult then Brodrick acmitted. - The Italians, stung by the criticism

of the Commons, told Lansdowne that Manning's expedition had only made
"

mavters worse.  Bal
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e king that the position was

oxxj? 96%-1012, speeches by iobhouse, Cranborne, sead,
Brodrick, DlLion, Asguith and Lioyd-George, 50 Apx..
1 May 1)05, leadexn. :

20

2. i 2/61Y,  Lensdowne to f“£u¢c, no. 59 Africa, & May 1903.
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WES

jenning L tne Yar Office
recommended that he should withdraw fto Bonotleh. It was undignified,
h i - e T 4' o oy Y P
oun Lie orcer was senv 1o Mamning on 5 May ' and Brodrick reassured ihe

"We nave no intention of withdrewing from the announcement

A
of the policy made to the Liouse.‘b
here was considerable fear of further disastors. Lord Roberts
particularly warned Manning against employing small detachments a gainst

A

I, g o 7
such ‘a fanatical enemy!'! In response to yuDllC pressure’ Mamning wa

o]

-

ordered to file his ammunition to give it greater stopping power against

. ) 8 v
'Tanatical rushes.' This was contrary both io prev1ouo D0110y9 and to

-

the llague conveniion of 1899, bul only Dillon, an Irish M.P., raised his

. . . P e . 10 . ) .
voice agalinst the use of bullets that tore to pieces: As Manning's force

i CAB 41/28/7, Balfour to I1, 5 May 1503.
2. V.0, 106/2%6/v, %5 & 38, . to Rochfort, 26 Apr. 1903%, and
A 7~
nning tel. to W.0., 26
i

3. W.C. Lob/zjo/v, 39, Man
!

to . d
i, W, 0. 106/256/V, 42, W.0. Man q1n., 5 May 1903; ¥.0. 2/815,
i n.d Harringuon tel. {o Lansdowne, no. %,

5. 1903, cxxid, 921-3,
5. C.-in-C. tel. to Van
7. 1903, e fay 1
and 'Noxm'; | : 3

, Question by Lee, 27 Apr. 1

Apr. 1903%,
3, » 45, ¥W.G. tel. to Manning, % June 1903.
9. 9, I.0. to Aden 031ucnu, 26 Dec. 1502. ’
10, eries, 1903, cxxi, 963-1012, speech by Dillon,




M
—~J
O\

was o be statiloned at Boliotleh preparations were made Lo vore permancny

N t
the route from Berbera ™ and to improve telegraphic

s N A 2
COMunNLCatlions 1n tie Dr y e,

for experiments with a Marconi
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. 4 r -
wireless system had not proved s&tlsfactoryf The cruciel problem

nowever, was that of transport. 24 tons of supplies would be needed
deily at Bohotleh, yet the supply of transport camels was absolutely

) o ebe :/lf R . [ b I R S G 5 A I 3 - - 4%
exhausted. 1% was suggested that the solution favoured by Curzon on ihe

O

Horth-vest Frontier in India should be copied? and that a light railway

or tramline be laid on the rough road that had been cleared through to

N

4 6 . . . N R
Borrotleh, fn engineer was sent to see whether this would De rracticable

. f . - o | .8
and in the meantime 2,000 exira camels were ordered from Aden and India.

7
[

A ~

A T E 3
L del

cnsive policy had been forced upon the Government because the

offensive had feiled, bul it would not be easy to defend the protectorate

against a nostile end victorious Sayyid. Between April and June 1903
1. W.0. 106/236/vi, 11, Mej. S.L. Cra'ster, R.&., bo
2. W.0. 106/2%6/vii, 5, ¥.0. tel. to Swann, 6 June 1
5. War Office, Officisl T 147, di, 484,
21, staffl diary entry, 1903%; Hansard, 4th serie
cxxi, 947, answer by Brodrick, 30 Apr. 1903,
4. W.0. 106/236/vii, 6, Marning tel. o W.0., 9 June
Cordezux 1. to Lansdowne, 2 T 905%.
5. Davies, T of the 2y, pp. 99-115,
5. #.0. 2/815, Herrington Hel. tly private, 2 May 1903%;
memo. b My 1903% 8, Bwann tel. to ¥W.0.,
3 r 19 es, 17 J
7. #.0. 2/8 v Hill, 1.0. 106/236/vi, 10, ¥.0.
te to Cordeaux, 5 Mey 190%
€. -W.0. 106/236/vi, 9 & 29, journal entry for 15 May 1903 and W.0.
tel. to Manning, 10 June 19
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the Government sericusly considered negotiating with him through
v [= o [

mediation of an extraordinary.dungarian adventurer named Xarl Inger, o,

v m [ L B PR At ST AA T e G min T Temeemen Adecdaa T i M ;e vrers o
a5 he preferred to be called, Emir Suleiman Ibn Inger sbdullan. frne men
oA A T el | S - T Ty S RSP ! frae m Maralsy Ty TRC
had & colouxriul history. Tarly in life he became & Muslim. In 1896

vy by e A edn ol Sl Tt Tl o Ao eby T 4 eyeer
by bhe Britvtisi &t dUakin, dressed in dervign uniloinm, on

o]
i e wremar o Oy ey Min s memet oo Pemn U omadd hod heim
LS way uo a Umdurnen. Uhe nex' year Ken ell Rodd bad him
o

N

tarned back from entering Etniopias Tn 1698 he turned up at the head of

s 'scientific expedition' near Zeila, but the British authorities would

not allow him to enter the protectorate he cleimed to be

overnment and others in a
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scheme for developing trade with Somaliland the Government dismissed him

a e ‘ 6 A - 4 o N - I ~ T 2 oyt KN LA Ta N ]
as o liar. As soon as the Sayyid begen his rising in 1899, Inger, who

a

-~

Y oY fd! T { 3
was one of nis 'Sheikbs': an

Q.
o
<

the start of the second expedition in 1902 he wrote from Port Said,

repeating an earlier plea to avoid military action against the Sayyid and

A ¥, Brockett,

0
[
o}

er Ipiscde!, to be
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2. dullanh',
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22 Aug. .1898.
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offering to meke peace himself Both Sadler and Cordeaux believed that
nzer was in some way implicated in the Bayyid's rising, which only

increased the Government's de

i

Sy P
CerTina v1on

et

protectorate. nen the news of frego was recelved, Inger claimed

-

responsibility for Swayne's defeat, saying that the Ssyyid had learnt

to fight accoxding to the Austro-llungarian art of J”“'§ and during the
D marli ot - A “J et T I avd
sarly stages of Manning's expedition he wrote to both Brodrick and

4

Chamberlain, offering to maeke peace between Britain and the Sayyid:

slrongely, Inger's g isbence and his Foenlastic claims eventually

persuaded Sir Clement HILll that 1t might be possible to make use ol himj

while the combined effect of Gumburyu, Daratoleh and the Italian declsion
not o occupy Mudug, made the ildea atiractive to Cranborne and Lansdowne.

Although COTGGauX and mamﬂlnu disapproved, Lansdowne began cautlous

. . , et - .
negotiations with Inger through the British military attache in Vienna.

Inger repeated his claims, and said thafjhe was senlor to the bayyid in

1. 7.0, 2/617, Inger to consul-general, Somaliland, 27 Apr. 1902,
“;C}OSOC in Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 53, 21 May 1902,

2. ".0. 2/616, Lansdoune to Swayne. no. 7%, 25 Apr. 1902; ¥.0. 2/617,
Cordeaunx to Lansdowne, no. 53, k j 1002

Ed
//&wl, Sir fFrancils
Lansdowne, 25 OCL.
4. #¥.0. 4/0;3, ing i

Chamberlain,

5. .0, 2/7ou, ulll to T

6. #.0. 2/815, Lansdown 1. to Cowrdeaux, no. 10, 1 May 1903.

7. _ F.0. 2/5*9, Cordeaux bel. to Lansdowne, no. 16, 5 May 1903%; ¥W.C.
106/256/vi, 5, Menning to W.0., & May 190%.

8. ».0. "/b'“ minute by Lansdowne, n.d., on memo. by Cranborne,
9 May 190%; D.G.¥M.I. to ¥.0., 11 May 1903; Lansdowne to Plunkett,

z

4 Africe, 12 ¥Fay 1903.
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Selihiva he could order an end to
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c‘
jory
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reasonanie 1o Cranborne, for at least Inger, if he controlled the interi
o~ - ERE L 3 S " 4T - 2 o
wvould have some respect Tor British power, whereas the Sayyid appeared
T R, R e, . — PR o 5.,2 T - ¥ A
sublimely unaware of fthe true strength of his enemies. Lansdowne, Lord

persuade the Cabinet that there was a chance of making veace through

experience of both Inger and dervishism and could sav how the scheme -
fin ; O

would affect British prestige in the Muslim world. Cranborne explained
<

vhe facts To Cromer: the Cabinet were in a dilemma; they were 'utterly

o . . 4

sick of the Somall War' and

Ead

had refused to pay for further offensive

-

operations, yel & defensive scheme promised to be egually expensive;

T the best a@ent?

(k3

+

egotiations seemed the only solution and Ix

©.0. 2/815, Plunkett tel. to Lansdown
e o

Flunkett to Lansdowne, no. 2 Alr
and no. 5 Africa, 22

. .0 mimates by Lansdowne, n.d.
FPlunkett tel. to Lansdowne, no. 1 Afri
Hill, n.d., on Plunkett to Lensdoune,
loose minute i i to Cranbo
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Desvite a deep~rooted distrust of Imger” Cromer sought the advice of

’

Wingate, the governor-general of the Sudan, and Slatin, his inspector-
general. Both men advised against the scheme, considering Ingexr ©o be

a despicadble adventurer whose conversion to Islam was far too recent 1o

give him any authority over the Sayyld. Cromer agreed, snd poin b
the Sayyld the weak points in the British
military position. e also feared that negotiations would weaken the
beliel which
that, althoush we may blunder and
incur T at the commencement of a war, we
always end by being victoriocus.'
In Ethiopia, especially, he feared that British prestige would suffer
if- the impression of 'lrresistibility' were refuted. Together with
Wingate he urged the Government to resume the offensive and finish 'the
vusiness by one decisive blow, . s.a! Thereafter, perhaps, contact might

1 [y

be made with .the Sayyid, not through Inger, but through some relisble
~ 2

In face of such objections Lansdowne had Lo drop his

vlans for using Inger, who was told that his services were 0ot required?

)

. g

te worked on the idea of sending two influential Sudanese

., followed by Slatin who would

to persuade the Bayyild to make peace
conduct negotiations with the Sayyid. But events in Somaliland overtook
L. #.0. 2/815, extract from Cromer
2. ©.0. 2/815, Sletin to Wingate, 4
b ) 3
, 4 June ~1903, both enclosed in Cro
also %o be found in F.0. 633/8/35
5. 2/81_5y Lanscowne to Plunkett, no. 8 Africa, 24 June 190%.
4. 2/615, Wingate to Hill, 21 June 1903%. -
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1% met; vae targest engagement had been on 4 april at Burhilli When woey
1

P R = T Teorxro e 7T R ATa) Y e T P S | i P PR A )

claimed to have killed SV0 alleged 'dervishes ' Towards the end of +the

nontlh they b
Geri, the Sayyid's own . sub-clan and his most faithful supporters
the second half of May the rains enadbled them o move north from the

Snibeli towardd the sayyid at Gerlogubi, as the British Government hoped

.
they would? . On "3l May they attac

ced a large concentration of Bah Ceri
.

dervishes sent south by the Sayyid, at Jeyd, and followed this up by

o . Y : . g
unding countryside? The Bah Geri casualties

<

theroughly scouring the surr

E R -

were very severe (the stnioplans claimed .to have killed over l,OOO} and

7 7 R o

. 1 1 YL s e . s s K3 . T T s 4 .
it was clear that the Ethiopians were eifectively blocking any southward

s

move by the Sa Once agein, thev had fulfilled the role assigned
) 2 N

’

to them, end they fell back on the Shibeli for water and grain

6/v, 6, Cordeaux tel. <o W.0., 18 May 1903.
6/v, 44, entry in Rochfori's di Ty, 27 Apr. 190%; V.0.

106/236/vi, 10, Rochfort to W.0., 4 ¥ay 1903

3. [.0. 106/2% i ; g journ ries for 24 Msy 190% and

e ¢ 3
4, June 1903 and journal
5. b1 0., 15035 F.0. 2/815,
g Rochfoxt to Altham, 19 June 1903, copy.

6. W.G. 106/256/Viii 7 & 19, extract from Rochfort's staff diary,
1l June 190%, and Rochfort tel. to Manning, 14 June 1903; War
Cifice, Official Hisvory..., i, 181-4.




movement by the Sayyid had

Bthioplan victory at Jeyd; instead the S

line of retreatl near Domo and to
Togal Valley where they could replenish th
ports? The move was conducted with great
by surprise; the Sayyild was back in their

. 4

at Bohotleh were Loo wealk to at ach bin,
proppect of several lhousand dervishes bet
1,550 men.

about Manning'ts posi

presg and parliament” and Balfour, who was
Cabinet commitiee to discuss the problem.

been stopped short

ayyid turned north, crossed

and took

bul their

More serioug still was

ween Bohotleh

tion was being voiced by

very uneasy, called

a

special

the British

forces

the

and Manning'

—
both

They ordered 600 reinforcements

. 106/2%6/vii, 4, distribution st
ﬂ‘bOJ-_tO F.O., 4 June 1903.
2. .G, :/81“, ¥ ng to Hill, 22 May
5 r~ / o -
3. W.O U)/LjO/V_Ll, T, 8 & 13,

190%; extracits from staff di
190%; intelligence O;LlCuL, Bohotleh,

4. W.0. 706/O§Q/V1L7 11 & 47, eﬂu*qu £
and Menning to W.0., 29 June 1503.

5. ¢ Pall ¥all Gazette, 15 June 1903; 51
940, question by Norton, 15 June 190

6. CAB 41/28/11, Balfour to Zdward VII,

4 June 190% and

Swerin tel. to W.0., 11 June 1903 &

aries, 11 June 190% & 12
to Cordeaux, 11 June

rom staff diary, 1% Jun

Jux
190
e 1

ne

5.
903,

\)I

Hensard, 4th series, 1903, exxiii,
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1o be Seﬁt immediately from Adeul decided that all future &nm@nlﬁio;(to
pe used in Somaliland 5ﬁﬁu1d be oi

telegraphed to ¥Malte and Sou

over 1,000 ftroops Lo stend

conmanded by Major-Genersl
experience of Indian frontier warfare; so great was the Government's
sense of urgency that they upsel the Government of India by nominating
7
gerton without first consuliing them.  Alarmist opinions centinued to
o
appear the pressﬁ leading to further concern in parliament. The
Government stated that there was no reason to worry, bubt in private they
pelieved that Manning and Cobbe were probably cut off? In such a situat
any idea of negotiating with the Sayyid throuzh Sudanese agents was out of
the guestion; the policy of the to rescue Manning belore
1. Y. O /viis 21, T.0. tel. to Aden resident, 17 June 1903,
2. V.0 v, 45, W.0. %o I.0., 19 June 1903; W.O. 106/2%6/viii,
47, entry for 22 July 1903, '
5. .0 ii, 22, ¥W.0. to G.0.C. Malta, 15 June 1903; W.0. to
¢.0 Africa, 17 June 1903.
4. .0 3 1e and I1.0.
tel
Mas “m"to“, 5.5.0., X.C.B.{later G.C.B.),
toria and Edward VII; 1867 1902, on
, commanded Indian contingent in Sudan;
Field Force; 1904-7, commnanding troops,
907, retired from army; 1917, field-
ek Council of Indis.
5. WL C 20, i v tel. to I.0., 17 June 190%; I.0. tel.
t e 1903%.
7. 17 June 1903 and 18 June LjOj
g. series, 1903, cxxiii, 1301, 1504-6, questions by
house. and Worton, answerg by Brodrick, 18 June 1903.
9. 236/vii, 26 & 27, W.0. tel® to Lord Kitchener (C.-in-C.
June .1903; I.0. tel. to Viceroy, 19 June 1903%.
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By 21 June they kmew that FManning was approching Domo, butb

onetheless they decided to send reinforcements 'in case of accidents’
and 'as ihere scemed a chance of operations assuming more formidable

L. 2 . , . ; . - . el
proportions....'; Dgerton and a thousand men were ordered ixrom Tndia?
e . @ q <4‘ 9 . 2 . Iy N
His appointment was generally welcomed’ although Punch reported thati the
Jor Office was busy arranging for relays of generals fto rescue one

5

AT ) - L -
anotnexr LPEeLs AT was rea

In the newsp

Wanning's expedition had been to drive

British protectorate and that 'all
appears now to have been effected in a
bluwc was attributed to the Government

lised that the net result of

the Sayyid out of Mudug into the

progress of the last six months...
backward direciicn'; but the
for giving Manning too few men.

coo . . . s e s . 7
On 26 June Menning brought his men into Bohotleh without incident’
and eight days later the last garrison outside the British protectorate,
i ~ ) 4 8 T s : (. - 4 2 LY : 7
at Domo, was also brought in. Manning optimistically reported that the
1. Dy Creriborne, 19 June 1903, and Lensdowne, n.d.,
, L7 June 1903,
2. r to mdward VII, 23% June 1503.
3. , L.0. tel. to Viceroy, 21 June 19G3.
4. 2 June 1903.
5.
«
6. ne 190%, leader; Pall Mall Gazettie, 22 June 1903
7. , Menming tel. to W.0., 26 June 1903.
g. , Mayming tel. to W.0., 3 July 1903,
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pesT derenslive mMeasures Nis immediate recommendation was for s

ming and Cordesux  both of whom advecated an inmediste advance

vo finish off the Sayyid who was believed 4o be in

ton, however, came up with two alternative

policies which he put to the Government; either a larg

through italisn terxritory, with Ethioplan co-operation, to kill or

_.‘
i

capture the Sayyid; or a big military occupation of the protectorate

h coupled with eifective administration of the Dolbohanta to keep the
Sayyid outside British territory; each course required. considerable

; .
reinforcements and improved communications% he Government liked

wlternative; ! they had no intention of keeping & large permsnent

=)
&
o]
o
ot
&
o
D
B
gA

garrison in Somaliland and no desire to occupy Bohotleh and administer

strike in the
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guick, relativels

<
o,
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to deliver the coup de wwoce before the Sayyid could recover from

the last caempaign. ney asked Igerton to Dlan a smaller expedition
Wi T ~aanE gl ran o and assured the Hous £ AT O S Tt
WLt TnRe 1r \)Opo aglre OLQJ &Va,.J.J.cuD.LO ands asgsurea vae rouse o1 COLJﬂ 108 —L)_ e
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e o T St e At avan of tmdertaled ne ant
LA was "no antention wihatever o1 "u_u\,;e”"ud&‘,l.;i enlvey uI‘ >€S nvolvin Y

1
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nrerton, however, was o major-general and he was not golng to conduct

e ey o Ty cen 0 e weve e Samad adad an dlhe nomaoen
rations o a brigadier's scale. He dnsisted on the necess

A i I Sdeiw e . "y sy O R« R P - R 1 -~
reinforcements and many more camels from India and put in such &

st of reguirements, ranging Ifrom printing equipment and an ice mna hine
7 (] (o]

o N T DT ~ exye - =y EaEa - Ty A A 7 s e 3 A S Pt
< to sweepers and staff officers, that the Foreign Office wondered ne did
£ 2 [y
‘ L onaly Pee s s - o g a 2
not ask for a sectil il ' battle—-ships.

tion of Woolwich Arsenal and a Tleeft of

4% this rate the Covermment would be spending over £li million before the

[}

S ~

ar was endedj and they were only prepared to agree if Egerton gusranteed

W

$o capture or kill the Sayyid, or permanently shatier his power. Igerton

could not give such a guarantee but he thought his large-scale opera ations

primary object should be to expel the -

Ssyyid completely from Dolbohanta country and then to occupy the
. Dolhonanta in such fowrce cna he could never return. In fact, they were

. R TR T S T S T I, T
Coulng UAsT LIrAtaln snould eXT cend a ml_z._l.ta_i_j, anc Lé

CfAV 1140~
20 Jul

chereon by Cxrowe
- r L ¥aY 7 P

3. V.0, *VC/Z /I$Ll, 45, V0.
4. ¥.0. 106/23%6/viii, 44, W.0.
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large rorce; wood or cosl-burning lorries, petrol lorries, traction

and o railway to Bohotleh were all considered, and rejected
N s g
s ungulitable’ The only practical solution was to improve the

-

rely on ekkas, mule-wagons and camel-caris,

jn
o

Berbera~Bohotlen road
. [ s ST, - i 2 - -
nene of which was entirely satisfa uory Lccordingly, Indian sappers,

iiners and 'coolies' and local labourers were pubt o work on the road,

repairing 1t, metalling sections and building a new route 'over Sneikh
] , " \
pass’ At Berbera, the landing facilities were extended to cope with all

the supplies, a tramway was laid along the pler, and the town was

. W e ; P 4
transiormed with stacks of food, strings of camels and Wa.gons . in

addition, 16 garrisons were established along the road between Berbera

and Bonotleh, at approximately 15 mile intervals, .and for most of them

2

defensive works and water Su7§1ie“ were constructed?

Tiie Govermment's decision that Somall levies should be used rather

L. .0, , Cordeaux tel. to Lensdowne, no. 22, 12 June 1%0%; W.O.
106/2% L, 47 & 50, yox tels. to W.0., 23 July 1903 and
, 28 Jul : W.0. 106/2 x Inspector-General of
Porti ions to Lgerton, 19'%ug 1903 and Bgerton to Inspector—
General of fFortifications, 14 Sept. 1903%. 7
2. 0. 2/802, n0. by Hill, 25 Junme 1903; W.0. 106/236/x, 19,
Journal entry for 12 Sept. 1903; War O0ffice, Official Historv...,

ii, 490-511.
3. W.0. 106/256/v;ii, 58, 1.0. tel. to Viceroy, 6 fug. 1903; W.O.
106,236 /4%, Bgerton to W.0., 5 Aug. 905; W.0. 106/23%6/x1,

NN

RS ), Journal enurlos for 1 Uct. 1903 and 4 Oct. 1903,

4. W.G. /290/1x, 15, journsl entry for 6 Aug. 1903; ¥.0. 2/816, .
J. ?Llru {(2nad secretary, UILULSI co nsulate—general, Addis Ababa) to
Herrington, 28 Oct. 190%, enclosed in lavrington to Maxwell,

‘2% Nov. 190%. i
5. W.0. 106/2%6/viii, 4%, journal entry for 21 July 190%; W.O.

H
1uc/250/x 20, journal entry for 14 Sept. 1903; 'War Office,
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than additioned troops from overseas, wWas

venaviour of the Somali soldiers at Eregzo had created &

that they were unreliable, and only Swayne still believed in the men who:

11led them znd foilowed’
fi snd e

J a
me in two years' hard marching and fighting a
; , )

to be shot down whilst doing so.'!

) 3 "

But during Menning's expedition the remnant of 6 K.A.R. had rendersd
such excellent service, especially at Daratoleh, thalt on Manning's
suggestion their number was doubled to BOO? In addition to this, the
now gave lgerton permission to raise anovher 1,000 Somall

T . N . e T e aan :
levies. These were recruilted from the Ishaak, Dolbohantva and CGadabursi
and by 9 Novémber they had been orgahised into two corps of 500 men each,
called the Tribael Horse and the Gadabursi Horse; their uniform was a

P
. . n e . . . : oo
length of red cloth. . At the same time, advantage was ltaken of an offer
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ian territory south of the protectorate

1

to co-operate against the Sayyid's followers in that area and two British,

Pt

officers were.sent to advise them. They were not to be given arms, but

at the very least 1t was hoped that they would not now raid the Ishaak
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Tnevitably =1l this preparabtion took time. There had been an initial
delay while Dgerton and the Government argued about the scale of the

. . N 2 R
operations, a delay which prompted questions in the Commons and led

Punch o report that 'a Royal Commission is to be appointed to find out

%

1

| Vs AN . 4 . o . . N
who (if snybody) is conducting the Somali War.' Once the policy had
been dictated to Egerton by the Government Ln mid-August his massive
preparations caused further delay and his date for advancing had to be

- s . . . L S o -
postponed from mid-October to 8 November. This meant that the Sayyid
nad been left undisturbed for nearly five months since crossing back into
the protectorate. The British had meintained a small mobile force at
£l DabD vut the Sayyid was more than 100 miles to their east, in the

P
- o} - N .
Halin-Adadero-Kellis area of the Nogal Valley. Here, he had ample time

o Tecover, and all hope of catching him disorganised end weak was doomed.

1. J.0. 106/236/%, 26 & 36, journal entry for 18 Sept. 1903 an
29 Sept. 19035 wW.C. 106/256 *%i, 31, BEgerton tel. to W.0., 24 Oct.
0. 2/ orton tel. to W.0., 4 Oct. 1903, enclosed in

T.6.M.I. to #.0., 7 Oct. 1903.
CKX

2. Hensard, 4th series, 1903, oxxxvi, 69~70, guestion by Dillon,
23 July 1903; ibid., cxxvii, 668, question by Dillon, 10 Aug. 1903,
3 Punch, 26 Aug. _L‘jO) ‘
4. W.0. 100/256/x, 27, Egerton tel. to W.0., 19 Sept. 1903; W.0O.
106/236/xi, 32, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 25 Uct. 1903,
5. .0, 106/236/viii, 60, journal entry for 51 July 1903%; W.O-

LO@/Z}O/AJ, ;4, Joux ﬂal entry for 8 Oct. 1903.

6. W.0. 106/236/viii, 29, journal entry for 12 July 19055 W. 0.
106/2%6/x%, 24, intelligence report, 20 Oct. 1903, W.0. 106/236/xii,
6, journal entry for 4 Nov. 1903.



He replenished his arms supply from the northern Mijertein coast until,
1
i Y bl o AT N N Yy Sy AT Y el T . A " R T ot oy oy e . 3
at the lowest estimate, he had 2,000 riiles, and he built up his shattered

following until in early October one intelligence report put his followers

at over 38,000 of whom nearly 22,000 were Dolbohanta% Such figures

able to recover fqlly since June. As‘an illustration of this, it was
discovered in early September that 600 dervishes had established
themselves in three strong forts near Illig where the Nogal meets the sea.
This gave the Sayyid a landing place under his direct control. An
ITtalian warship which tried to‘investigate in October was met by heavy
fire and reporited that the forts could only be taken by an armed landing.
The Sayyid was also raiding towards Obbia and terrifying Ali Yusuf the
new sultan, launéning raids againstvthe north~east of the British

arotectorate? and keeping a careful watch on the British positions through

4

(I s N C e S5 T - . :
his ilalos (scouts) at Domo and in the Nogal. LDexrvish moral was
jay
5 ‘(J

cbviously high” and by early November it seemed likely that the Sayyid was

. - : 6
planning a move back into the southern Haud.

1. - ¥.0. 106/236/viii, 49, 5.8.0. Aden to Admiralty, 23 July 190%; 4.0,
106/236/x, 24, intelligence report, 18 Sept. 1903%.

2. W.0. 106/236/xi, 12, intelligence report, 7 Oct. 1903.

z, F.0. 2/816, Bertie tels. to Lansdowne, no. 30 Africa, % Oct. 1903
and no. 32 Africa, 25 Oct. 1903; Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 112,
7 Oct. 1903; §.N.0. Aden tel. to Admiralty, 24 Oct. 1903, enclosed

in Admirelty to P.O., 24 Oct. 1903, "

4. W.0. 106/236/xi, 23, journal entry for 19 Oct. 190%; 1.0.
106/2%6/xi1, 6, intelligence weport, 4 Nov. 1903.

5. W.0. 106/236/%, 24, intelligence report, 18 Seps. 1903,

6. W.0. 106/2%6/%xii, ©, intelligence report, 7 Hov. 1903.
2 [} 3 She 9
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ast thing erton wanted, Lor he belicved the only way

‘

bo bring the Sayyid to action was to hém him up north; he had, however,

s

snticipated thal he might try to break south and he winted the Ethiopiansg

to advance towards Mudug for he was sure that if, there was the

thiopian troops south of the Haud the wayyid would stay

north’ The British Government had realised that Biu iopian co~operation

would be useful although they distrusted Gthiopian methods, and, until
they received news of the battle of Jeyd, considered that they had been
ineffective. Vevertheless, they were preparved to grant a subsidy to the

. s : : - N 2
lithiopians in the hope that it would improve their effectiveness® The

news of the Ethiopian success at Jeyd removed their hesitations” and

ar . N : . N a4 .
lenelik was asked to co-operate once more against the &ayyldf Menelik

N

was only too willing” provided ﬁrl‘ain gave him water-containers for his

trocps. Colonel Zochfort, who had accompanied the niopilan force in the

the Government should

Laut ce !“\)cx.LUAls [2A4te

~

provide 1,000 water tanks and In return they wented Menelik

1. .00 106/256 /%, 19, 27 & 5 : LO“ to C.-in~-C., private, 14 Sept.
. 1903, e el to W.0., i) pt. 1903 and 2% Sept. 1903,
2. W.0. 166/2%5/vii, 25, W.0. tel. to fdocinfort, 17 June 1903%; F.0.

2/615, Cromer tel. to Harri ngton, no. 20, 26 June 190%, enclosed in
Cromer to Lansdowne, no. 7 Africa, 26 June 190%; minute by Hill,
n.d., on D.G.M.I. to ¥.0., 10 July 1903,
3. . CAB 41/28/14, Bulfour to Ddward VII, 14 July 190%; #.0. 2/815, W.0.
tel. to Aochiort, 17 Ju¢y 1903, copy.

4. #.0. 2/815, Lansdowne tel. %o Cromer, no. 27, 1u July 1903.
5. 7.0, Z/OL) Cromer tcl. to Lansdowne, no. 3 Africa, 18 July 19C%;
0. 2/olb. “bkLlhx cn tel. to Crowe, l4 Sept. 1903.

. ¥
6. #.0. 2/815, >k (&ssistant British agent, Addis Ababa) to
Larsdovnc G035,
7. 7.0. 2/815, to Altnam, 8 July 190%, enclosed in Aibhum to
ELWL, 27 Juls 5 W0, Luu/gjo/viii, 20, kochiort tel. to W.0.,

30 July 1903%.




wo send 4,000 men to Wardere eni to send some of them on to Gallad% The
Jer Office offered Menelik 1,000 comel tanks and {10, OOO He zgreed to

5

send the troops bubt asked for an extra £5,000 for transporﬁ and supplies?
By this time £5,000 was but a drop in the bucket to the British

‘ . . . 4
covernment; it was readily given” and another £5,000 was also provided -

-
for Rochiort's use should he need it to spur on the troops? The £15,000
glven to Jenelik scemed to have been wisely spent for many of Ras
Hakomnen's soldicrs were demoralised by the rigours and lack of plunder

6
on the previous expedition, but on this occasidn Menelik dis trlbubed
£5,000 among them at the outset, by way of inducement, agreced to provide
each soldier with a horse or -mule instead of making him provide his own,
and, for the first time in Bthiopian history, arranged for regular mations

of grain and water for the troops

o

The DBritish also agreed to provide

w

when they reached Gallad  and sent medical supplies

1. 59, Mgerton tel. to W.0., 21 Aug. 190%; 4.0,
. sgerton tel. to w O., 1 Sept. 1903,
2. 4%, W.0. tel. to JNerton, 28 Aug. 1903; #.0.
F.0., 11 Sept. 190%; Lansdowne tei. to Clerk,
Db 1;03.
% P.0. 2/816, Clerk tel. to Lansdowne, no. 9, 20 Sept. 1903, -
4 PO, 9/810, minutes on above by Crowe, 23 Sept. 1903, Lansdowne,
N

n.d., and Harrington, n.d.; W.0. to ¥.0O., 3 OCU- 1903; w.0.
100/256/}1, 11, journmal entry for 27 Oct. 1903.
F.0. 2/816, Harrington to Uill, private, 20 Oct. 1903; Lansdowne
tel. to Clerk, 25 Oct. 1903, ‘
. P.0. 2/816, Clerk tel. to Lansdowne, no. 7, 5 Sept. 1903. -
.0. 2/816, Clork tel. to Lansdowne, no. 31, 31 Ock. 1903%;
Clbfﬂ to Sanderson, 31 Oct. 1903,
8. W.0. 106/2%8/x%1, 44, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 31 Oct. 1903, W.0.
) tel. to Hgerton, 4 Hov. 1903. .

.
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. - . o oo . 1
‘three doctors, Rochfort and three other officers to aocompaﬁy the force’

Meanwhile, Hgerton's advance in the British protectorate had begun.

Cf bis 7,500 troops, 1,150 were distributed as garrison troops along the

-

and Bohotleh, and another 200 were

. o ‘ - s n 2 A
Hargeisa in the wes? and Las Dureh in the eastS The infantry were
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organised in two brigades, the first under Brigadier-General Manning,
i

composed largely of X.A.R. troops from Bast and Central Africa, and the

second under Brigadier-General C.G.M. Fasken (52nd Sikhs), composed of

Sikhs, Punjabls and British soldiers of the Hampshire ﬁei¢men*) The

mounted troops, about 2,000 strong, were grouped in four corps under -

Lieut.-Col. P.4. Xenna, V.C., and included British, Indian and Somali

founted Infantry, the Bikaner Camel Corps and the Tribval and Gadabursi

o*se% By 9 Hovember 190% Lgerton's force had concentrate ed, with the

1st Brigade at Bonotleh and the remainder at Ber and Kirrit? Eric Swayne,

wilo had recovered and returned as commissioner and congul-general, had

1. 7.0. 2/816, W.0. to F.0., 21 Sept. 1903 and 23 Sept. 1903

Lansdowne tel. to Clexk, no. 15, 23 Sept. 1903, :

2. W.0. lOé/?ﬁé/x* 27, distribution order, 22 Oct. 1903; War Office,
fdcial fdstory. ..., ii, 357, 360.

3. W.0. 706/290/XJ, %6, concentration orders, 26 Oct. 1903%;
Moyse-Bertlett, The Kine's Africen Rifles, p. 184.

4. W.0. ¢06/256/1x, 33, journal en try for 17 Aug. 1903; W.O.
106/236/xi, 16, Hgerton tel. to W.0., 12 Oct. 1903; War Offlce,

Official H;otozy..., ii, 424-5.
5. W.0. 106/236/x1, 52, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 25 Oct. 1903; W.0.
106/2%6/xii, 10, progress report, 9 Wov. 1903. :
6. 0. 2/757, ,ansdomno to Swayne, 31 July 190;, W.0. 106/236/x, 5,
" journal entry for 1 Sept. 1903. C
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co-operation as bgerton was about to wage war on the Sayyid on their

behalf, and on 9 November the Somali Mounted Infantry cpened the campalgn

m

The Bayyid wes still in the eastern Wogal but Bgerton was still anxious

3

to confine him to the north” and to do bthis he gave the impression that

-

he intended to occupy M The Hthioplans were behind schedule and

4

so Bgerton decided to send troops to hold Gallad until they arrived|

Manning and the 1lst Brigade, 1,350 strong, reached Gallad on 15 November?
hey left 400 men there and returned to Bohotleh with some captured sheep
\ N ) , .6 e . . , ;
and camels before the end of the month. At the same time, to further the

false impression that Mudug was his objective, Bgerton arranged for a

ngval demonstragiion at Obbla where Manning's expedition had 1anded7 Some

British and Italian warships anchored off the coast and on 14 November

s

1.. 0. 2/816, proclamation by Swayne, 3 Nov. 1903, enclosed in
Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 150, 10 Nov. 1903%..

2. W.0. 106/236/xii, 9, Egerton tel. to W.0., 14 Wov. 1903.

3. W.0. 106/2%6/xii, 12, 15 & 19, intelligence reports, 11 fov. 1903,
15 Nov., 190% and 17 XNov. 190j

4. [.0. 106/236/%, 19 & 27, Bgerton to C.-in-C., private, 14 Sept.
1905, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 19 Sept. 1903%; F.0. 2/816, Egerton

tel. to W.0., 6 Oct. 190%, copy.

5. W.0. 106/256/xii, 11 & 18, journal entries for 1l Nov. 190% and
15 Nov. 1903; #.0. 2/816, Egerton tel. to W.0., 12 Nov. 190%, copy.
6. W.0. lOO/d)O/Yli, 26 & 28, journal entries for 22 Nov. 1903 and

24 Nov. 1903. ‘
7. W.0. 106/236/x, 27, ‘gfztoa tel. to W.0., 19 Sept. 1903; #.0.
- 2/816, C.-in~C., #ast Indies tel. to Admiralty, no. 23, 2 Oct. 1903,
enclosed in Admiralty to F.O., 5 Oct. 1903, ‘



.

were made about the possibility of landing a force at

ALL Yusuf, the new sultan, was willing to assist the British
also to stop the Sayyid moving

(talian encourazement, he

vy in Decen

satisfied that there were sufficient British and

Obbian troops at Mudug to stop the Sayyid breaking south. He did not

erton was still not

£

wvant to strike

-

1t the Sayyid in the H

]

ocgal until the Ethiopians were near

fudug, yet he was beginning to doubt whether it was worth wailting for
59 ./ <o L wl

4

their 'problematical and certainly tardy co-operation.... Great

difficulty had been experienced in getting the Ethiopian force on the
move. There was, apparentily, friction between Menelik and Ras MakonnenS
and despite the £15,000 subsidy none of the transport animals promised by

Menelik were forthcoming. Everything therefore depended on Makonnen.

recommended offering him several thousand pounds to

.

'»/X'i, 4 & 17, journal entries for 1 Xov. 1903 and

3.

6/xii, 15, journal entry for 14 Nov. 190%; F.0. 2/816,

; W.0., 14 Hov. 1903, copy.

3, 7.0, 2/816, S.0.0. Aden tel. to Admiralty, 26 Hov. 1903, copy;
Langdowne o Bertie, no. 164, 16 Dec. 190%; W.0. 106/236/xiii,
1%, 19 & 29, journal entry for 12 Dec. 1903, fgerton tel. to W.0.,
17 Dec. 190% and $5.W.0. iAden to Admiralty, 22 December 1903.

4. W.0. 106/236/x%ii, 29, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 29 Nov. 1903; F.0.
2/816, sgerton tel. to C.-in~C., 2 Dec. 1903, copy.

5. #.0. 2/816, Rochfort to iltham, 26 Nov. 1903, copy.




N

tgresse the wheels',” and the Governmenti promised another £2,500
L . . . N, ; et 2

(reising the total amount allocazied for the Ethiopian force to £22,500)
Y HA

b0 pay Makonren by results, on the basis that he would reccive his money

if his troops resched ccriain points by certain fixed dates This
bribery wes not regquired, for suddenly Makonnen began to exert himself,
appointed a commander, collected supplies and egulpped the troops as well

; s r P s e - N +
as he could? On 5 December the force of 5,000 men left their base

o3
usu\

outside Harar, without any of Menelik's promised transport animals

days la tel a few pitiful camols. sent oy Menelik, axrrived at Harar, tooc

1

late to be of much help.

Rochfort hoped that the Ethiopians would reach Wardere about

9

_8 X X \ .
28 December 190 and Egerton took heart? But their hopes were soon
(&

dashed. Hangers—on increased the size of the Ethiopian force to 10,000

i, to Harrington, 28 Oct. 1903, enclosed in
: 1, 2% HNov. 1903%; Lgerton tel. to W.0., 2 Dec.
, 1905, C/py, h.u. 106/236/xii, 31, Terton tel. to W.0., 4 Dec.190%.
2. W.0. 106/236/x144, 14, w.0. to Treasury, 12 Dec. 1903%.
3, .0, 2/&16, W.0. tel. to Rochfcet, 1 Dec. 190%, copy.
4. 0. ”OQ, Rochfort tel. to W.O0., no. 91, 17 Apr. 1904, copy.

.0, v/ L6, Hochlort tel. to [.0., no. 54, 4 Nov. 190%; Rochfort
tel. Lo w.o., no. 64, 26 Nov. 1903, copy; Baird to Cromer, 1 Dec.
190%, enclosed in Ltomer to Sanderson, 19 Dec. 1903; W.0.106/2%6/xii,
T, extracts from Rochfort's staff diarvy, 4 Nov. 190% and 5 Nov.

6. 1.0, 2/816, Rochfort to Altham, 26 Nov. 1903, copy; W.0.106/256/xii,
: 28, Rochfort tel. to W.0., 24 Nov. 1903; w.0. 106/236/xiii, 6,
journal entry, 3 Dec. 1903,

[\t

7. W.0. 106/2%6/xiid, 26, extract from Rochfort's staff diary,
19 Pec. 1903%. - :
8. #.0. 2/816, Rochfort tel. o W.0., no. 66, 1 Dec. 1903, copy.
9. W.0. 106/2%6/xii, 31, on tel. to W.0., 6 Dec. 1903,
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men” and as they made thelr way into the Ogaden those in front began to
’ T e 7 g - S e gy g . . b T -x2 -
urxnh the wellg dry, leaving nothing for those benhind. Discontent and
indiscipline spread, laclk ol transport slowed down the advance and by
21l December Rochlort was telling BLgertbon not to rely on Wthioplan

.
co~operationf Eventually, on 14 Januvary 1904, the advance guard reached

Hardareé but the main force got no further than Gerlogubl whére they were
rejoined by uhG advance guard on ﬁl‘January? chortage of supplies
forced them back to Gorrakel where they hung on, serving litile useful
purpose, seizing young womern from the Jgaden and handing them back on the
basgls of one woman for a rifle, until Makonnen's supplies stopped coming
U T O R e . ! T e - ITe 0y f 16 ' : . 4
and they had to move back towards Harar on 28 March. It is impossible
to say whether their presence deterred the Sayyid from moving south, but

as v began to return to Harar they heard that British operations in the

icn was no _LOII exr

H
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H
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Nogal had forced the Sayyild north. . Thei

necessa ry( The British Covernment thanked Menelik for his -loyal

co-operabion although Lansdowne refused to describve 1t as "voluable

1. V.0, 106/2%6/xidd, 22, extract from Ruchfort's stall diary,
17 \cc 16075, ' .
2. 2/816, Rochfo tel. to W.0., 10 Dec. 19 U), copy; V.0,

b
S - Ny . . ~ - " o .
106/2)6'2 ii, 16, 22 & 24, extracts from Rochfort's staff diary,
15 Dec. 1903 and 18 Dec. 19035, Rochfort to Bgerton, 17 Dec. 1903%;
JW. Jennings and C. Addison, With the Abyssginians in Somoliland
(London, 1905), p. 126.

s
k

3. W.0. 106/236/xiii, 12, Rochfort tel. to Egerton, 21 Dec. 1903.
4, #.0. 2/907, Rochfort tel. to Igerion, no. 77, 14 Jan. 1904, enclosed
in Intelligence Officer, Bohotleh, tel. to ¥.0., 18 Jan. 1904, cop
S .0, 2/9073 Rochfoxrt to W.0., 26 Jdl’l. 1904 and 29 Jan. 1904y éoplegy

ﬁockf ot tel. to W.0., no. 81, %1 Jan. 1904, copy.

T.0. 2/907, Rochlort tel. 4o h.O., 22 Peb. 1904, copy; Rochfort
Eo Altham, 29 i'cb. 1904, copy; tochfort tel., to M.G.,’no, 86

2y Fer. 1904, copy. » ,
I W.G. lOn/zgo/ xvi, 16, Igerton tel. to Rochfor » 4 Apr. 1904,
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ssistance ' and Makomnen was offered £4,000 as o reward for his genuine

Phroughout November and December 190% Dgerton refrained from action,

.

¢

hoping that the Hthiopians would reach Mudug, although he moved the

mounted troops and the 2nd Brigade east to El Dab ready to attack’ down
7

the NOgal? Similarly, the Sayyid observed Ramadan by remaining near

f o
Adaderoé althouzh he was faced with a serious shortage of food and grazincf

Tn order %o keep the Sayyid in the Nogal, Bgerton tried to encourage false
hopes of peace negotiastions through an agent produced by the Italians.

inxious as ever about the security of their Benadir protectorate, the

wanted peace and had persuaded one of the Bayyid's chief gun-

runners, Abdullan Shehri, to board an Italian warship at Bosaso and

conduct peace negotiations for the Sayyid?‘ He arrived at Sheikh, under

1. ?.0. 2/908, Lensdowne tel. to Cromer, no. 29, 10 Apr. 1904.
PO -y Jame ur o ey T . - X N s
2. P.0. /908, W.0. Lo P.0., 17 June 1904. The story of the Ethiopian

el A

[
paign is also given in: Jennings and Addison, MWith
Somaliland; War Office, Official History..., i,
1905, 1vi (469)
in Somelilsnd £

, 'Despatches, &c., regarding the
rom the 18th Janwary, 1502 to

1: : t
the 3lst May, 1904.°7
bR 7.0, 106/2%6/xii, 28 &°%3, journal entries for 24 Nov. 1903 and
25 Wov. 1903, '
4. W.0. 106/256/%i 36, Hgerton tel. to W.0., 5 Dec. 1903; W.O.

L
iii, 1%, journsl entry for 11 Dec. 1903.
5. W.0. 106/2%6/xii, %% & %6, journal entry for 25 Nov. 1903 and
tel. to ¥W.0., 28 Hov. 1903.. ' «

15, Rodd tel. to Lansdowne, no. 29 Alrica, 22 Aug. 1903,
6, .0. to W.0., 12 Dec. 190%; w.0. 106/236/xiv, &,
enice report, 7 Jan. 1904.

o
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itelian escort, on 8 December, and laid his pc&oe proposals before

srerbon;  although ne hadé no suthority bo negoliate he thought that peace

‘

could be avranged if the Sayyid were allowed to keep his firearms and
control the Wogal nearly as far west as Las Anod. The Ttslians were

. o . . 2 .
anxious for these proposals to be congidered but the Dritish thought

in them worth listening to, for they involved

+

I

sctorate to the Sayyid with hardly

O
S

surrendering a large part of the prot
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Hevertheless Bg rton decided to play Abdullah
Shehri along in the hope of convincing the Sayyid that the proposals were

being considere

4

and so keep nim in the Nogal until he was ready to

(o3

:

auuack

and December only a few minor skirmisnes cccurred,

aring
S N i T o gy e e o e T P, N A ol 3
mostly in the Hogael. The larsest was on 19 December whnen 700 men uncer

Yenna encountered 2,000 dervisnes at J¢Upuj;l, 50 miles cast of Bl Dab.

"It was an inconciusive Guod”Cmeﬂb. in which sbout 80 dervisnes and 3 of

Kenna's men were killed, and one Victoria Cross won, but Kenna was
surprised at the dervish strength and was forced to retire? It was

clear thai shortage of water and grazing had made the dervishes determined

1. 7.0, 2/816, me to Fanse, 19 Dec. 1903.

2. .0, 2/816, 1 W.0., 18 Tec. 1903. ;

3. W.0. 105/2§~’h"' 9, DLgerton tel. to W.0., 25 Dec. 1903, copy, and
mLﬂhuCS ther iill and Lansdowne, both n.d.; #.0. 2/907, W.0.

i
v
4. W.0. 106/256/%i1, 20, journal entry for 22 Nov. 1903; ¥W.0O.

1“6/2)0/K1¢1. 4, 6 & LB journal entries for 2 Dec. 1903, 4 Dec.:

25, journal entries for 17 Dec. 1903 and
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>rion had a chance of coming to
was said o be moving nort N Swayne

was therefore asked to raise a levy force in the north anong the Habr

Gt o : P 2 '
foljasla Fusa Abokr arcund Dubbatad® while LZgerton established his

neadguarters at 5l Dabp and concentrated both his brl“age@ for an atlack

down the

4
;

m

The dervishes werc reinforcing Jidballi” and so Egerton wanbed every

svailable man. fle recalled troops from Gallad, hoping that the
combination of Ali Yusuf's forces, the Ogaden under British officers, and

¢

false reporis of the sthiopian advance would stop the Sayyid going south 3

e elso asked the naval authorities to attack the dervish fort at Illig
2t the same time as he attacked Jidballi, so as to create the impression

the Nogal from the east coast. Illig could

-
™

only be teken by an armed landing Hear-Admiral Atkinson-Willes, the

on the East Indies station, insisted +hat the

27, inteiligence reports, 20 Dec. 190% and

o & 54, Bgerton lel. to W.0., 27 Dec.

Dec. 190%.

by Journal entry for 29 Dec. 1903.

0, journal entry [or 24 Dec. 1903.

cton tel. to W.0., 29 Dec. 1903, copy; W.0.

_LO\)/Z)U i, 35, rton tel. to foenfort, 31 Dec. 1903.

. .Amu1h001~41 lcu, Rear-idmiral Ceorge (later Admiral Sir George,
K.C.B.) 1847-1921; 1861, joined Royal Navy; 1868, served in naval
brigade in Abyssinia; Au,9 -1901, A.D.C. to Queen Vicioris and King
kdward VII; 1902-03, second-in-cornmand Home Fleet; 1903-06,

C.-in~C. Zest Indies; 1912, retired.
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Weataer atv that time of year made landing too daengerous. ingtead, &
o
Ty ey o A R T R D L LT I T N s N S E
Tcemenstration' and possibly a bombardment, was arrenged to tske place

ce T o R - g 2 . . o . .
off ITllig between 9 and 12 Jenvary 19047 From the west, Manning and

1,175 men of the Lsi Brigade were to advance from Bohotleh, while Egexrton

-

and the 2nd Bridgade, Q,AQU str “ong, were to advance from #H1 Dab, Joining

) Z
the lst Brigade 12 miles west of Jidballi on 9 Januaryf

1

All was therefore ready for the big attack to catch 'Ihe Bohotle Imp!

A

1

a5 Punch called the ay“aé anc on 25 December 1005 The Times carried a
RO sl AAINes

stirring first leader:

O

4

tThough Christs a5 Day finds us fighting once agein, it is at

least satisfactory to reflect that the enemies with whom we are

engaged are ssvage tribesmen, and not members of any of the great

Christian communions. No just and reasonable man, however

averse he may be to war, can doubt that the strugg lo in Somaliland..,

was absolutely necepsaxj for the defence of the tribesmen whom we

had pledged ourselves to protect. * We can hope to win little from

i1 the advantage of having proved once more to-thoge who

’ Cowe are true 6 our word. We hsve undertaken

duty which we could not shirk without discredit, and

to finish it with all the speed which is
wmess and permanence, 'V )

i .0, 2/816, 8.4.C. Aden tel. 0 C.-in-C. Eaﬁﬁ Indies, 28 Dec., 1903,
enclosed in C.-in-C. Hast Indies tel. to Adm iralty, no. 66, 29 Dec.,
1503, encloscd in Admiralty to .00, 29 Dec. 190).

2. F.0. 2/907, C.-in-C. Iast Indies %el. to Adwmiralty, % Jan. 1904,

enclosed in Admiralty to 1.0., 7 Jan. 1904; W.0. 106/236/xiv, 17,
G.0.C. Somwliland fleld Force to $.1.0. Aden, & Jan. 1904.
3, W.0. 106/23%6/xiii, 35, orders, 30 Dec. 1903 unU Igerton tel. to
‘ Rochfort, 31 Dec. 1903; W.0. 106/236/xiv, 5 & 6, journal entry for
5 Jan. 79u4 and concentration order, 6 Jan. 1904.
4. Punch, 9 Dec. 1903%. :
5. The Times, 25 Dec. 190%, first leader.
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Sayyid was obviously about to cxperience a hearty measure of the

- . . . 1
When all was ready, Xgerton rejected Abdullah Shahri's peace proposals

.
b

and handed him back to the Italians|

walle the two brigades concentrated

eccording to plan on 9 January?  The next morning 3,200 British, Indian

L AWR. and Somali troops advanced to attack Jidballi. it was the largest
engagement Lo date and the combined effect of artillery, Maxims and

disciplined rifle fire was too much forthe estimated 5,000 dervishes.

After half an hour they broke and fled and the mounted troops pursued them
for ten miles. It was a severe defeat for the Sayyid; 680 bodies were
counted, but Egerton esiimated that the total number killed exceedéd 1,200;
215 prisoners and 366 rifles were captured. The Seyyid's main fighting

force had been routed for the loss of only three British officers and

21 men. Tne victory vindicated both Egerton and the Govornmcnt and

the king opened the new session of parliament

was, at last, able to speak of success in Somsliland

1. W.0. 106/236/xiii, W.0. tel. .

o EZgerton, 5 Jan. 1904.
2, F.0. 2/907, C.~in-C. 1 '

U

904, enclosed in Admirvalty ¥.0., 9 Feb. 1904; Bertie tel. to

LGcaowne, no. 8 Africa, 1O Feb. 1904; W.0. 106/236/xiv, 12,

Journzl entry for 5 Mar, 1904. '

W.0. lOb/OAO/YLV 10, journal entry for 9 Jan. 1904.

. W.0. 106/236/xiv, 11 & 12, Izerton tels. to W.0. 10 Jan. 1904 and
15 Jan. 1904; War Office, Official History..., 1, 238-244;
toyse-Bortlett, The King's African Rifles, pp. 186-7, Jardine,
dhe Pad Mullah of Jomaliland, pp. 137-141.

5. he Times, 12 Jan. 1904, leader.
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fet tbe sayyida was still at large; he had not

been at the baitle and had now escaped nortn to the Sol Haud plateau,
2 e S b ahe T4 . Cpa
< arl Spencer, leader of the Liveral opposition

in the House of Lords, comgiwlned all too tx uiy that:

'... though now our arms secm 0 have been crowned with victory,
the IMullan, or whatever ne is called, like a will-of-the-wisp,
lits in front of the troops, and un ere seems but little hope
of catehing or vurloanolab nxm.‘) '

T -

Igerton's object after Jidballi was to catch the Sayyid if p0031ble
and to use all means to prevent his fleeing south. While he moved to
Dariali with tuC 2nd Brigade, Manning wltn tne 1st Brﬁmade and mounted

troops, was sent down the southern side of the Nogal in a serles of Lorced

4

marches bto Garoe which they reached on 21 January. Leaving a strong post

at Darieli the 2nd Brigade moved to Gaolo and Taleh and 301ned the lst

S"
v . ~ - .

ades then climbedvto the

Erigade near hHalin on 27 Jaxhcry The two brig
50l plateaun and recormoitred its southern edye. But the Say yld and the

i, , serieg, 1904, cxxix, 2, 3, & 41-2, speeches by
“a*ard VII and Lansdowne, 2 Ieb. 1904. .
2. W.0. LOb/Zyb/x1v 21, Bgerton to Swayne, 18 Jan. 1904.
3. Hansard, 4ith series, 1904, cxxix, 23-4, speech by Iarl Spencer,
, 2 ¥Feb. 1904. '
4. W.0. LOO/Q)O/YLV 20 & 26, journsl entries for 17 Jan. 1904 and
21 Jan. 1904; T7.0. 3/107, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 18 Jan. 1904, copy.
5. ¥.0. *00/2)o/x¢v 24, 28 &3%0, journal entries for 20 Jan. 1904,

25 Jan. 1904 and 27 Jen. 1904; F.0. 2/907, Sgerton tel. to W.O.,
; 2L Jan. 1904, ¢ Oyj . » :
6. W.0. 106/236/xiv, %1, 32 & %7, journal entries for 28 Jan. 1904,
. 29 Jan. 1904 and 30 Jan. 1904.
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DULK Ol nis Jollowers nad made a disashrous crossang of the waterless
Ve .

nerth among the

sol, losing mucn livesiock butb

near Gebl. It was quite impossible for troops to follow
AUy ~ =

gerton decided to lesve Fanning and the

. - R
march on the Sayyid from Las Dureh:

The centre of operations shifted
]

northwards and the main defensive line now siretched through E1 Dab and
; .

tudun to lalin; Bohotleh was no longer important. The Tribal and

Gadabursi Horse, who had not performed satisfactorily at Jidballi, were

LRRIE 5 2 A b Nl - AN T 1

disbended; e moveable column of 700 men was left at Tl Dab and the

remainder of the mounted troops and 2nd Brigade arrived back at Sheikh

3

on 22 Iebruary. Bgerton set up his headquarters at Berbera-
O

o

British itroops were now south and west of the Seyyid and it was

's plan to box him in on the north and cast. In the north he
relied on assistance from the clangy In mid-January Swayne had built a

blockhiouse at Onkhov and armed 250 labr Toljaala Musa Abokr levies under

e commnied o T s b Vel ISR
v COmMNaG 0L Lieutv.-uoLl. C.h.

Meilis took the levieg

R

; bouh copies; W.0. 106/235/xv, 6, Lgerton fel. to W.0., 3 Feb. 1904.
2. W.0. 106/256/xv, 20 & 22, journal entries for 22 Ieb. 1904 and
. 24 ¥eb. 1904; F.0. 2/874, W.0. o £.0., 16 Sept. 1904.

3. W.0. 106/236/xv, 11, 18 & 20, Jjournal entries for 8 Feb. 1904,

‘ 18 Feb. 1904 and 22 Fed. 1904; F.0. 2/907, Bgerton tel. to W.O.,
16 I'eb. 1904, copy. '
4. F.0. 2/907, Lansdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 6, 1 Feb. 1904.

1. .0, 2/907, wecrton tels. to W.0., 29 Jan. 1904 and 8 Teb. 1904,



n .

55 miles inland to Dubbatad where he built & post and armed another

N - . i . . ; -
400 Fusa Abokr clansmen. frouw here they began raiding castwards,

LR U S e el § Te Fresy Eo! e 1‘ £ AT . - cooni 2
seizing prisoncrs and stock [rom the Sayyid's followers sround JidaliS

Further east along the north coast were the Warsangeli, members of the
Darod clan-family like the Ogaden, Doibohanta and Mijertein. Apart from
the protectorate'treaty oi 1886 theii contact with the British was of
the‘slightesﬁ. fne Bayyid had now taken refuge in their territory.
swagne therefore visited Las Korch din Jurmary bto enlist their suppoxt but
thedr sultan was too Irighlened of reprisals from the Sayyid to

Faltal

co~operate; he wanted effective protection in return for assisting the
Fs ?

v

His asssistance was necessary for Zgerton was planning to embark

4

his troops at Las Korah when their operations from Las Dureh were finished.

> most obvious mesns of protecting the Warsangeli sultan was to employ
the navy whose activity had so far been limited to arms partols, the
e J \ .

ation off Obbia in November and the demonstrstion (without

bombardment) off Tllig at the time of Jidballi.  Admiral Atkinson-Willes

1. 7.0. 2/907, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 25, 9 Feb. 1904; Swayne tel.

’ to Lansdowne, no. 66, 10 Teb. 1904. W.0. 106/236/xiv, 17
Journal entry for 1% Jan. 1904.

2. W.0. 106/2%6/xv, 20 & 24, journal entry for 2% Feb. 1904 and

Bgerton tel. to W.0., 26 Ieb. 1904; i.0. 2/907, Swayne tel. to
Lensdowne, no. 1, 26 #eb. 1904; War Office, Orficial History...,
il, 419-20. '

3. W.0. 106/236/xiv, 2%, journal entry for 15 Jan. 1904; F.0. 2/907,
Swayne Lo Lensdowne, no. 25, 9 TFeb. 1904; Swayne tel. to Lansdowne,
no. 66, 10 Feb. 1904. , .

[ 7.0, 2/9079 Igerton tel. to W.0., 8 Feb. 1904, copy.

-
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wanted more exciting action and had been planning an assault on Illig

I

3%

when the weather improved in Pebruary’. The capture of I1llig at this
. ; . s 2 . . s

stage, however, seemcd somewhat irrelevant, and Atkinson-Willes was

persuaded that he would be more useful at Las Koreh? Agreement was

reached with the VWarsangell sultan to occupy lLas Koreh for two months,

be protected from molestation by the

&

curing which time the people would
Sayyid? and on 28 IFebruary a post of 90 men was established under the
guns of a warship at anchor? Their receplion was not altogether
friendly esnd petty disputes cropped up with the sultan, but with Admiral
Atkinson~Willes and four warships on the coast, there was little the

ol

sultan could do and he made a show, at least, of opposing the Sayyid.

If the co-operation of the wurbanvoll against the odjyl& was uncertain,

.

far more so, and far move vital, was that of Osman Mahmud and his

Mijblup¢n in the novth-east of the Italian protectorate. Their

1. F C. c//OY, Ac 1ty %o B.0., 16 Feb. 1904 and enclosures;
.~in-C. Fast Indies tel. to AGmlT&Luy, no. 15, 26 Jan. 1904,

enclosed in Admiraliy to F.0,, 26 Jan, 1904; C.-in-C. Hast Indies
tel. to Admiralty, no. 18, 27 Jan. 1904, enclosed in Admiralty
to ¥.0., 28 Jan. 1904,

2. F.0. 2/907, D.G.M.I. to #.0., 28 Jan. 1904; W.0. 106/236 /xiv, 29,
Lgerton tel. to W. O., 4 Heb. 1904.

3, W.0. ]Ou/é)o/kiv 29, C.-in-C. Bast Indies tel. to Admiralty,

9 Teb. 1904.

W.0. 106/23%6/xv, 25, journal er*rj for 26 Feb. 1904. _ :

W.0. 106/2%6/xvi, 19, journal entry for 28 TFeb. 1904; War Office,

Orficial ilist &ﬂ..., ii, 943-5, 552, 562. '
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6. W.0. 106/23%6/xvi, 19 &25, journal entpries for 12 Mar. 1904,
16 Mar. 1904, 17 Mar. 1904 and 25 Mar. 1904.
7. W.0. 106/236/xvi, 25, journal entry for 19 Mar. 1904; VW.0.

106/2%6/%xvii, 4, intelligence report, 1 Apr. 1904.



rem the Sayyid in on the east but being
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CcO~0OPEratvion Was essentvia.

s 1 bl i b3 5 . k] v 3 R} 1 e
protéges they could mot be dealt with in the same high-nanded

manner as the YWarsangeli; the Italians would have to persvade them.
el Jtalian assistance was egually uncertain. At the end of Mamning's

expedition they hed failed to occupy Mudug but they had been quick to
claim compensation for those Somalis in their protectorate who had
1

~ - e : - i " g
suffered {rom British raids and equLOLtlonu. When fgerton's expedition

was being planned they asked that.Britain should pay compensation foxr

e e i s o . . . 2
se caused by Gthiopian troops in ITtalian territory. This exasperated

&

3 -

the British Government who felt that the Italians had just as much
interest in suppressing the Sayyid and, insofar as he used Mudug as a
vase, almost as much responsibility for him. Balfour considered that

the Italians were bel n” unreasonable 'in view of the fact that we are in

L baitles without asking fthem to bear any part of the
7 Tn fact, they withdrew their conditions an
o e ., 4 .. .
Sthiopians in their territory’ {(in the event, the

~

Tthiopians never reached that far) but they were clearly obsessed by the
: .

fear of involving the Benadir in the figatlng) and wished to avoid being

.

drawn into overt and active hostility against the Sayyid. Consequently

Lansdowne, 15 uL‘. 1903,
©.0, 2/815, Bertie tel. %o LuquOWﬂO, no. 25 Africa, 11 July 1903.
CAB 41/28/14, Balfour to Bdwerd VII, 14 uuly 1903%.
. ¥.0. 2/815, Rodd tel. to Laucdowne, no. 26 Africa, 16 July 1903

.0, 2/816, Ponsa Lo

® -
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7.0. 2/816, Berlie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 40 Africa, 19 uec..l90j.
5. ¥.0. 2/816, Pansa to Sanderson, 14 Nov. 1905.
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however, In Getober 190% when

-~

one of their warships was e dervish fort at

Tilig it had replied with a bombardment. In November, they had supplied

P ~ o Mt

Aldl Yusuf of Cbbis with rifles and persuaded him to otcupy Hudug

They

suppiying 800 cerbines Lo Osman Mahmud to strengthen
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L reslgitance ag

the Suyylid and enable him to capbure Illig.) Swayne
and Dgerton objected to thelr giving nore firearms to a clan wahich already
nad about %,000 =2nd over which the Italians exercised no control,
gspecially as there were rumours that Osman Mahmud had patched up his
everuholbss,‘the Italians intended to go ahead

with the arms supply when tae situation suddenly altered. On % December
.L_

alian armed dhow on arms patrol arrived at Turvo on the north coast

bl T Y Y e B T U S T8 NPT RSN URPRS S N, s e I .
O G LU ian nrolelnorane and Lhe L1ew benont din k,(\.h,:i.hd rabhor

Lo hoist the Italian [lag. They reflused,

et
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.G, /”07, rtie to Lensdowne, no. 4 Africa, 11 Jan. 1904,
eﬂ01081n5 extract [rom mp“QhLv, 11 Jan. 1904. '
2. 7.0. 2/816, Bertie tel. 1o ¥>ﬂ;uowne, no. 32 Africa, 25 Oct. 1903;
Bertie to Lensdowne, no. 7 Africa, 26 Oct. 1907%.

3, #,.0. 2/816, $.1.0. Aden cl. to Admiralty, 26 Nov. 1903, copy;
. Lansdowne tc Sertie, no. 164, 16 Dec. 1903. :

fi Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 3% ifrica, 26 Oct. 1503;
to Addmiralty, 29 Oct. 1903, enclosed in Admiralty
19073,
vne tels. to Lansdowne, no. 55, 25 Nov. 1903 and
90%; .0. 106/236/xii, 23, Egerton tel. to W. o.,
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W opened and was killed. Lonmandex Gaunt, captoin of a British

v

& December and demsndoed

L5 [T } oy e T F .
sudlsd n(‘ L0 On oonall of

4ol £ 1 - - A
e alian Government.

s terms, he opencd [Mre, landed men, burni the village and killed about

'

20 people;  Gount himsell was seori sly wounded and one marine private
L o1 . . f e e .
killed’ unatthorised action on the Italisn coast displeased Their

-

Lordships at the Admiralty, but it won thanks and 2 medal for Caunt from

Ihe incident made the Italians more friendly to,
the British and persuaded them that it would be unwise to give Osman

. Z
nud eny more firearms?

Egerton
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realised that there was urgent need to improve relations with Osman Mahmud

lest he be driven into the grms of the Sayyid. At the time of Jidbelli

and after the baltle

1y, 1 Dec. 1903, enclosed
i.5. Porpoise Lpl. to Admiralty,

Aden to C.-in-C. Bast Indies,
to 0., 11 Jan. 1904; C.-in-C.
L, enc*ooeu in Aum¢fa¢ty
‘m“f“-»y ,L, 2{.1.““-
istant under-
d., oo Admiralty to F.O., 12 Dec. 1905,

;

3. F.0. 2/816, Carignani (Italian 31;rbc d'affaires, London) o

' Senderson, 10 bec. 190%; W.0. 106/236/xiii, ;, press report,
11 Dec. 18035,

4, A G ,*’l(’, moerton Lol to VL0., LD Dee. 190%, -enclovsed in D.G. ML T,
Lo W.0., 14 Dee. L),

5. V.G, JUG//)C/KIV 5, 12 & 15, figerbon Lo-to W.0., B Jan. 1904,
inte. y report, 11 J&u. 1904 and Lgerton tel. to W.0.,

#.0. 2/907, @gerton tel. to W.0., 18 Jan. 1904, copy.

L
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was strengbthened late in Janusry when an Italian warship vombarded three
ape Guardaful, seized some dhows and
bhlockaded the‘coast; The Italia 0 Government immediately disapproved of
the action, lifted the blockade and recalled the ship's commander, but

. 4
the damage had been dore? Mijeriein co-operation against the Sayyid was

N

now less likely, and yet more vital, than ever.

1

The British Government therefore fell back on an idea suggested

earlier by Cordeaux that Osman Mahmud should be bribed and a figure of
£5,000 was suggested to the Italians?» The Italian consul-general in

. . .6
Aden relayed the offer to the sultan  who demanded 400 rifles as wellz

Bgeruon would not agree to the rifles as he feared they would reach the

e
<t
w
’)

sultans of the NMijertein and Vars

7, Swayne 1o 8 14,
Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 15, 12 Jan, 1904.

7.0, 2/90
12 Jan. lQOZ enclosed 1
PG 2/50 t

3

2. erton tel. Lo W.0., 29 Jan. 1904, copy.
% S.E.O. Aden tel. to Admiralty, 30 Jen. 1904, enclosed
- %o #.0., 30 Jan. 1904; Bertie tels. to Lansdowne, no.
Yeb. 1904 and no. 9 Aix‘Ca, 10 ¥eb. 1904; 5.W.0. Aden
Dast Indies, 27 Jan. 1904 and 8 reb. 1904,,both
inn Admiralty to F.O., 12 Max. 1904, ‘ :
d 56/xiv, %4, Igerton tel. to W.0., 3 Feb. 1904; W.O.

, 17-18, intelligence report, 17 Ieb. 19C4; ¥.C. 2/907,
wl. to ¥.0., 8 Feb. 1904, copy. ~
7,0, 2/815, Cordeaux tel. %o Lanvdo"“e, no. 34, 2% July 1905; .0,
2/907, W.0. to #.0., 4 ¥eb. 1904; minutes by Hill and La“saowre,
both n.d., on Bertie tel. %0 Laxsaowne, no. 3 Africa, 4 Feb. 1904;
Tansdowne tel. to Bertie, no. 6 Airica, 6 Feb. 1904.
. #.0. 2/907, Bertie tel. to Lanscowne, no. 7 Africa, 10 Feb. 1904
#.0. 2/907, Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 14 Africa, 5 Mar. 1904.

A
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lment of £1,000

according to results” and the

(D
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remainéer was - to be pald in ilnstalm

o

B B . . 4
British Government was to reimburse the Itali aﬁuf

3 de el v e ey o~ U - cro e ot T 4 Yy A 1t
Pespite this errangement there was & strong possibility that when

the advance from Las Dureh began bthe Sayyid would retreat esst into the

Itelien protectorate. it was unerCLOLC ‘essential for the British to

have permission to cross the bo der ? The Italians consented, but laid

down‘con“itionsé that were felt{ to be unreasonable by the British,
especially in the Warx Office where it was argued thét a neutral power
(i.e. Italy) had sn obligation to prevent raids into neighbouring
territory and that if it failed to do so troops from the neighbouring
erritory were‘free to pursue ralders across the border without. the

consent of the neutreal power. These arguments were not passed on to the
they were persuaded to modify their conditions and agreed to

allow the force to operate in their territory on condition tnat it paid

1. 2/;0., Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 18 Africa, 18 Mar. 1904;
erton {acting commissioner and consul-genera 1) tel. to Lansdowne,
. 44, 19 Far. 1904.
2. 0. 2/908, Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, mno. 32 Africa, 6 Apr. 1904.
3. W.0. 106/2%6/xvi, 24, journal entry for 19 Nar. 1904; F.O. 2/907,
Pertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 2% Africa, 24 lar. 1904.
4. i /,u?, ATMY Council (¥.0.) to ¥.0., 23 Mar. 1904.
5. 2/907, Lansdowne tel. to Bertie, no. 13 Africa, 29 Feb. 1504.
6. 2/907, Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 13 Africa, 4 Mar. 1904.
T /507, Army Council to £.0., 10 Mar. 1904; Dirvector of
ol

tary Cperations (hereafter u.n.u.) to ¥.0. 25 Mar. 1904.
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conpensaticn fox livestock requisitioned and that it tried to drive the
Sayvid norihwards’. ne fearful prospect of having the Sayyid in the

~

Senadir still dominated Iteiian thinking,

‘.
A 3.7

A1l these arrangements for the second phase of the campaign, with the
Wersangell, ¥ijertein and Ttalians took time. So did the actual
preparations for the advance from Las Dureh sucid as the laying of
telegraph lines and the raising of a mnew 'Tribal Horse', a mounted levy
of 100 men acquainted with the nortm~eas*j All was nokt ready until

T ‘/Xf Yy > X A 5 3 b
8 March. The delay began to cause restiveness in parliament, especially
as the Government asked for a supplementary grant of £1,600,000 to pay for

Somaliland operations up fto the end of Marcn 1904, & sum in addition to

the £250,000 voted at the start of the financial year. They attracted
further criticism by including no figure for the Somaliland campaizn in

b -1

on the grounds that 1t was impossible to

chey announced that they would have to bring forward a

CHULAmETEe a

coat was finally wnown: Both votes were

to Dertie, no. 14 Africa, 11 Mar. 1904;
no. 19 Africa, 22 Far. 1904 and no. 20,
tel. to Bgerton, no. 802, 31 Mar. 1904,

. 7.0. 2/907, Bertie tel. to Lansdowne, no. 21 Africa, 24 Maxr. 1904.
YW.0. 106/2%6/xv, 22 & 26, journal entries for 24 ¥Feb. 1904 and

28 Feb. 1904; W.0. 106/2%6/xvi, 5, Field Force Order, 1 Mar. 1904.
.0, 2/907, Bgerton tel. to W.C., 25 Feb. 1904, enclosed in W.0. to
7.0., 29 Feb. 1904; W.0. 106/236/xvi, 1%, journal entry for

8 Mar. 1904. ,

. Hansard, 4th series, 1904, cxxx, 578-58L & 1486, speechies by .0,
Arnold-forster (secreteaxry of state for war) and Campbell-Bannerman,
22 Web. 1904, answer by Arnold-Forster, 2 Max. 1904; ibid., cxxxi,
546-T, speech by Arnold-ifovster, 7 Mar. 1904.
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5Red bul not without GRUUOSLELON,

Campbell-Banner

and his Liberals did little more than call for an

end to tho war and remind the Covernment that, before igerton's expedition

began, they had been told there was no intention of undertaking further

' . o 2 e - . .
campalons ot froesh expensc| Criticism of the war on moral grounds came
from the more radical members. Labouchere argued that

=8

"Whenever we gquarrelled with any of these tribes we, in order
to bring to them the blessings of Christianity, sent out an
2xpedition to burn down their houses, and o destroy all we
possibly could; and then, havin, mowed down the natives with
ur machine guns, we thanked God we were superior to them. !

O

fie had no iden 'u%y they were at war with this respectable prophet, who

wins o brave wan sbrugoeli

g obo be free and maintaining the independence of
his country.!' Jomm Burns, & veteran opponent of the camnpaimmes,
‘contended that the Mullah had the right, as a religious zealot and a

tribal chief, 1o exercise what
. 3

ights he thought he had and to contend
for them....' and he 'protested against the wicked expenditure of money

-

on wanbon expedi bions.

Arnold-Torster, the new secretary of stale for war, nhad to defend the

L. Toid., cxex, 1054, voling result, 25 Feb. 1904; ibid., oxxxi,
VOILMJ result, 10 Mer. 1904; ioid., cxxxii, 410, voting result,
22 Mar. 1904. ’
A.'d., cxzxy 581, 1053-1054, speeches by Campbell-Bannerman,
freb. 1904, Courtenay ”arne and Bryce, both 25 Feb. 1904.
bid., cxx, 1033-1054, speeches by Labourchere and 3urns, 25 Ieb.
i speech by Labourchere, 10 Mar. 1904.
g Oakeley, IM.P., 1855-1909; 1880-82,
W.E. Porster {chief secrebary for Ireland);
Unionists; 1892-1906, M.¥. for West Belfast;
the Admiralty; 1903-1905, secretary of state
for Croydon. .

> D
it

private
1886 s U ol

1960-03,
for warg



costly prolongalion of the operations. His arguments were not new.
being in selfi-deflence and in defence of
by ilreatly; he claimed that the Sayyid

therelore, 'If a war for the protection of

the guestion of cost ocught not %o

aken or not.’ it was one of the .

was obvious ... that there was no glory

or proiit in the campaign.' but they could not stop until 'they had made

T '

it reasonably probable that further raids upon our territory would not
occur. ' Nevertheless, he was cautiously optimistic for he believed that

bgerton's campaigzn might bring the war to an end and he assured the House

> given, consistent with the safety of
of Vindlﬂo up this Campaign, I, at
r‘W’ble For the War Office - and in this

the Government - shall avail

dis ergument that the campalszns had been underiaken to delfend the

.

N

clans under British pLutéCGLCﬂ was rather spoilt by C.T. Ritcnie,
chancellor of the excheguer from July 1902 until Balfour had dismissed Him
2

. in September 1903, Aitchie recalled that & large number of Somalis in

“the protectorate were supporters of the Sayyid, and that- the Government's

1. 4th ey 578-9, 619~-20, 103%%-1054, speeches
1d—7orsco e 904 and 25 Feb. 1904; ibid., cxxxi,
speech Ld—1 { Mar. 1904.

2. K. ¥nsor, Ingland 1870-1914 (Oxford, 19}6}, D. 5374, footnote 1.
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inal inteniion had been to deliver a short, sharp blow al the Sayyid

N . 1

and then retire; instead they had been drawn on into huge operations,

-

Also, doubtless because he was Unionist M.P. For West Bedlfast, Arnold-

Forster attracted criticism from the Irish netionalists, especially from

They complained

th

at while Ireland was denied money for development the Irish were being

neavily taxed to Iinance a war for which they had absolutely no sympathy:

' Irisi point of view expenditure of this kind was simply and
absolub c]y intolerable.’ Tt was an unfair, an uwnjust, and a monstrous
thing that Ireland should be directly or indirectly ch ged a single

O 4 <

iy

shilling for this expedition.! Their sympathies lay with the Sayyid, who
was simply & religlous enthusiast: 'There were religious zealots in this

3.3

touse but they did not spend any money in pursuing them.'! it was an
outrage, a scandal, and a piece of diabolical injustice....' Millions

madeap venture for which there wo l be no return,

o

moved in vne middle of one of Redmond's impassioned

. 1 will make the Coverrnment pay for this over and
Lover again. ! Bven though such criticism came from radicals and Ivishmen,
the Governuwent, weakened by the dispute over Tariff Reform and Free Trade,

coulkd not lighily ignore it.

103%-1054, speech by Iitchie,

et

by C. Devlin, J. Devlin and

cxxxi, 517-9, 780-6, 797-800,
svecca bq n@QmOHQ,~8 nal. 1904, and speeches by Redmond and O'Mara,
b -

A

N




ranced on tne sccond phasce of his

CO o deyam e ey o v e RO SDLANURE O B e SV U S SN L e PR . . . . ~
important change occurred in the administration of the proteciorate. By
T ST ONE O R T . gyl e i 4 | o A  en e PR
July 1903 Swayne had recovered from his illness and was sent bdek to
! o
[y
. B N TN, JUN VO S S s v evermer T e A et v ol et ey 4 < y
Lo lay vhe foundations for o more normal adminisiration once
£y NP I, - P i . P L . N S N 1 7 -
the operations wexre over. Le was commissiloner and consul-general, but

. - L s o 1
no military funcilons, Bgerion was the military commander,

o

T et vy B B T o T oo R oA v Sl e e T
Lgerton relidd on regulars, bwayne was the advocate of an lrreguler Somali

thousands of regulars would

bl . o e R
levy. lie did

achileve g more than he and his levies in the first two expédition32

that despite the masses of troops in the country the

friendly clans were still subject to serious raids from the dervishes and.

the troops have been here during the last 6 months
bes have been reided 8 times and even small children
; the misery has been wholesale and the

gs of regpular troops bLeing able to protect

Ca

people are hopel

Taein

noe owrobe Lo HULL, e hod his own ddeas an Lo how b operalions should

.

. e T s S SRR . B R ';.‘,.,,,‘ Tty ek o
pe conducted, and btney differed from bgerton's?

Moveovexr, :rton differed in their attitudes towards the

- Somalis. Swayne knew them well, sympathised with them and wished to

1. ¥,0. 2/757, memo. by dill, 22 July 190%; Lensdowne to Swayne,

. 31 July 1903, - |

2. P.0. 2/816, Swayne to Hill, 10 Sept. 1903. , ,

3. .0, 2/816, Swayne tel. {o Lansdowne, nd. 47, 19 Oct. 1903%; .0.
2/907, me to Lansdowne, no. 25, 9 Feb. 1904; Swayne to 7ill,
10 Peb. 1904; wW.0. 106/236/xv, 16, Swayne to Fgerton, 14 Feb. 1904.




respect for them

Lnose ()1 his own

troops and Torecas

and when jus

seeking an opportunity to open fire on the tribesmen....'!

saw them through a soldier's eyes: he had no

i
ey t O Ve T mr el e e A 1 3y A+ e £ v by 3 B ST
a5 troops  snd insolar as thelr dnterests clashed with

men he considered them to be a nuisance. SWayTie

T friction betwec

erton's {force because they knew that the
end when he raised the Musa Abokr levy

he had had to assure the men that 'they

Z

g to do with the military.') In particular, Swayne

rise at the wells and he made arrangements

the possibility

Lgerton thought that Swayne was under 'a delusion that

4

)

. such an ¢ncLaoﬁt did occur, and 2 Somelis were shot at a

an order Justifying a senuLJ in firing on

our protected pecple, wiho are driven by want of wai to drink at the
-

nearest well, is urjussifiable.') Sweyne was distressed by the effect

1. 7.0. 2/874, report by Igerton, n.d., attached to W.0. to PO,
16 Sept. 1904.

2.+ 1.0, 2/816, Sweyne to Hill, 10 Sept. 190%; W.O. 106/23%6/zi, 23,
Swayme tel. to ¥.0., no. 48, 20 Oct, 1903. ° ' .

3. r.0, 2/872, Swayne tel. to Fgerton, *1 Jan. 1904, quoted in memo.

S by Hi1l, 27 Mar. 1904; F.0. 2/907, 3wayne to hll 10 Feb. 1904.

4. F.0. 2/872, Sweine to igerton, 20 Oct. 1903 and ~~erton to W.0.,
7 5 Mar., 1904, boun guoted in memo. by Hill, 27 Mar. 1904,

5. F.0. 2/869, vne t certon, no. 220, 5 Mar, 1904, enclosed in

to 1

uwayne

36, 5 Mar. 1904,



AW

“claimed that

military cperations in somaliland,

@l the Dolbon: had alrevdy been killed and that the process was
continuing, that Lhe proteclorate's Livestock had been seciously diminished

bake years to recover, thal the numbers of destitute were
LT T G e ey e o e ey e 1 4 e R N Ay e e IR - 3 FalRR RN G gy e . 13‘
shicreasling ana that 'the country has got to the ond of its tether!t'

1N}

chey began to

Helations Letween Swayne and Lgerton broke down and

F
Sgerton took advantage of the fact that Swayne was only &
lieutenant~colonel and sent him rebukes such ag:

'T do noi consider the tone adopted in your telegrams to me ...
is calculated to promote harmonious working relations boetween
Lthe Clvil Administration and the iield Force.... Unless Lhere
s o marked dilference in the Lone you meay choose to adopt in
future correspondence, I chall regretiully be compelled to

¢

o s P IV ’ L 2
bring the matter to the notice of Hig Majesty's Goverament, 2

o3

was & strenge wey to address' the commissioner and consul-general and

’

=i
B

o

swayne reacled by being critical of the conduct and result of the

operations, He dnfuriated ngerton by minimising the d¢ifect of Jidballd,

clodming Lhal the Somalis did nob believe the Sayyid's best men had been

complained thaet since the battle swayne 'has

consistently endeavoured to disparage and discount its importance, and

to belittle the resulis obtained by the troops under my command.... in

1. .0, 2/816, Swayne to Hill, 10 Sept. 1903; ¥.0. 2/907, Swayne to
Lansdowne, no. 25, 9 leb. 1904; Swayne to Hill, 10 TFeb. 1904.
2. W.0. 106/236/xii, 25, Egerton to ¥.0., 21 Hov. 190%; 1.0, 2/869,
‘ Swayne 1o Lansdowne, no. 29, 13 TFeb. 1904, end enclosures.
3. 7.0. 2/872, ugerton to Swayne, & Teb. 1904, quoted in memo. by
Hill, 27 Mar. 1904. :
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T B
been indirectly disloyal.'! inally

4 i 2 e ey R e T e T
VALS TEeSLect L CongsLder Oim To iave

C)

o1 Office:
& right ‘o
elved incohercnit and
actions of my officers
. inst civilians which though
involVLLb disastcr or breach of faith
to be of trivial nature.
my subordinate commanders is
Feople in military employment
1 sentenced without reference
¢ 1s in & nexrvous, excitable,
; not respensible for his actions....
oinion of General FMenning....
1 dS T vnura members of the force generally
ation w¢1ca, besides being the subject of
hampers my Op@““bloﬁo and accentuates the
antipathy which is traditional bet weon Somallo and the
nationalities of India or Arabia.
Egerton also wrote: 'l do not consider that he is mentally in'a fit
e o e o e . 2 o o
state to deal with the siftuation that exists.! At the VWar 0fiice the
newly-created Army Council asked for Swayne to be superseded. The Foreign

Office recalled him on the pretext that he was needed in London 1o advise
on the future administration of Somalilsnd” but they decided to see

A ; 4 .
=rton's charges. On 8 March,

whether there was any subsiance in

Dgertvon became the new acting commissioner and consui—*caer 1 alunouwh he

P

L. erton to W.C., ? 5 Mar. 1904, quoted in memo. by
1904. .
2. ¥.0. 2/872, Bgerton tel. to W.0., 26 Feb. 1904, enclosed in W.0. to

.00, 1 Fer l)OZ.
6/xv, 24, #.0. tel. to Swayne, no. 10, 1 Mar. 1904.

56/
236/xv, 24, W.0. tel. to Lgerton, 4 Mar. 1904.
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deputed Cordeaws, the sub-commissioner, %0 deal with the civil

e . T &
administration on onis behall’

Un the same day, preparations for the second phase of tne campalsn

ton's total force anumbered over 7,700 troops and

Of tnesec, over 1,000 K.A.R. and Somali
dounted Infantry were in the Ho

el with Menning; Fasken had 1,830

British and Indian troops waiting at Las Dureh, and the Il Dab mobile

B

1
colurn numbered 7147  The Sayyid and his haroun (his family, -personal
liverstock and h@adqu&rters) were reported to be at Jidali which lay

4

150 miles east of Las Dureh via Zl Afweinal Intelligence sources listed

Sy

nis ting men as 10,940 Dolbohanja, 1,270 liijertein, 860 Ogaden and
430 otners, a total of 15,500? bgerton had issued terms

Lo tne Sayyid, offering vo stop the advance 1f he surrendered with 1,400
good miflss and Paximg ne hed captured in previous bxgeditions;‘the
Seyyld was promised hils life, but had he surrendered he would almost

certainly have been deporied. In fact, the offer probably never reached
J ? £

-

1. 1.0, 106/236/xv, 24, W.0. tel. to Sgerton, 29 Feb. 1904; Bzerton

u@i. to W.C., 5 Mar. 1904; W.0. 106/2%6/xvi, 1%, journal entry

for 8 Mar. 1904.

2. W.0. 106/2%6/xvi, 4, strength return, 1 Max. 1904, -

W.0. 106/236/%v, 32 journal entry for 25 Feb. 1904; W.0.
106/2%6/xvi, 15, journal entries for 9§ Mar. 1904 and 10 Mar. 1904.

. ".'J.O._ 106/236 /xvi, 10, DIgerton tel. to W.0., 5 Mar. 1904.

W.0. 106/2%6/xiv, 24, intelligence report, 20 Jan. 1904; W.O.

106/256/1v;, 6, journal entry for % Mar. 1904.
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Similarly, to tne Dolbohanta,

ladid down their arms, scem Lo have met with

gerton therefore decided to advance in a final effort

lispose of the Sayyid before tne April rains. gave nim an opportunity
escape?
On 9 March Fasken's force left Las Dureh and the mobile column left

’;‘ . 3 ) ES
‘and they met

al

rards the Sayyid

-\)’,

at &l Afweina on 16 WMarch Mellis and the Musa

- -

ready operating in this area and as the troops moved

and his haroun began to fall back east of

Jidali On 19 FMerch Xenna's mounted troops clashed with a dervish party
at HMegedu, killing Tifty, and on 22 March the force reached Jidali. The
Sayyid, however, and 700 of his riflemen were reported to be retreating
' 6
to Buran more than 80 miles south-east. Fasken kept up the chase,
reaching Bihen on 25 March, and from here the mounted troops followed the
tracks of the | the Buran areo vhere tney killed %0 or 40 dervishes.

It was piain vhe Seyvyid he fleeing in disarray for the troops
/. . . . e S . *

1. 0. 2/907, W.0. to | 4 web. 1904; W.0. 106/2%6/%xv, 4, journal

entry for 20 Web. 1804; W.0. 106/2%5/xvi, 38, Egerton tel. to W.0.,

SN P
.

T Apr. TQOb,
W U. /

ST
#.0. 2/508,

print prepared
J.0. 106/236/%

W.0. 106/2%6/x
W.0. 106/:ju/x
16 Mex. ,L'/O/;
tel. to W.0L,

wvi, 14 & 18, journal entries for 10 Mar. 1904 and
vo ¥W.0., 15 Mar. 1904, quoted in Cabinet
<y L1<Oq9 2 E\/XELI' 190/§. .
vi, 15, journal entry for 9 lar. 1904.

vi, 20, jour Mar. 1904.

vi, 19, 21, 22 & 24, journal entyries for 14 Mar. 1904,
17 ¥ar. 1904 and 19 Mar. 1904; F.0. 2/907, @gerton
25 Nar. 1904, copy. i



found innumeravle scatlered water carriers, many dead or dying camels
and the bodics of men, women and children, dead of exhausiion or

] T S .
cstarvation, But the troops had alsc lost large numbers of transport

~

animals and on 29 Harch the pursuit nad to be called off; in any case

srerton had not yetv received permission to send his men across the border
into Italian terriiory. The dervishes had been thoroughly scattered and

broken up, many were deserting, and the Seyyid himself, with a remnant of

600 riflemen, prevented [rom cntering the Nogal by Manning's brigade,
2
seemned Lo be making lor I1lig. Egerton telegraphed to TLondon:

'As militant power Mullah now may be considered as having
been stamped out or at any rate for a long time 4o come
whether he actually falls into our hands or not.'?

of April Fasken and the infantry of the 2nd Brigade

were withdrawn to Las Koreh ready to embark for Derbera before the monsoon

crton now had

set in. Ltittle choice but to end his campaign for his

transport was so weakened by hard marching and poor grazing that he would

soon be unable to supply or support either brigade, and once %he rains
DAy I | =) s

. . ) . ., o n 4. .
broke the camel transport would be quite unable to operate. HNevertheless,

1. Journal entries for 25 . 1904 and
rit, 4, journal euury for 29 Mar. 1904;
. W.0,, 8 Apr. 1904, copy.
2 /XVl, JO & 37, Jjournal entry for N

to W.0., 31 Mar. 1904; ¥.0. 2/9
no. 6, 29 Mar. 1904; 7.0. 2/508,
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v, and yet he was

eble to stop and recover, uwimolested, at Bilbilo in the Ierror VaLleyf
ifter a visit from the Italian consul-general a2t Aden, who took £1,000
FLI w N S N A"if Oy e Iy S avmad “ 3 gm e e o3
0L Zrltisn money, Usman Mahmud claimed that he vas sending men against
the Bayyid, buv Egerton wasg sceptical and felt that it was three weeks

5 v

¥ On 10 April Admiral Atkinson-Willes sailed to Bargal

hiud bub he came away convinced that the sulban's promises
of co-operation were insincere;. he e"*GCuca no more than a few raids
1. PO -dw/z)u,hvi;
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ABING W00 was ralding deep into the Sol on the Dritish side.
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o

already of' effective FMijertein
co-oOperation and recommended the withdrawal of all his oops before
Tains. He claimed that the Sayvid had been decisively beaten at

ate with his Followers scatitered:

AN T A Frt e gt e
BNl 7ct.Ll,L anc dyiven ouv oi

& lesson that should teach them to avoid collision

with us in futbure.' he "cporLea and as 'There is now no enemy in arms

against our authority in the Protectorate' he advised end iing the campaign
and offer safe conduct to Mecca? The Government agreed o

and on 18 April Arnold-Forster announced in the House of

2 T k4

e b@TLeve escaped into Italisn territory.

te hos sustalned very severe lovc es in men and aninals. The

. Tforce under his comrend hag been routed and driven out of the
Protectorate, and he is now p:&ct"cally without a following.

Indics to ﬁdmir,lty, 13 apr. 1504,
P00y 29 Apr. 1904, C.-in-Cf Fast Indi
14 Apr. 1904, : ral

1. .0, 2/508, C.~-in-C.
enclosed in Adm 1
tel. to i

.y 19 Apr. 1904, copy; Bertie tel.

to uumsoowno, no. 41 Africa, 24 Apr ; DJA.OL te FLOL, 12 Fay 1904

3 v Q 106/’)U/YV¢L< 12, fgerton tel. %o W.0., 12 Apr. 1904; .0,
8. | nsdowvne, no. 8, 16 Agr. 1904.

4 ’ﬁ.u. 10 6/2~u/“Vl¢, 15, W.0. tel. to mgerton, 1y ipr. 1904; #.0.
2/908, Lansdoune tel. 25, 19 Apr. 1904.

R ’;
,.\j_L uC«u bO.L. O d




i
In view of circumstances 1t has been decided 4o
discontinue mililbary operations, snd to reduce the
field force.
and Lansdowne wrote 1o mer:
raliland operstions I fear
but we have, I hope, pretly

Cvertaken by the rains and hanpered by mud Kenna witndrew to Las Koreh.

His force had only captured a small zmount of dervish livestock. =y
!

W

2

14 Fay they were back in Berbera” and towards the end of the month the

carrison was withdrawn from Las Koreh% The lst Brigade was also
&3 &5

carly Fevruary they had been isolated on the northern

based at Halin, Tagzbei and Damodlch. In PFebruary
and March they nad been busy raiding dervish stock left behind in the Fogal,
on the southern Sol and in Italian territory. By 12 March they had

capiured over 10,000 sheep, 7,700 camels and kilied over 180 men; dervish

power in was practically ended In April they. received orders
i b b b ] 2 bl S R g e .
boslay 1o the lNogal as long as possible” and thercalter they saw very

1. seridces, 1904, cxaocdii, 370~72, answer by Arnold-
. 1904, '

(Lensdowne Papers), Lansdowne to Cromer, 18 Ap

. 106/2%6/xvid, 25, journal entry Tor 20 4pr. 1904; W.O.

/236 /xviii, 5 & 23, Joufﬂui entries for 29 Apr. 1904, 30 Apr.
4 and 14 ) .G, 2/908, rton tels. to W.0., 3 I

4 and 9 May L)uq botih copies.

'~

r. 1904,

Hay

4. W.0. 106/2% (/AVJLL, 41, journa” entry for 2% Moy 1904.
5, 100 1067256/ xv, 6, 19 serton tel. Lo W.0., 3 Feb., 1904 and

=y

journal enlrics for 1 ieb. 1904, W.0. 106/236/xvi, 15, 17-18 &

24, journal entries for 9 Mar. 1904 aud 12 Mar. 1904, orders,

20 FMar. .Lq\)u -

YW.0. 106/2%6/xvii, 2%, extract from H.Q. staflf diary, 18 Apr. 1904.
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1ittle action. The indications were that the ©

e

pJolvohanta followers, the Aligheri, had trekked south-east towards Iliig,

leaving their route strewn with bodies. tarly in May the lst Brisade
[ N [

Tound traces of the sayyvid's flight through Italian territory to Iliig,

\
. . L a . .
vishes® Hevertheless, their presence almost certainly

o
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e

T g refuge in the Nogal once again. The

prevented the Sayyd from talkin

o~

conditions under which they held out were far from easy: they were on
half*rations; their transport uninals had suffered so severely that by

Fay only 80 of their. 500 Mounted Infantry were actually mounted, and they

.

. L 2 .
o Crocks. Toe K.A.R. reached the limit of their endurance® In mid-~

™

April NManning had to be invalided.to Britain with a severe attack of

3

remittent fever and command of he brigade passed to Lieut.-Col Cobbe
1) & 4

Tinally, on 9 May, while Kenna wag withdrawing in the north-east, the lst

Brigade evacuated Halin. Leaving their 300 Somali mounucd Infantry to
form a mobile column at FL Dab they reached Be Loera on %0 mwy Egerton,

et

R - R k) -
1 L3S 1inal cesps

ci, paid lhem high treibute: 'T consider the
steadlastness of the lst Brigade, consisting entirely of King's African

5

Rifles troops, under these trying circumstances was wor thy of all praise.!

1. W.0. 106/236/xvii, 10 & 19, extract from [.Q. staff diary, 18 Apr.
1904 and journal entry for 14 Apr. 1904, ®».0. °/308 Egerton tels.
to W.0 19 Apr. 1904, 26 Apr. 1904, 3 May 1304 and 9 May 1904,

2. L. Horaby (5 K.A.R.) to Hill, 4 May 19045
c King's Africen Rifles, p. 188.

~

3. e - ' xv'i, 24, Egerton tel. to ¥.0., 19 Apr. 1904; ¥.0.
Journal entry Tor 17 May. 1904,

y iy 11, 25 & 33, journal entries for 9 May 1904,
18 ¥May 1904 and jO May 1904. e

’ > i to Army Council, 30 Mzy 1904, enclosed in W.O.
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The Ssyyid wes rted to be making for Illig, but Illig was no longer
nis; while the [inal the campaign had been taking place in the
north-east a scparate foyce had captured Illig. As soon as the Sayyid
haed been chased over the border atv the end of March Lgeriton recommended
ite capbure, for 1t was & uselful refluge and coavendent for the dmport of
‘-M..,\}‘ T ey oy o Fa JPNN § i NS - : ¢ s - : o]
SIS Lansdowne agreed, for 'hven if the place is not subseguently held

. 5

the harder we can nhit the Mullah now the betier.’ Admiral Atkinson-

Willes was only too willing to carry out the operation” and the Italians

oreed Lo assist from the sea although they were not prepared 1o occupy

T1llig alter its capture. Bgerton intended that Osmen Mahmud's Mijertein

should garrison it against the Sayy;d? )

Atkinson-Willes, accompanied by an Italian ship, took three British
warships to Illig and at dawn on 21 April 745 men, mostly sailors, from

i ships stormed the dervish fort. The 200 Dolbohanta defenders
- s . - P ~ - a0 e} . 2 o I o v by
out up o determined fight and 56 were killed before the fort was captured
@

for the loss of 5 British scamen. “he Italian and British flags were

run up and a temporary garrison of 125 men of the Hampshire Regisment

1. F.0. 2/907, sgerton tel. to W.0., 31 Mar. 1904, copy.

2. #.0. L/yOu, minute by Lensdowne, n.d., on Igerton tel. to W.O.,

‘ % Apr. 1904, copy. '

%, 1.0, 2/908, C.-in-C. Bast Indies tel. to Admiralty, no. 60, 9 Apr.
1904, enclozed in Afmiﬁaity to #.0., 9 Apr. 1904; C.-in-C. Hast
Indies tel. 1o Auﬁlr°l n 1, 10 Apr. 1904, enclosed in

dmire 10 ¢

%5 Africa, 9 Apr. 1904

1904.
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oclupied vhe 1Lorv. L1LCALLONnS wWere uvnen demolisned \Li’le

commander of tne Italian warship probably exceeded his instructions by

Sy

sending men tq assist in this) and alter five days tne British troops

were withdrawn, the flags were hauled down and the site abandoned. Osman
Halmwd refused to take over Illig; so did Ali Yusuf, but he ordered one

S0, The Sayyid was therefore unable to take

times welcomed the news of 'a useful little
operation, which ought to shovter the tether of that e¢lusive potentate,
A

the MULLAI.'!'” But in less than five months the dervishes had ‘reoccupied

Illig and the uuVTld once again had a port for importing arms%

The ability to oblain firearms had all along been one of the sayyid's

advantages. the standard method of stopping the supply

the pomali coastline and in 1902 the Italians

by naval

i

wese patrolus? Initinlly ihey were

o/

succesulul and by Maren 19035 there were revorls Lhal pui~ruoing on the

/236/xvii, 27, journal entrics for 20 ipr. 1904 and 21 Apr.
08, Lgerton tel. to W.0., 26 Apr. 1904, copy; C.-in-C.

tel. to Admiralty, no. 66, 27 ipr 1904, enclosed in
j)Oﬁ' Var Office, 0¢¢~01u¢ History..., i,

he: llan of Somaliland, pp. 148-152;

African Rifles, p. 189. ,

2. "0, 2/908, C.~in-C. hest Indies tel. 4o Afmiralty, no. 67, 30 Apr.

1;0 b, enclosed in Admiralty to F.O., %0 Apr. 19 904; C.-in-C. Zast
Indies to Admiralty, 1 FMey 1904, enclosed in Admiralty to P.0.,

20 Tay 19045 Bgerton tel. to W.0., 3 May 1904, CODPY »

the Pime 26 Apr. 1904, leader.

#.0. 2/909, minute by Swayne, 15 Sept. 1904, on intelligence diary

o

a 5

ralt Lo

265, 2790501
artl

JO se—~hart

ot

{

7 &
enclosed in D.M.O. to 0., 8 Qet. 1904.

Ze Dp. 054+
7 - B ~y
b, 50 Mar, 1903.
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nressed Lo spare pe for this work end the patrols became les
Fal Aol o T E T - 1 ] r‘l Ty dom T '
frequent; the Jtalian patrols also slackened off: Iintelligence gources

indicated that arms were still gelting through, often landed from small

toats on lonely bea wehes;  in March 1904 it wted that the

r
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=
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o
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o
=

Fijertein had 5,460 rifles apart from those issued by the Ttalian

N

Government, that the Dolbohanta had 1,400 and the Warsangeli 3507 There

were also reports that a Dritish firm, B.W. Carling, was supplying arms

to the Bayyid througt UdluOlLL. Carling strongly denied the charg ?

which were impossible to prove, but the possibility that they were true
led Punch to remark: 'This is satisfactory. Great Britain may at least

claim credit for the successes of the MULLAH.‘5

There was no doubt that Djiibouti was the main source of supply for the

v e by i e S < PO R S - K TR 3 ¢
arms régching Somallland. Duggestions that the Sayyid obtained arms :

16 June 1903%; .0, 2/816, Swayne to
S.EL00 Aden, 7 Oct. 1903, enclosed in
7 Oct. 19055 #.0. 2/969, .0, %o

ne to DBansdowne, no. 108, 26 Sept.

to Admiralty, 18 May 1904; W.0. 106/2%6/x,

vo W.0., %0 Sept. 1903, !.O to Admiralty,

e

36/viil, 49, 5.M.0. Aden to Admiralty, 23 July 190%; W.O.

,o/xlv 8, dntelligence report, 7 Jan. 1904; F.O.'2/816,

e tel. to Lansdowne, no. 55, 25 Nov. 1903; i".0. 2/809, ugerton
o W.0., 22 Mar. 1904, pnoioccd in W.0. to 1.0., 14 Apr. 1904.

3. P.0. 2/969, extract [rom ines, 1 bept. 1903 and minute by
Crowe, 18 Sept. 1950% on separate minute by Sanderson, 18 Sept. 190%;

Aden resident to D.G.M.I., 10 Sept. 1903, enclosed in I.D.W.0. fo

0., 29 Sept. 190%; The Tin 4 Sept. 1903, letter from Sir P,

Carne Has ¥

2.0, 2/9

uncn, 9

.
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e Sansibar voalrica were discounted” bub there was no denying
what thoussnds of rifles tons of ammuanition were being shipped to
2 . ;
pjrbouti o and that chovs were continually leaving Djibouti 'in many cases
loaded up to the gunwale with arms and ammanition, ! e ¥rench

Govermment formally denied that they were conniving at
4
to the Sayyid’ and claimed that they were complying with

ict.

41

to the-Arabisn coast they did stop dhows if

they
. 0
going to smuggle axms back to Africa?

suthorities were

4

\ 6
Clement Hill, who had visited Djibouti, believed them.

Pritish offi

involwved in

They said that although they could not prevent arms
suspected that
There were reports

genuinely trying to stop the illicit trade,

the supply of arms

the Brussels
being shipped
they were
the French

that

and Sir

On the other hand,
‘lo in Aden believed that Frenchmen themselves were actively

g¢n~running7 wiille Coxdeaux expressed the wish to see Djibouti

D
levelled to the ground.:
L. - to Lansdowne, 18 July 1903; B. Cave
~general , Lanm1oar) tel. to L@qsdowqe, no.
815, Cuve to Lansdowne, no.. 64, 14 Aug .1903%,
LVe O
2. : 1803,
. Lryad, 22 Aug.
o alcolm Jones
to uwa/ e, Oct. 1903, encl ed in bwayne to
4 Octe 1903,
4. 5 ieb, 0%,
5. memo. by Hill, n.d., ? 17 Apr. 1902; 7.0. 2/678
Lansdowne to Cuwrie, no. 42 Africa, 11 June 1902
6. T.0. 2/678, $.N,0. Aden o Adon resident, 4 Oct. 1902, enclosed in
1.0 to #.0., 19 Nov. 1902; minuic by Mill, n.d., on I.0. to ¥.0.,
12 Hov. 1902,
7. ¥.0. 106/256/%1, 34, Viceroy tel. to I.0., 22 June 1903.
g. ¥.0. 2/678, Cordeaux to 1ill, 10 Dec. 1902.
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the coast

of

L Diibouti were
5 g Ty 3 S vy o s e 2 e Ader aiithemd 4 ) 3 R
distribution centres? he Aden suthorities a weed with
gdoubt Dbecause they wished to discount the possibility that arms came fro
T NI I B, . . —
their territoxy. swayne nowever, was convinced that very few arms
entered Somzliland direct from Djibouti and Harar snd +hat nearl v oall of
5 ,
tnem came vis, the Arabian cosstr? If this wag go, at leazst the British
some control on the coast of Aden and its protectorate;
the Lden proteclorate the British suthorities had to
WOTK 0 were themselves interested in the srms btrade.
the sheils and chiefs and

i

4

1.
2. Lensdowne Lo lonson, no. 48, 18 TFeb
5. minute by CranborTD, n.d., on Cordeaux
sy 19033 note verbale, fror
4. nt Lo DL
t. 1905,
5. ansgowne
6. Crasnborne,

1o 0]
w*dtlon signed hy Lord
Iy (ua,, % Octb. 1902 (co

[

1903.

o ITtelian ambassador to I,

to Lensdowne,

encleosed in

oged in 1.0.
on (Viceroy

OO’



iticn bound for the Somall:

the novel gutnorities nor the Aden

in fact, in ¥March 1904, the sultan of Fukalla
- .

Somnli sun-running dnov and handed it over to the

suthorities hod also seized supplies of arms. and

o £ ] "a! LR gy
on bocotra1 apd ot Shaikh "Utnman

bt D \ o I | iy “ L
utside Acent On the OGmeni ooaut - VMajor Cox, the Pritish congul &%

« 7

who had served on the Somal Coast in the L1890's, persuaded the

Fde

qulban of ruscal to prohibil the export ol arm snd smmunition to the

o LI ' . . O
Somali protectors tes.

vap confident thal measures taken on the comsi of British

vevented any armns 1O being lended there; he was sure tnat

B : 7
were imported througn Bosaso in the Ttelien proteotorateﬁ
ed this and ssseried thal no arms entered

90)9

;0 Loley

cnclosed in 1.0. to r.Q., 29 Apr.
.0, Lo 0., 19 GOet. 1904 and pnalouucos.

Aden pesidenl to Govi. of TBowbay, 12 Moy 190%, enclosed

oL, P9 July 19045,

Govi. ol Bowb To \OVL. of Tndia, L1 July 1904,

1L0. Lo 0., 20 Aug. ) -
1.0. bel. Lo Viceroy,

: P.4. Cox
27 Jan.
to Lenscown

on Cord

b
- fel. TO

190%; .0.
owne, No. 59, 15 Moy
25s 18 June 19033



Honning, Swoyne, The Times,
- ) 3
N N ST R S R, S P B T ke
Wi the 1talian proteciorates Tiven

quher

and who was assuned to be serving their

5
ijertein coast?

vhe opinion of Sweyne and Cordeaux bheir efforts were

fregquent Bribish

inero was one casze of active Lbalian

co~oparalion bul LiL sehiloved nowhing., Mews wan received thal a large
quantily of ammunition for the wayyld had been stored at Bereda near Cape

Guardafud. AL EBritish instigation, and somewhat to British surprise, the

y B B
L 0. ?/vuy,

row Ttelian minister for fore ign affairs, 24 Apr.

odd to Lensdowne, no. 46, 26 Apr. 190%; note

ambzssador to F.0., 9 July 1903; ¥.0.
3

190'), nel k/n’

o

minister for Tore .L’l’} afleir

Sv to Q.N.O_
no. 112, 7 Qct.
encloced in D.0.0.
0. 2/8 /L, 5.N.O. ¢N—C bast Indies, no. 47, 26 Jan.
lyOd, oifiel ku in 4 Lo B.C., 12 Var. l'” . :
alian mindster for foreig o aliales © ha h8
“Louod in Currie to Lensqozne, no. 7 Africa, 26 Apr. 1902.
5. .00 2/969, Lansdoune to Bertie, no. 54 Africa, 27 Far. 1903; ¥.0.
2/815, Swayne to uranborne, 27 A pr. 1903; ¥.0. 106/236/vi, 19,
Cordeaux to Hill, 14 Hay 19033 W.0. 106/2356/vii, 14, Cordesux to
S.P.O. Aden, 13 June 1903. :
6. 0. 2/815, Cordeaux tel. o Lansdow nu, no. 2%, 18 June 190% ang
m¢nate chereon by Cranborme, 20 June 190%. '

N

to Currie, 23 Apr.
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Jeint navel action bto destroy 4 ammnitiony but
the landing parties were not to go inlend beyond range

rships and one JItalian reached

but no arms were found. It was

assumed that been moved inlesnd out of reach of the landing
.5

parties? i
One of the measures recommended to the Ttalians by the British who

were implementing 1t on their coast, was that cusioms officers should be
he principal ports while armed dhows patrolled the coastline.

By September 1902 the Italians had promised to provide ermed dhows” and

4
ley planned 1o use voats caplured from Red Sea pirates. Twelve months

later, however, they had still not fulfilled their promise despite a
oy . 94 P .8 . PR
taelr warships seldom visited the coast™ and although

1. 2/815, nc. 52 Africa, 21 June 1903,
. tels. sica and 29 Afri c both
ol 3t T3 <

BN Tesavmes mf‘.:: R
L uulxu ,L/”

vrive

June 190%: 3.0.
J b]

RS
el

A

5chna, no. 24 Africa, 24 June 19
to C.-in~-C. Hast Indies, 1 July 19
L

i in 50 July 1903; W.0. 106/236/viil, 49,
Aden -
4. 577, Luuwuov e . 18 Africa, 20 ieb. 19502;
678, .0, nemo. to Itslian asbassador, 50 Oct. 1902.
5. 678, Yreasury to F.0., 24 Bept. 1902. :
5. 678, odd to Lansdowne, no. 34 Africa, 24 Wov. 1902; 7.0.
ad to Lansdowne, no. 4 Africa, 1% Jan. 1903%.
7. E&IVQOWHP %0 L ule no. &7 Airica, 22 Ilay 190%; F.0.
2/158, ;
8. 7. t. 1903,
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SLEGE I Ltsdlian walers and searcn vessels

neot prepared to risk the ¢ complicationg

;
of operations cn land against the arms brafficT Trdr denials that .

' 2
arms came protectorate and their assurances of co~-operation

to nave an incressi ngly sceptical recepiion in the British Foreign

o WIETE (Yrenra e et ke A 4 £y e s N T a e S ey e

viitlce wrere Crowe minuted on one:  'The usual, valueless, assurance. !
el ey 2 e PR T oy Vi 213 Mt e a4 -1

ehd Laugowne on anctner: ' am profoundly incredulous as o the

>

be stot down
our noses

the virtue of simplicity. ifr

- ! I
e would notb

upy end administer their coast,

. §3,0 e - N U T G Eal
wen ‘Won't tne Itelians i

N Y o - = deye o s e gy D o
wp the Coast and lot us Conuredl 1t

oxr

them? Nothing else will do then lrat we should see to it ourselves.' for

. 0 Lansdowne, no. 21 Alvica, 17 June 1903;
sodd tel. to Lansdowne, no. 28 ifrica, 22 Aug. 1903,
2. 7,00 106/236/vil, 16, Iitalisn ministry of Toreign afiairs to
Bertie, 24 June 190%; F.0. 2/969, Italian ministry of foreign
affalirs memo. to Rodd, 21 July 1903%, enclosed in Rodd to Lansdowne,
no. 62 Africa, 1

5. £.0. 2/969, minute by Lansdowne, n. d., on Cordeaux tel. to
i nlnutb by Lansdowme, 8 July 1003,

W 033
on L.G.M.I. £ 1903; minute by Crowe, 21 July 1903,
on Berile to Lansdowne, no. 59 Africa, 11 July 1903.
T 0. 2/816, Swayne to Bill, 10 Sept. 1903.
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he Foreign Office realised that any such transfer of the Thalian
]
proteclorate was guite out of the question™ bub they did begin to

cconsider policing the Italian coast themselves.

They favoured using armed dhows becsuse they cons ldered them to have
been successiul on the British coast. Their advantage over warsnlgs
lay in ﬁheir ability to come alongside unsuaupctlns arms smugglers before
they had time to Jetiison ihelr contraband, The idea had been pioneered

by the Rloyal Navy who. had had an encouraging initial success off the

Arabian coast in June 1902, capturing 62 rifles and 8,000 rounds of

of this success Cordeaux had suggested that the
armed dhows- to hunt down gun-rummers, to

s

to keep up communications with the eastern

iy L JE T T A e I T T I SN T o
conn by doproponed thad the customs post esbablished at Hels in 1902

A

~ :

the base for bwo dhows whose costs would be covered by the

3 Tiwr iy R T P I T et i~ - N
1. BOmO. Dy swayne, O Fay 1903%, enclosed in D.GUM.I. to
1903, ond minute i 3

hereon by Lansdowme, n.d.; #.0. 2/81b,
11, 10 Sept. 1903; 1.0. 2/802, Swayne to Dansdown
150%, uno fi“;LO‘tHOLQOn by ul*l n.d.; #.0. 2/90

Swayne to Hill, 10 @Feb. 1904 minute by Swayne, n¢d.,

onn Admiralty to #.0., 29 Amp 4
2. ¥.0. 2/678, C.-in-C. ¥ast Indies tel. bo Admiralty, no. 49,

9C Lod Pealty f ?.O., 4 June 1902; Var O;ILce,
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was approved; volunteers Lo

aGuen collaciad

Cuist

oy R AR onre e Tled o7 Cram fhe retr 0
e Thie ahows WOIre calicd L0 [rom Lhe navy fehgte

¢ the ilrst dhow began
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A + o o e b
LeTrL /‘Jx 1(».;, W erc OIEHS

boundary in e collected sulficient customs revenue
nearly o meet thelr running costs and in addilion Swayne was convinced

5

that they were sz smugglersy Conseguently,

suggested that Britian should equip six armed dhows to patrol the

J. . O - . | ., . .
. e 3 o v Fopms oy b 3 e ey b omemy ey I
Itelian coasty Cranborne had alreads

the Ioreign
Office, where the idea was well received' bui before any action could be

vaken, nevis was eventuall +y received, dn Cctober 190%, that the Italians

nad stationed three armed dhows on their coast, based at Bosaso.

Italy's tardy measures to stop the arms traffic were typical of her

activity in Somaliland. The impunity with which tne Sayyid reoccupied

T RE TR S Sy ey b gy 100 I etae e Jme e es Leamt T agfa A
Jilig aidter its destruction in 1904 showed that he was perflectly safe in
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L Us » UOrGCau . Uela
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to Cordeau
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3. ¥.0, Z2/¢ Uurﬁ@uw\ fel. to Lensdowne, n 4g, 28 Oct. 1902,
4 ey ~ e T e . Nt A e o e Y NPT hEeTa e
4. F.0. 2/969, Cordeaux to Lansdowne, no. 234, 28 Feb., 1903, aud

2
no. 28, 16 kar. 19035 Lensdowne tel. to Cordesux, no. 21,

no. 136, 31 Oct. 1903%; P7.0.
no. 60, 12 Dec. 1903.
sept. 1903; Swayne tel. to Lansdowne,
lhuDOTHC, 17 June 1903, on Beritie tel. to
1/ June 190%; #.0. 2/816, Lensdowne tel.
foreign affairs note to Bertie,

to Lansdowne, no. T8 Africa,

tel. to Lensdowne, no. 60,
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rotetiorate and chiced Cn tae vwo Mijeritein sulbans.
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prepared to stond up to the Sayyid. In Obbie, Al
i

e - ey -5 I -~ 8 s -+

nad been and in his desire to

ey e o e T lemm S Tl <
garrigon from Galkayu in July,

N . 1

- - o b Sy A Ty . T Ty ,
leaving the Sayyid. In the north, Osman Mahmud's
1y ’t} PR Bta Feny }:‘“’ e N N N el L=t R R AR o S At - Mt e o t’ Sy 1 £ ~l
SULIOrILy OVel Nis peoplie was insuiiicient to counte aAcCT ne poweriu

influence of the Seyyid's supporters® and even the Ttalisas came Lo a

ot
P
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s
i)

his boasted nostility sgainst the Sayyid had been quite ineffectual”
altbough ne had been shrewd enough o exiract a good deal of British money

out of them. It was clear that the Itslians would not atitack the Sayyid

and the fact that an Italien warship had merely played spectator while

Zritish lorces caplured Illig in ITtalian territory led to lavghter in the
7 £ ] S I 3 4 dey, TS L 4 7T}y =
souse ol Commons and ridicule in the Itelisn opposition press’ This

offended the Italian Government and they had to be mollified by an
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icial stavement 1u, the douse of Commons that:

uly 1904; D.19.0.

by Swayne, n.d.,
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i to Lensdowne, no. 95,

Lansdowne 13 May 1904;
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¢ Lansdowne, no. 50 Africa, 30 July 1904.
. Hansard, 4th series, 1904, cxaxiii, 1439, question by Hobhouse,
vid., cxxxiv, 110, question by Hobhouse, 2 HMay 1904;
e tel. to Lonsdowne, no. 42 Africa, % May 1904;
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s a base for military

. 1ot otherwige have been cgrried out

casonable to get sntangled in expensive

she could have been less rigid and
for Britain to cross the border. There

nowever, who were galled by the fact that when they had all

efeated the Sayyid he should be able to find asylum in Itelian

rritory, and Lansdowne 1old his ambassador in Zome that there was

‘a pretty strong feeling that throughout our troubles in
2o ,
s

I
ard +n
Somali iland one

: not nelped us as Jhcy might.12
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Llemer

10p~ with Italy in regard o Africa
ad her entire failure to prevent the

rritory as a baze for Wopﬂiring the
sted on him dn British possessions.
sltions were reversed we should be held regpongible. !

damnages

1L the

EAN

che Ver Office, the new Director of

litary Operetions (who had
laced the Director-General of Mllitary Intelligence) Major-General

e

i James Crierson argued that

#.0. 2/908, Lansdowne %el. %o Bertie, no.
A4th series, 1904, cxuxddv, 759, answer by
un“ﬂ£~becr0uary, F.O.), 9 May 1904
.00 2/908, minube by Lansdowue, n.d., on
22 Apr. 13045 ¥.0. 800/1%%, Leusdownc Lo Buerbi
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(nly 42 soldiers or levies were

ckilled or wissing, bud

rton had been euploying about 8,000 troops at

el
' 3 - [T T S S VA - e «»»«L«(’ BATAEE S E N P - T 3 £
approximately £115,000 a month’ nllerent figures have been given for
the fotal sum involved. Jardine, writing . in 1923, said that Maoning's
and rion's expeditions cost £9 million?  Fore recently, I.M. Lewls

menticoned a i

Mese{igures appear to be exaggerated al“hou gh actual figures
are hard to discover for the amounts voted in parliament do not agree with
the army appropristion accounts During the period when the War Office

was responsible (that is, @uring Menning's and Egerton's cempaigns) a

£

5

. . 5
total of £2,650,000 was voted by parliament for the operations, and an

. . . s 7T .. .
extra ulO 000 was carried forward from the Foreign Office vote. IManning's

o . - B . -
expedition was said to have cost @SO0,000 and, aflter igerton left, the

. - 9 e o
rrison provably cost QJO OOO; this leaves the sum of

o casualiles din May seclion of volume; W.0.
D. L, casualty list
series, 1904, cxzxe, 551, answer by Arnold-Forster,

02 teb.

3‘. Jof&if‘e

4. }.ﬁ. Lewis, o, 73,

5. Joyse~-Bortlett, o ‘ 189.

6. Ath series, 1904, cxxxiv, 1162, answer by Arnold-Forster
(o 7 Z T3 H b b

1904; ibid., 4th series, 1905, cxlii, 206-8, speech by
ecreturv to x.o., 2 Mar. 1905, ‘
tel. to Cordeaux, no. 117, ¢9 ec. 1902.

4

1903, cxxv, 3%97-8, answer by Brodrick,

-



to the appropriation

orn the Somali exneditiongT If

Hinm
wiils

ibution and deduct £780,000

e temporary garrison, we are

n's expedition. This does
nol include any
Although the expedition had cost over £y million the Sayyid was
still alive and free, somewhere north-west of T11 lig. In late April

eports estimated his followers at 1,400 and his rifles at

- N . - r - N .y i 2 , N . o - - .
between 600 and 1,0007 Lgerton cannot nave been satisfied with this

but in his {inal despatch he tried +o put the best interpretation on it

: -

snd laid the blame on the Isslians:

critical moment.

thie capbure of tho

704, 1i, ‘Army Appropriation Accounts 1902-1303,
?xtrw Charges borne by AP%V VOTES 1902-

Stotement of

1905, in consegquence of L. Pspers 1905,
xivi, ditto for L)O§~?; tto for
1904-5; & 1907, aAccounts

19505-1906, States
:lilend and gg‘U*
106/2 ;o/yv1¢. 5“
1‘5/25&

LuS,

re in the Colonies,
lxiv, ditto for 1906-7.
by 26 Apr. 1904;

ond
1
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Horoun would

g ¥ 1‘1 At ~
in &ul "“u

S¢ his prestige and
his own , It is this
SO narrowly missed owing to the want of
o' 5t the end of March. 'l

The troops were already leparting and the next day, on 31 May 1904,

i
1. ©.0. 2/908, Bgerton to Army Council, 30 May 1904, enclos ed in W.0.
to F.0., 5 July 1904 -
2., W.Q, 106/256/xv1ii, 53, 1oapna1 entrics for 17 May 1904 and
51 May 1904. The g N 's expedition will also be
found in: Jardine, 1] of Somaliland, pp. 124-155:
' Foyse-Bartlett, The A rican Hifles. pp. 183%-190; War Office,

Officiael Tistory..., 36-5045 F.L. Owen, 'Yhe Somaliland
Uperations June 1903 19047, Journal of the Tnited Services

Institution, xlix (1 9057, 169«182; f@rl. baours 1705 1V1 (4h9/,

'D spatches, &G, rﬂwafo'
from the 18th Januax

)1 “&3 x:aj, leLt,.
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Yhe decision

vas largely Arnold-Forster's,

about the considerable criticicm voiced in

17 ' 3 s 1 ~ e Ty
A0 was obvigusly conce

1e wrote tp

-
(o3

]
N £ "
19047 and on 2 March

parliament in Pebruary

Grierson, the Ulirector of Military Operations:

"It s obviously most uwndesirable that the present . cxzpenditure
flliuclw

be »lad to know wﬁat... would be ithe real loss to
Lther locally or “eﬁvrailj, if, at the end of this
to give tne order to the force o withdraw Lo the

0ops? AT Uhe same Vime, Dgerton himself recommended that they should

N T B e A S N ey e o S TR
e witiaravn, partly for the sake of their health

Forster re

'T am pinion that tne {ime has come when we must reconsider
» whole question of our operations in Somsliland. T am
clear thatl we cannot continue to spend no ney indefin itely, and

I see no reason Lo believe thatl unless some considerable success
be obtained during the next few weeks, we shall be able to make
any further impression upon the Mullah, or to pursue our .present

¢
i -
2. Operations, 2 Mar. 1904.
3. . son, Y Mar. 1304, copy.
4. ﬁ.b. (j/*jOSq ;éurtuu uol to H.O., 15 Mar. 1904, in Cabinet print,
N M .
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We cannot

3 e e 14
L OSENGE s e e

el o

-

rotectorates, ag

war Uiidce, I am convinced
clgn con be brought to a termination

©

©old to send his troops back to their permanent

e

irom a

sined to hold the Berbera-Bonotleh line”
1. ’”/6)/ i3, Cabinet m by stor, 18 rer. 1904.
2. 41/29/9, Balfour to Laqbku r. 1904,
z, 51/70/62, Cabinet
. ! 7 PN -
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period, wiich had begun wivh pwayne's

in an end. for nesrky
Sayyid nad witistood le dritish end he was still not trnoroughly defeated.

de nad proved himsell a leader with military genius, diplomatic skill,
purpose. Nimple and

and Marming, end nad

e

to vattle except when it suited him. Although

PRI B I = R R T ST
usually avoilded being
¢ A

e had coerced many Somslis fto follow him, and althougn he was undoubtedly

tyrranical, strict and harsh in his rule, his religious objectives and his

appeal to all Somalis, regardless of clen, had won to his cause men from

o~

all clans and gualified him to be considered the fdirst modern Somali

i S s ST

nationalist. - fHis gift for organising his followers, in a dervish

brotherhood which fook no account of clan or lineage gwroup, nad created

L

which none of the disunited clans of British

] . 3

to stand. Dr. I.7. Lewls has ably summarised the

somall mind and deeply stirred
the imapinat with all their traditional
democracy, 1 clse, unswerving strength of
purpose and unwevering determination. - Tyrranical he mignt
ve, but to many Somali, toough not all, nis Tyrrany was
' s a noo'“ end

T
;hese qualities the leader of

gniiicent rhetoric
and poetry with which he'uenounoc nis ;oas 80 scathingly

3
found a ready response amongst nis countrymen. The excitements
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. A
restock having
Jor 1 have
s show
increased, '
“he @most tnrough having veen the

e S iy e e e T T+ adr e e A L S
princlpal in tne protectorate. The British had nmede their
country the main scene of operations and the Sa yid nad broken down their
o

nis dexvishes renounce their clan and family. ‘The

g ; FUR a s 5
1

vies! livestock had been devastated by raids, militery requisitions

oy ’ . . . '
ransport camels ) Meat supplies, the raiscon d'etre

and staple product of the protectorate, were increasingly difficult to
obteln, and measures had to be enforced o limit slaughter and export to

. ]
avoid any further decrease’

Irade had surfered severely from five years of distu rbance. in
)9-1900 the total value of trade in the protectorate had been £844,878;

ne Sayyid's war began, the total dropped to L£757,978.

iherealter 1t continued to decline, apart from misleading rises in 1905-04

b

,.

1. 7.0, 2/908, swayne to Hill. 21 Apr. 1904 Wax Ofrice Librar:
/ s ¥ 3 by ’

’J@Lr‘e f the Principal Bvents connected with Somamldils and?',
N ;

£

P / o i N
w.b.n./Journal/x1x), 24, extiract from staff

2. to Jiill, 10 Feb. 1904; ¥.0. 2/908, nemo. by
N, 1904, enclosed in Igerton to Lansdowne, 29 May
also 1 in CAB 37/71/79.
5 O, 2‘816, ﬁw@jne to ill, 10 Sept. 1903; 7.0. 2/907, Swayne to
Lansdowne, no. 25, 9 Feb. 19 504.
4. F.0. 2/758, Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 149, 19 Dec. 190%; #.0.

2/868, LuﬂoQO'nv to Swayne, no. 65, 19 Feb. 1904: 7.0. 2/869
3 H /3
, negulatlono no. (1904,, 11 Jdlf 1504.



soldicrs. When they

of trade 25 the total
sanx to 24064,560. In fact, for the whole period of Eor@igﬂ Gffice

o

oy e ey em { R T e P T e apby ey e P S R
control, from 10 Getober 1898 to 1 anril 1905 wihen tne protectorate

SR T ATy P B S B o oW RO S SR PR T oo T e (T £
passed Lo the Coloniel Gifice, +the nighest annual total trade figure
el TN e 07O P, R SN . R
LOAG, 000 ) was L1869 less pete] ,L,x.gtll(; reacned while the

protectorate nad been governcd This was contrary to the
mac ool o Comemer o e e T 000 el e T sy A e A 3 e et
LeasunanLe lorecasts ol 1oY8, and zlithough the decline ig partly

attributable to the Djiiboutil railw 7ay which was throttling Zeila, the msin

‘» " N pe ~ P VR TN G 1 4.7 o -3 -1 B -~ 3 1
cause was unquestvionably the war with the Sayyid.

The revenue fl sures fell with the trade figures. In en attempt to
meet the increasing cosis of administiration customs dues were raised, but
in vain.

S T R,
&t D, revenuc

\wz dutie

L. ort, 1500-01, enclosed in Sadler to
Ol; Trade Report, 1900-01, enclosed
4 161, 25 Nov. 1901 &and minute thereon
22 1 2/477, Coniidential Report, 1900-01,
ots 1 no
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2, Annusl
in Cordeaux (colonial
C, 7 Sept. 1905 "easury to C.0.,
C.0. 5% ot QOj—Oo
ilevin, no. 160, 21 Sept. iyu6 The Times,
quav of Sow

@il Coast Protecloratle;
consular report on uOﬂlejwnq, 1501-02.
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ne to

kK to take oifence, they decided

‘delusions', 'hysteris!

tunity of 'smowing thai he is -1 im Yo be - of. sound

he belicved he had

knew more avoutb country than they daid and ... they were impatient

with him because they could not get him to agree to their views and

e big question facing the Government concerned future policy.

should they now withdrew to the coast, leaving

L

e

to protect the clans

wno, in 1901, had

(‘?'

protect the clans wa

w

in honour depart.

cwayne still believed in it. Ii Fevruary 19504 he wrote to Sir Clement
Hill:
b

lovme, n.d., and -
“br 1904, on W.0.
: and

#.0. to ﬁ.O., 15 @pr. 1504,
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id Indien policy of non-interveniion;

should extend her active proteciion beyond the

though. there were no ireasties of

protection with them. te velieved that il there was to be peace in the

ok

protectorate the Dolbohanta would have to be detached from the Sayyid but

he was convinced that they
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punishm

return of

. - ot
Jaoa— Lo P o5 e
my Iirst expedition.'t<
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In arguing for the cxtension of protection to the Dolbonanta Swayne

Wa.s expounding views similar to those suggested by

A

erton pelfore he

3

firmly squashed? Tet

[0

In the Foreign Office,

minuted:

£.0. 2/907, Swayne to Hill, 10 Feb, 1904.
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e R T P SN R LU | -
der raad ggaingt the Cgaden,

L L, P - S ) .
ohie Addasalla was postooned, Smithemarn was

issued wore arme in the west’ meeting took place at Jijipa at th

end ol March 1905; a settlement of all old claims arising from Ogaden-

Ishaak feuds was agreed upon, repres ontatlvev of the clans sizned a peace

ement and Ras Makonnen ””OmLSOQ to disarm the Gwaden?

Swayne's defence scheme was not solely concerned with the Ishaszic. te

I rievys 1A s e e A by Ty T e ey e e i 3o R T« P )
2y 10 he could persuade the Dolbohanta to desert $he Sayyid, the

s-indluence in Hthe protectorate would disappear.

sried to detach the Aligheri, the among wnom the Sayyid had
. . . ~ e L4 .

grown.up, and other Dolbohanta dervishes, from their master. The plan

was cuccensful and Lligheri wefugees begen drifting into Bonotleh and

However, on {leeing from the Sayyid they had to leave their

O

1. & 2/869, M,;l, 1 Sept. 1904
eport, 7 \ 904, and marginal notb

euuiusod in D.LO. to ¥.0., 8 Oct. 1904,

2. ®.0. 2/870, swayne to Crowe, 19 Sept. 1
no. 169, 2 Dec. 1904 and no. 213, 13 Doc.~l90g;

5 25 Jan., 1905,

3, C.C, S)J/l, meport by flornby, 4 Apr. 1905, enclosed in
Lytteiton, no, 147, § Apv. L>OH. ~

4. F.0. 2/869, Swagne to [1il1l, 1

; 100 2/909, intelligence
thereon by Swayne, n.d.,




he could only achieve & wholesale

4,000 Lo provide new livestock for ithem.

thought that £10,000 would be o gmalil price to pay for

suct an adventase” but lhe

P N [8
asury were reluctant to provide the mnoney .

neri continued to come over, and by January 1905 Swayne had over

als hands and wag relterating his

4

the 210, 0007

freasury rinally consented’ and Swayne was able to

Tt

neet the needs of the Alipgheri and other Dolbohanta refugees? fe planned
: A I

to withdraw the Habr Toljanle and Habr Yunis from il Dab and Bohotleh, and
to hand over these posts to the Dolbohanta refugees, thus identifying
thelr interests with those of the administ tration; | he thought a monthly

/
subsidy would guarantee their loyal behaviour.

in 1905 Bwoyne developed a new scheme for the Tshaak. Copying
the enony e mod re pl to fowmn harouns or vosth encanpinents wnere
all Lhe clancmnen would be sathered wibh tncir familics and {locks,

Fhie would aveid small, cutlying groups while

QL ehnsive

L. E.U. '90’, intelligence sumnmary, 6 Ocb. 1904, enclosed in Sviayne
‘ me, no. 142, & Ochb. 1904, and minuwics Lhereon by Crove,
and Fenning, 25 Oct. 1904; F.0. 2/875, 1.0. Lo Treasury,

2/ OCL. 1
5 Hov. 1904.
2. 0. /a7y, Treasury Lo .00, 25 Hov, 1904.
A. 0. d/));, Swugne to bunsdowne, no. 37, 25 Jan. 1905 and no, 66,

105, cicloned din Swayne to
GOWHE . N0 .
6. BLDL P Mwayne C.00 5355/1, Swunyne

to Lanndowie, no,
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501 Lo oo tluu L850 all avvocks s WOoIe the men would dnd
compelled to combine in delence of their [locks and herds Chroro
Is i i 1 & (&G 84U JECH I SWEYTIC
. Srmense o e e e e et i .
attached dmense dmportence Lo the haroun scheme’ Yhe {irst one was o
.
[N . N b e erg 3 o N — ey v} N L TR K -
ve orgauised by Hessaldar-iHajor Musa farah™ (the most inllucntial man in
.
i socovding Lo Dwaync) smong the Habe Yunio owound bor. Towos
Tevrires oo b Loy maie e GO0 el S Lt i Y Y o
bo be Larpo ecnoush Lo muslbor 1,000 rillenon dn sn coorsoneys ot of
s ICVIRNETEYE AL . i sy . /5 : i ‘ )
Prve SLOLOO0 Abipchiowd pononh vy unods Lo Pinonce DL oo Lhin dnboobion won

wienn ol Dol and Bobioblolh woers handoed over Lo Lho Lol bohinribe Bho

Ishaale garrisons would f&ll back to join. the neow haroanof There was

/

cons 1dwraule opposgition to ithe scheme from the clansmen but by June 1905

orting moderate succegs, and was already handing over

-
43, 7

il Dab and Beohiotleh to the Dolbohanten

LY 5 g LTy
) W&J’ e wag ¢

Despite these successiul aspects of the defence scheme, hnowever, its

success was doubbful. The fundamental presupposition on which

=
<l
b
o
F
[
a

RN C.G. 935/1, bBwayne o X.5.7. Mecrae (political offi k/a 22 reb.
1905 and 25 Feb. 1905, and Swayne tel. to 1. omitncAuﬂ \duolSuanu

11 Mar. 1905, all enclosed in Swayne to Lansdowne,

T s

ol S Bt (D
e

\,"‘«

.

Farah's cwreer will be found in Jardine, The

Fullah liland, pp. 511-31

¥.0. 2/93%, Swayne to Lensdowne, no. 60, 16 Feb. 1905; C.0. 535/1,

to Macrae, 22 leb. 190%, enclosed in Swayhe Lo 8

0] 1905, '

4. 0. ~/955, Swayne tel. bto Lansdowne, no. 8, 9 Mar. 19

o Gwayne, no. 17, 18 Mar. 1905.

5. B.5.P., Swayne to Berrington, 18 Var. (71905).

6. ¢.0. 5%5/1, Smitheman tels. to Swayne, 11 Mar. 1905 s
1905, boih enclosed in QU&fue to Lans downe no 130, 19 Mar. 1903

7. C.0. 5%5/1, bwayne to Lytie $ June 19
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6,000 followers and 2,000 xiiles walch led

1o mows, whal our Government knows, that he 1s
- 3 v .
powerless.' These [l.ures wexe exaggerated, but tnere was no doubting
that for there were skirmishes with nis ilalos at
. - 4 } R - = o~ 3
Tlalin and near Domo, in late June, and in July several reporis O the

writing to the Forelgn

! LS a1 5 L

being near Kallis< As early as 27 July 1904 bwayne was

the Mullah is still a constant menace to

(]
b
by
}_..’.
o
©

the Protectorate. ! e believed that he still had 1,500 rifles, that he

that his prestige in Someliland stood as
o

had cver stood. To make matfers worse,

-

leaving Mudug and the southern Haud open

id. in view of all this, Swavne. hinted that Government policy

would have to be changed; so long as the
1. .0 L./Journal/xix, 16, stell diary entry, 135 Junc 1904 0.

. O
/908, Swayne tel. to Lensdowne, NO. 5, 17 June 1904; stelf diary
entry, 30 June 1904, encloged in D.M.O. to #.0., 20 July 1904.

L 0. /908, Swayne Lo Director of Intelligence, ¥W.0., 17 June 1904,
Tunch, 1% July 1904. : /copy -

F.?. W/908¢ inbelligence report, 22 June 1904, encloscd in L.

> 1.0

to 7.0., 13 July 1904; W, 0.0, /Journal/XLx, 24, journal entry for
J ne _L_ )OA—

?.0. 2/909, intelligence report, 16 July 1904, enclosed in D.M.O.

~

to .0., 8 hug. 190435 intelligence report, 23 July 1904, enclosed
in D..CG. to .0, 1D 1904.




i or noesr the Mogal the resulsr troops could nobt be

) . .. \ i
no stomach for resisting him.

.
B I Ty L S St P 3 o~ ‘“, - T e . - ] [ RR . 4 . N S
Turing August the Sayyild secms bo have stayed ocutside the British
.
ovotectorate;  dn September he seems bo have crossed the frontler brielly,

?

and then to have tirved to the coast wihere he reoccupied Illig Here

he wos able to import more arms and ammunition, while there wex ¢ obher
1 H

By

reports of arms reaching him through the Warsangeli as well as through

Bosaso. imring September and Octeber dervish reiding parties began to

reappear, both in the British protectorate, as far west as Wadamago, and
gouth of the proteclorate among the Ogaden? By December Swayne was

reiterating that he could not ‘accept the comfort of the conclusions

. 4 .
1o the powerlessness of the Mullah'?

Ay bhe danger of the dervish ralds increased Swayne lound thal he had
L. .0, 2/908, swayne to Loensdowne, no. 88, 27 July 13504,
2. F.0. 2/909, intelligence report, 8 Aug. 1904, enclosed in D.J4.0. to

e
W.0., 3L Aug. 1904 Swayuc to Lonsdowne, no. 96, 12 Aug. 1904;
t Llisence report, 41 Auy. 1904, enclosed in b.1i.0. to 1'.0.
140 intelligence rﬁﬂort, 7 Sept. 1904, ond minute oy

opt. 1904, on intelligence diary, both enclosed. in

., O Oct. 1904.
Sweyne tels. lo Lensdowne, no. 42, 26 Aug. 1904, no. 58,
. and no. by, 2 Oct. 1904; telegraph report {rom
sace officer, ©1 Dab, 11 Sept. 1904, encloseu in Swayne to
no. 116, 13 Sept. 1904; intelligence sunmary, 10 Oct.
sed in Swayne to lansdowne, no. 149, 13 Oct. 190%;

SULIATY 20 Cet. 1904, enclosed in SBweyne to Lensdowne,

' no. 16 ot TOA* intelligence veport, 30 Oct. 1904, enclosed

wné, no. 171, 3 Nov. 1904.
to Lansdowne, no. 201, 7 Dec. 1904.

in pwayne
B Wi ate
4, .0, 2/909,



S bt ) 1

ingufliicient mounved v DI rotect the clans ana ng ugked penn rizsion to

BRI

or Z00 mounted ilelos to collect informatlion, prevent raids and

vy - SR . YA Iy : S 1A < 4 v Y )
ursue rolders. a5 Bhede wWwould oe 1n addition to men 0l o ...
Fo e e N T L Y o N T B S 2 T A T S ey e
Lriis VU Lo oe & COREITURC Lroun ne i)oij,c‘}f a5 lald do‘r[{l, arid Tne j‘ \;_\,-.x_c;)fl

e 1 , ‘
.

refused the reguest ne veplied that his consent to that

policy, and his defcnce scheme, had been based on assumption
Y 2 3 e

that the Sayyid was crushed; as the Sayyid had mede a speciacular
s - oy o e e -~y 3am o Ty e g 4= NS el e - ¥ M T
recoverly, and as ais name snd prestige stood so high, the policy would
have to be revised. There was no question of the clans having to cope

with insignificant reids; they had to face 'enterprises on a considerable

!

et

¥
o

scale organised by the Mullah himself who, we know, disposes of 'some

1,500 to 2,000 rifles and can at will collect an indelinite number of men.!

situation. In

v . FNN
I osucn a

o]

1]

The clan defence inadequate

Sord Iunjabis would have to be retained beyond

-
w

IS [,
L &CTy DWHITTI

elve-nonth period for which they had been apyroved:

such views werce most unwelcome in the forei;

reminders werc zent (o Swayne to the effect that the occupation of the

Swayne to W.0., 10 Sept. 1904, enclosed i to
T no. 115, 10 Sept. 1904; 7.0. 2/909, Swayne

i

no. 58, 29 Sept. 1904, and mioutes thereon by Crowe,

U4 and Lansdowvme, 4 Oct. 1904; Swesme tel. to Lans saowne,
ot. 1904; £.0. 2/871, Lansdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 90,
45 Swayne tel. to Lansdowne, no. 62, 14 Cet. 1904; 7.0.
e to Lansdowne, no. 148, 1% Oct. 1904, and minules
thereon by Crowe, n.d., and Menning, 28 Oct. 1904.

G 2/870, Swarne to Le wdowne, no. 1535, 19 Oct. 1904 and no. 213,




Ofiice, however, were not having 10 g

semporvary measure for twelve

P Ly ey 1 « B e Nl
AYLLERLOr Wags O Gurely

situation.  Swayne was, and he was convinced inadv

. 5 S SO S e YT B 5
would be unable to defend themselves.

who believed Swayne to be too moderate had worked

4

+the DUo Ltectorate. belioved

sub~clans w@uldbprevemt their supporting one anothe

troops withdrew the Sayyid would be able to absorb
piecemeal until he controlled them all.
would cause to the prestige of the British, it would

precarious posi

almost inevitable. e solution, first suggested

embraced by Swayne, was Lo retaln a larger number of

officers in bhe interior, btogetier with a good milit

[
ek iy

troops would probably have to

tiiat the jealousies

ion on the coastline and renewed ho

frained as well as armed, and suificient to repel

i

. whe
g 2L I
NOLICHS . iie

foreign

o~

PR [ T B Eas
wWwibn e reallivies 0L whe

Tn Pebruary 1905 he and Hornby,

out & new policy for
between clans and

r and that once the

each of the clans

Guite apart from the demage this

d confine them to a
stilitiecs would become
by Hormby and latex
Pritish political
tia for ée wrilo would be
tack by the

any av

prolong treir stay in

the inbtevior, and 6 K.h.R. would have to be chenged to a non-Somali force

Swayne realised that he was asking for & modific
submitted that the Sayyid's revival made it 1 neviua

have tried homestly to fulfil the %Government's poll

would have gsucceeded il the dayyid had been crushed

-~

ation of policy but he
ble. He claimed to

cy, which he believed

;  but he had not been,

1. 7.0, 2/86 , Lensdowne to Lbwayne, No. 4518, 28
Tansdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 110, 12 Dec. lj
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control, s
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ectorate.

Africa an

1

. logicsl decision.

administration of ove

e

T h 2} -~ oo
nad passed to

Iow,

n Oifice

of looking after Somaliland.

Somalilend

troubles and

LANSdo

HOTIIL Y Lo

o

Langdowne,
no. 74, 25

.J 1.0. to

' e
Hadall b -

wne,

1
A

vs favoured

etention of

propou¢1 .

time these views

2d Lo transfer

The Foreirgn Office was hardly intended
rseas protectorates and over the past few

shedding tzcso appendages 1899 tholﬁiger Coast
the Colonial Oi’fioe5 and in 1904, the Central
1905, the Colonial Office had agreed to
sonmaliland
in the Toreign Off: solely lor the pur
the Colonial foice had no desire for
éubgested that be returned to India.

experience of Jomalilend and

21 lar. 1905,




Sl

? Lo the Colonial Office, It was
f vody wanted should pass to the

on fubure polley was thceelore to be

ol

N Pernt T et Ay et D e et vt Aar ¢
wd no fawmiliarity with past policy and

T the clrcumsbances, 1t secmed

: L nis way. There secumed no hope of
success in the old policy, for the Sayyid had reiturned to the warpatl

event of a peace agreement with the Sayyid could the

-

policy of withdrawal have any chance of success.

ely, such a

o

the unlikely mediation

to be concluded,

e Fom oy
ML 2797 36,
Frotectorvates in i
zdowne, 5 ¥

Tfer to C.C. ol T
Irica', ob. 190% and mi
1505. ‘ )

jzvﬁ,. :
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The Itelian policy of avoid 1nb cortfrontation with the Sayyid, and of

. s T o3 1 - g 3 L ':L.'v, 4 i L o~ i 1

regarding him as 'a nol ignoble rebel' had at last paid off. In March

1904 as bgerton's troops were chasging him out ol British fterritory into
the Italian protecltorate, he wrote to the Italians, asking lfor friendship
&

4
and permission to settle in their terrifory and expressing a wish for peace
The Italian press reported that the Sayyid had asked for Italian protectior

8 s i Tt bl . . e .
and mediation with Britain. Several factors made this approach attractive
to Italy. She was about to obtain full ownership of the Benadir ports

by oulright purchase i“Om the sultan of Zanzibar and good relations with

the Sayyid would make an extension of her authority in the Benadir ver

much eagier. Further, Swayne believed that the Italians had at last
decided that their Mijertein protectorates had potential whlch was

f

worth developing; it looked as’*Houga they were planning to oceupy
the important ports. Usman wﬂnmud might well offer resistance 1o

such occupation, and the Sayyid, if he could be brought under Italian
influence as a sort of headman while he wag weak and desperate, might

prove a useful ally for bringing pressure to bear on Osman Mabmud,

1. - Hess, fullah' and Northern Somalia', Journal of African
Mistory., v (1964), 415.

2. #.0 Lf/Go, Lensdowne tel. to Bertie, no. 57 Axrlca, 27 Apr. 1904
ggg_wlmgbﬁ report from Rome, 6 May ¢904n

=
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ey o oy oy R i
was pledsed thad

TGovernment

an consul at Zenzibar, and

Ny etens
W gl

previously

4

O

was appoeinted to lead the Italian mission

he was 5o be accompanied by Abdullab Shahri, the gun-

RN

in confinenment. two lef

runner whom the Tlalians

they

in Cetob

that month

e naa a

S Was

o)
o
;..J
}__J

1. Lewl
LA
904‘) 3
5
1904; Swayne
civate, 3 Dec.
2. July 1904.

sdowne, n.d., . on

S
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LS men no noestiic action aoanst the dervishes. At lhe
-
O Censtalowze and Abdullah Shahrl rolurned to Aden and
the reports. hod landed at Tllig whexre they met ihe

ictober. The Sayyid agreed to a

day truce

wilth the Ttelisns end Bijertein and formulated ceritalin terms for peace

In thege terms il wasg sgreed that the
uavyzu shonld receive Ttalian probection asnd that he should iive in the

no-man's land beltween the two Mijertein protectorates, an area stretching

from Ras Gabah to Garad. He also demanded freedom to irade, and grazing

rig hl:w in the

The prospect of peace was welcome news to the Foreign fojoe? o Hill

3 o EEEAN C el T P [EEANI SN
discussed the Sayyid's terms with ligerton,

vore acceptable in view of the policy -of withdzs.
4

S T S PN A et
Gric o L0 uhid uUeBTlc

vights in the Wogel, they recommended

14 would be 'bebter to give the Mullah what he will cextainly
otherwise itake for nimsell.’ Lansdowne concurred, and accepted the

~egtion that Pestalozza wasg the best man to act as British

rine) to Swayne, 31 Cc
76, 11 dov. 19045 F.O.
004, copyy Lansdowne 1o

N

to Lan ; 0

Lo 1.0., 31 Oct.

¢ LGV lQOﬂ

3. #.0. 2/909, minute by Hill, 2 Fov. 1504, on iden resident tel. to
1.0., 31 Oct. 1904, copy.
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Cegoyiuries wme byl
] wdﬂ)— (8 Was vOLa

nesotiator,

the preoposals offered a reasonable

basls for o setilement and was ordered to Aden Lo work out the details
.

with Pegtalozzal owayne took the attitude that as the Itslisns secemed

4]
i
=
©
Lot ag

o meke peace with the Bayyld whether Britain liked it or not, it wa

b4
ag well to be included in the agreement. The revival of the 'dead Mulla
t his defence scheme and he was ready to grasp at any chance of

peace, however slemder? e saw no fundemental obstsacle in the way of a
satisfactory seitle mumL: fe was quite willing to allow the Sayyid's
Tollowers to graze in the lNogal and he suggested only a few minor
alterations in the proposed terms. e wanted the agreement to state

subjected himself to Italy and that peace was

act of grace by Britain. e also wanted the

N

to sgree 1o disarm on condition that the British clans did so, but

he impossibility of disarming the Mijertein and Ogaden

1 - -

almost wuled out any hope ol -this. finelly, he recommended that

alovsa should not be entrusied with the conclusion of a
settlement with the Sayyid; he should be asked to arrange an gxtension

to the truce while tne Sayyid sent an ergo or deputation to nammer out

1.  #.0. 2/909, 2
thereon by Lansdowne, T Wov. 1904.

2. F‘b. 2/909, Lazwuowne tels. to Swayne, no. 100, 2 Hov. 1904 an
no. 101, 8 Nov. 1904. ) .

%, .0, /)O/, Swayne to Hill, dewmi-official, 22 Wov. 1904;

Swayne. to Crowe, 2 Dec. 1904; Swdyne to Will, private, 5 De

UOSJC, -

rr e

4. #.0.

Susyne tel. to Lansdowne, no. 70, 14 Hov. 1904.
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the details in consultation with British representatives’ The Forelgm

2
Office agreed o this, bub they were far less cencerned about the details
than Swayuce. Their chief concern was to establish 'friendly relations
with the Iullan on a lucbing basis.'! e medn thing' miauted Hill, ‘'is

5

ERR [ el A Y e s i & e T S
that ne should leave us & our tribes alone.’

~

Late in November 1904 Festalozza sailed off on his second visit to the
Sayyid. Tn his absence an event occurred wihich threatened to jeopardise
the whole negotiation. On 30 Wovember & group ol dervishes, probably :
acting against bhe Sayyid‘s‘@ishes, raided some British clans at El Dab.

Centrary to Swayne's orders some mounted infantry of 6 X.A.R., in an excess

of the truce and that Pestalozza's

be endangercd.  Swayne sent urgent letters, both by sea and

k)

overland, Lo Pestalozza, warning him, and to the Sayyid, putting the onus

‘

for breaking the truce on the dervishes. Strict orders were reiterated

to resbrain the troops in the protectorate. The letlers were probably

a

s

effective for reports were received that the Sayyid was punishing the

1. .0, 2/909, Swayne Lo H€ill, 16 Nov. 1904; Swayne tel. fto Lunsdowne,
i wv. 1904; 3wayne to Lansdowne, no. 1M, 16 Nov. 1904.

9, Lansdowne tel. to Swayne, no. 106, 21 Nov. 1904.
2.0, ?/9 )9, mimute by Uill, n.d., on Swayne to Lansdowne, no. 1N,
16 gOJ LVO%; Lansdowne to Swayne, no. )DO, 2 Dec. 1904.
to Lansdowne, no. 211, 9 Dec. 1904, and
tel. Lo Tonsdowne, no. 76, 10 Dec. 1904; Swayne
Tec. 1904.




o
i,
<

5 s ihi i hie b s e -
dervishes responsible, snd the truce certainly continued.

el thamLLL‘Q, for the surl had prevented his landing at

PLSLQJC/LQ

. Instead, put Abdullah Shabri ashore somewhere on the coast
am A e ey v PP T SN IS TP DR . Fals S T S . : B 2
and arrang Tor nim to bring & deputation Irom tht bayyit O Bosaso.

deputation lfailed fo appear, and although Pestalozza had

becn unable Lo arrange an exbension of the truce, an uneasy peace was

A

observed between the dervishes and the British and their clans?

Tarly in 1905 Pestalozza cailed back to Tilig, where, on 5 Maxrch 1905,

‘

he and the Sayyid signed a peace treaty.  The Sayyld made peace with the
Ttalians and their clans, the Tritish and their clans and the Ethiopians

and theirs. He was to live, under Italilan protection, between Garad

and RAes Gabah, and Italy reserved the right to instal a resident in his

Gerritory. Tpoe trade was allowed, but the Seyyiad and his people
solernly to shop bradi ing in srmg and slaves. The boundary of

concession in the Nogal was to run from jlalin via

Hudun reile to Domo, and the Sayyid renounce ed his claim to Botohleb
s &Y ¥
1 #.0. 2/870, Swayne to 7i1l, 29 Dec. 1904, extract.
2. F.O. 2’909, milbert Lo SBwayoe, 14 Dec. 1904, enclosed in Swayne to
Lansdoune, no. 220, 16 Tec. 19045 Swayne lels. Lo Dangdowne, noOs.

16 Dec. 1904.
Swayne to Lansdowne, no.

505, enclosing

W

o Swayne, 1 Ieb. 1905; ».0 1ligepce ?eport

feb. 3)05, enclos —d in Swayne %O _ 107, 190!

C.0. 53%5/1, 1.0., Burso tel. to ome L Mar. 5 and tel
to C.0., jﬁrd 1umdao Tnlantry, 11 1505, both enclos

Swayne bto Lensdowne, No. 150,
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411 dispules between the dervishes and others were to be referrcd to the

r_J

T+alian Covernment fox declsion,

Sestalozza took en influential deputation of

Llowens, GQP”JmuJTS of Abdulleh Shahri and three other
leaders, to Obbla and Bosaso, where they explained the peace terms to the
Mijertein. went on o Berbera, arriving in mid-Farch while

.

Swayne was away 1n the west on his way to meet Has Jalconnen. The

o A

deputation was mel by Ressaldar-Major Vuasa Yerah, Smitheman the assistant

and Valcolm Jones, the acting deputly-commissionex.

political of

Neither side nad plenipotentiaxy powers, but the peace terms were agreed

0 fﬁd certain points clarif Lﬁ@. In particular it was stipulated that
crvisn trade caravans in the Pritish protectorate would be limited to a

“

of ten men who would have to leave their guns behind at the

1. C Lo Lansdowne, no. 135, '905; C.0. 55574,
e e, 26 Mar. 1905, enclosed to C.0., 12 Apr.
1 o of Africa by fread il Ln.), iii,
1 eninsula, pp. 118-120; les talien
C pp. 153-4; Hess, 'Ihe I Tullen' and
il ', f vnal of African History, v (1964), 4225 Lewis,
Tl vy of pomaliland, Pp. 72-4; Jardine, The Mad Fullah

of & ’..f” Up. ¢)6 9, .5, Caroselli, Fexrro ¢ 1Twoco in Somalia
Q An Italian Green Book containing bhe

c [ ocumenti Diplomabici, no. XXVII, 1904-06, 'Somalia
1t &ﬂa QCquﬂbfL(nwle ) will be found in C.0. 555/7, in the

/ /H PestaloZZa tels. o Swayne, 16 Mar. 1905 and 17 Fax.
Loth enclosed in Swayne to Lansdownb, no. 1%0, 19 lar. 1905.
190%; Swayne tel.

valcolm Jones to Lansdowne, 24 Mar.
31&\3 to Lansdowne,

ozza, 17 Hax. 1905, enclosed in
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ratilication by Lhe Government. In essedce, lhey agrced to it

. : L, . L . .
Pestalozza vas awarded a K.C.1.G.% There were, however, some points

which they considered badly or loosely worded, and others needing

in a sunplementary

gx“

clarification. These poinbs were elucidated

Britain and Italy which, affer lengthy

discussions, was finally . od by an excrasngze of notes on 19 IMarch 190
H a
In Somalilend, nowever, the peace took effect immediately, in 190%.

owayne believed thatl the desertion of the Aligheri and other Dolbohanta
had been sn important factor inclining the Sayyid to ways of peace and

pleasantness. The Seayyid had tried to stop the desertions by executing

a numboer ol influential clders, but they had continued, especially after .

CLWAYNe Was to spoend the Aldgherd gront. As he could no longer tris

obnnbo, who wade up Whoe najorily of his followers, the Sayyid had

LE owine Lo omalke ponce. swoyne was aloo anxlous Lhat the peace

appear Vo be, primarvily, & pcace betwesn. the dervishes and the British
Ty e EN PRI A A e i vy £ ey LN o s vy 11 3 :
clans, to wbich the British Covernment gave its approval. lie did not wa

it to seem 1o be a peace forced on the clans by the British, and for this

l"C ason he refused to ingist on a

wgestion of Pestalozza's that lusa

Faran's daughier should be married to Abdullaeh Shahri, although he hoped

nt

1905, encleosed in #.0. to €.0.,

Qup, Her

Axr.
N ;

.
v
961; 'fhe Somall Pen
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nt policy in the Britis
rata, Before iLo conclusion Swayne had been despairing O the

policy of wilhdrawal and hig delence scheme, and he had

k i
witdtia scheme as o solution. he peace changed all this, T

news ol the pesce to London he added that 1t would now
probably be unnecessary Lo modify the policy. ' ‘Iwo deys later he wrote

1 am prepared to give a further and fuller trial to the
carrying oub of ils Majesty's Government's policy of non-

intervenbion dn the interior , without modification of eny
kind, snd to provide ton the conbrol of the tweibes by
volitical Officers whose permanent location wonld be at the
Couuu, and whose duties would be carried -out by means of
periodical tours of ingpection and by thelr presence for
stated poriods with training camnps. !

+red the idea of a more regular, pald militia undexr a

o sbill prefl
cubs banbinl nusber of resident British political officews, but in view
of the peace he was propared Lo carry ou L with the Government's declare

!

wolicy. - e planed his hopes o his new haroun scheme and he hoped th

olocin o bhe Doloohantn renegade in Bonobleh and @i bab he could Wi

T
Ui A,ui

to his side and ewploy bthem as a bpulfer between dervis

1. 0.0. 9535/1, Swayne to Lensdowne, no. 130, 19 Her. 1905, no. 135,
3 1 ’ :
2

b
rar. ¢90f 144, 3L Mar. 1905.
2. ¥.0. 2/93%9, L. to Lansdowne, 17 Mer. 1905
3. C.0. 5%5/1, Lansdowne, no. 130, 19 HMar. 1905 and
no. 135, 24



dictating

ecactlons as to the

Y ey -
form 3 1A,
- Gt e ] e
800, L i

bie of wi LnnrawaL vould fail

would have

to be replaced
. .h .A.QLJ.L.LLM

u(JL‘

wnder resident political officers as previously
advocated by Bwayne i

n Gffice, ag we have noted,
the trouble of

SwWere sphal ad.

and its offect on policy. The Colonial
Oifice, who were riti v awkward responsibillit;

H . b
the hope b the

allowed themselve:
eace would zule oubt the need for

any claborate military
ATTeNgen

[RE12NN g
The Hreas

easuLy,

however, seized on the peace as an admirable chance for
©COnony . Mo sooner had the Colonial Cffice taken over
they recelved

a lecture in 13

prudence from Thelr

phe iLJUud‘ oi money poured into
thils worthlesy "in view of the
alarming growin ol iig and the unsatisfsctory character of
its hiatory in few years' Look the opportuni to point
cutb Lhsg |

‘,';i@;‘} of tho country has been b

vl Hhe

Mullah, which
~source of

catoned - and

should remove the ;
military disturbance by wihdich the Ir(u, ctorate
Lords trust that

Loie
o

o
[
E.A

the resullt of this
apparent in the }reugVuoLauo ﬂs timates. !

ration jiiny  S00IN

:.s 21 var. 1905, and minuties

hereon by
- A [
; C.0. 55574, minu

ther
te by lead, 21 bar.

24/ ’)), 4 Aur. 1905.



&
o/

-
e

i

e
1)

BT S
SRR IR

.
e

Llitiie

th

B
WL

-

showed

5

42
P
s

~
@
S
<
=
3

o

oy

e Governmen

il

e

e

-5

[

ER

O

-
e

-

b

2,17

19
i

cre

S

e

re

g
=

I

NG

a

rohe

U
W

La effecls,

of i

ow

SNVE 5101,

(93¢

~of wih

"

roductlion

RENWS

20

it

mo

r
A

G

e
[S2I RSN

e

tho

LY .
ar

L

A
a4

Aid.

rant in

I

£

N

of

icy

pol

4D

raingt

o

<2

20

re 1o

e

ories W

ict

1w

e
[IER3

i

-

eradl

Zhatel

Ly

1iv

ed,.

.

1L OnC

n 191C

i

Ll

Ol

awval

thdx

L7

Y

*
&
g
Y

i

L900-07,

e
35 4

o
JEL ALY

e




Ny

[y

Le oo

out

to v the cloci

&, \: u\‘.n j u
i

Rritain wished to confine to th

wase just as much part of a

™

Lish treasure veen spent in a

L was al ery well asserting that the inte
there was no intention of allowing the 3Sayyid,

bandoning

thatl

the interior was,

€ no vietors in this policy siruggle, only
T P I e I Pl ore the sulfercrs because
CI o OmA LT LAnG; LGy were Tne Sullercers ogeause

Bribtain could not ma 1T her wind whal to do with them. in‘lg}(}’),

§ however, when the prolsctorate passed to the Colonial Office, all seemed
sel fair for the old policy, the policy. of the 1830's, the policy of
confining Tei the coagtline aléne. Yel this was

X back. Tt was not her’

e coast, but her expenditur

British protectorate and ﬁrlulsn

43

sserting that protectorate.

~ior was to be evacuated, but

or any other power, to fil

in fact,

hall-hearted, indecisive,

e R T , s o R ,
penny-plnch ¢ wnicn had no interest in Lthe weliare oOr
-y A A e - ~ ol V2 TS N T el 4 7
- develo; of ifts subjecis or and and which only exerted itself
- . Ll Ty N o - ERSII.
WICrl 1U8 Owir paranoun bC\' was threatencd.
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Ois-GuillEHAL OF TNDIA 1870-1858

£y

Sarl of Vayo 1869-1872
Lord Noxrthbrook 1872-1876

- Marquess of Ripon 1880-1884
Farl of Dufferin 1684~1888
Marguess of Lansdowne 1888-1894

Zarl of Flgin 1894-1899
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-

deut.-Col. 1.3,

)

Lieut.-Col. %W.B. Yerris

7

Lieut.-Col. J.4. Badler

duLies Lo Lortoaux.,

o
ed

~Gen,

L-seneral although dn pr

o

385 cons

o

| ]
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L565-18Y7 consul and political

1887-189% consul and political

1893-1895 consul and political
1895-1897 consul and political

1897-1898 consul and political
1698-1901 consul~general

1991 acting consul-general

1502-1904 commissioner and cons

1904-1906 commissioner

S AL T 1
Cfor tne Sowaell Coast

rrey i A
agenty

agent

ul-general

oir C.C. Igerton acted an commissioner

actice e deputed his administrative
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(A) MANUSCRIPT SOURCLES

Foreign Oflice lapers, Dublic Hecord Oifice, London.

o ER) o

Colonial Cffice Papers, Public Record 0ffice, London.

Cabinet Pape

&
’.,)
®

5, Public Record Office, London.
Sanderson Papers, Public Hecord Office, London.
i

Lausdowne Papers, Public Record Office, London.

Bertie Papers, Public Record Office, London.

Lromer Iapers, Public Record O0ffice, London.

India Of{ice Records, Commonwealth O0ffice, London.
Salisbury Papers, Christ Church, Oxfoxd.
African Menuscripts and others in Rhodes House, Oxford.

Kenya Nalional hrchives, Nairobi.

sD SOURCES

Cabinet Prints.

Jowrnal ol lie Prineipal lvents Comnected with Somaliland.
Indis Office Records.

Reports on the Administration of the Bombay Presidency.

B
K
o
W
}_J
=g}

Parliamentary Papers.



10.

Periodicals.

Hansard.

Other Primary Sources.

II. SECCHDARY SOURCES

Books
Periodicals.

Maps and Atlases.

(C) UNPUBLISHED TYPESCRIPTS AND T

!

ekt

SES
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(A) MANUSCRIPT SOURCES

Foreign Office Papers, Public Record Office, London.

(a) 7.0. 78 (Turkey) Series:
(1) 64 volumes entitled 'Bgypt; claims to Sovereignty in
the Red Sea, Africa, and Arabia. (Somali Coast).' covering

the years 1825~18%8.

Volume numbers:

3185-319% 4077-4083 4526-4527

5364-3%566 4165-4169 4602-460%

34963497 4260-4261 4688-4690

5725-3728 4524~4325 47844786

58575862 ' 4402-4403 | 4885-4887,
4471

5971=59715

4978-4980

(ii) 7 volumes for 1899 containing draft despatches to
Scomaliland, despatches from Somaliland, telegrams and
miscellaneous correspondence.

Volume numbers:

5030-50%2 ‘ 5037-5040

(iii) 15 volumes concerned with consular affairs on the

Somali Coast 1881-1905.
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Volume numbers:

3534 5957 5033
3467 43517 | 5092
5586 4521 | 5236 -
3702 4675 53571
3851 4964 5435

(iv) A volume containing correspondence concerning the
somali Coast Order in Council 188751891.

Volume number:

4410
(v) 5 volumes of‘telegrams to and from Lord Cromer in
Lgypt which contain material on the Somali Coast.

Volume numbers:

451% 4389

4350 , 5089-5090 -

¥.0. 1 (Ethiopia)'Series:

(i) 2 volumes concerning Rodd's mission to Ethiopia 1897.

Volume numbers:

32-33



(e)

ol ‘ .

(ii) 5 volumes of correspondence with and about the
British agency in Ethiopia 1898-1901.

Volume numbers:

54-37 39

.0, 2 (Africa) Series:

3

(i) 37 volumes coﬁtaining draft despatches to Somaliland,
despatches from Sqmaliland, telegrams and miscellaneous

correspondence 1900-1905.-

Voluﬁe numbers: . - : . o SR .
512-317 - 616-620 868-875
. R

4764827 757-762 952-931

(i1) 11 volumes entitled 'Campaign (Somaliland) against the
Mullal Muhammed Abdullah.'  These contain a mass of invaluable
material on the campaigns: despatches, telegrams, memoranda,

minutes, correspondence with the War Office, etc.. -

Volume numbers:

809-816 o 907-909

(iii) 4 volumes concerning the arms trade 1901-1905.

Volume nunbers:

|
677-678 969-970
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(iv) 2 volumes concerning {ibre concessions in Somaliland.

Volume numbers:

784 983 ) ‘

(v) 2 volumes concerning the proposed railway in Somaliland.

Voluwne numbers:

802 905

(vi) 24 miscellaneous volumes dealing with financial matters,
regulations, military organisation, etc..

Volunie numbers:

252 439 T

253 544-545 865-867
260 541 947-948
419-420 ' 555—556 985

24 654-657 |

432 L TTT=T78

.0, 844 (imbassy and Consular Archives, Somaliland) Series:

One box containing copies of treaties.
Box number;

1
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Colonial Office Papers, Public Record Oifice, London.

(a)

(0)

(e)

C.0. 5355 Series:

Correspondence between the Colonial Office and Somaliland

from March 1905. 13 volumes consulted, covering the oo

.

" period to December 1908.

Volume numbers:

1-13 -

C,0. 534 Series:

Correspondence concerning the King's African Rifles from 1905.

4 volumes consulted for the years 1905-1908.

\

Volume numbers:

1, 45 9

C.0. 537 Series:

One volume concerming Wingate's mission to Somaliland 1909.
E » ,
This contains a number of extremely valuable reports with

information concerning the years before 1905.

Volume numberxr:

44
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5. Cabinet Papers, Public Record Office, London.
CAB 41 Series: f ..
Funotographic copigsrof Cabinet papers in the Royal -Archives.
These contain letters from the prime minister to the sovereign
describing the proceedings of Cabinet meetings and are
useful for learning the opinions of the primeaminister and
his colleagues. .
‘Volwne numbers:
18 , | 28-3%0
27 . 32
4, Sanderson Papers, Public Record Office, London.
Yne private papers of Lord sanderson, permanent under-gecretary
at the Forelgn Office 1894-1906. A few marginally useful
) letters and loose minutes and dccasional miniéterial minutes.
In the ¥.0. 800 Series. |
‘ _ ‘
Volume numbers:
1-2
-5, Lansdowne Papers, Public Record Office, London.

These include personal papers of both Lord Lansdowne and
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sanderson for the years 1898-1905. Useful on occasions
for Lansdowne's private correspondence with Liord Cromer in
_Cairo and Sir Irancis Bertie and Sir Bennell Rodd in RHome.
1Y

In the '.0. 800 Series.

Volume numbers: ’

il5 , : ’ 132-13%%
123~124 . 145
6. Bertie Papers, Public Record Office, London.

Private correspondénce between Sir Francis Bertie, ambassador
in Rome and Paris 1903-1918 and the foreign secretary.
Occasionally these papers throw more light than the

official despatches on Italian and Ethiopian affairs.

Ti1 the F.0. 800 Series.

Volume numbers:

160 : 173

a

T. Cromer Papers, Pﬁblic Record Office, London. - .

Private correspondence between Lord Cromer and the Foreign
Office, Lord Northbrook at the Admiralty, other British

ministers, Hunter at Aden, etc.. Very useful in view of
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Cromer's long stay in Cairo, his responsibildity for the

.

evacuation of the Egyptian garrisons frpm the Somali Coast,
and the fact that the British Governments of the day sought
his advice on most North-Bast African problems. In the

.0, 6%% Zeries.

Volume nunbers: ~

4=5 7-9 11

India Office Records, Commonwealth Office, London.
2 b)

(a)

Tnese have recently been moved from the India Office Library,
King Charles St., %o a new home at 197, Blackfriars nd.,

London, S.E.1. Wnen they were in the India Office Library
{

it was a time-consuming and frustrating task to consult these

often massive an& decomposing volumes. | These difficulties

were compensated for by the large amount of very useful

information contained in ‘the records. Fortunately there 18
¥

a fairiy-comprehensive system of indexing despatches which

saves the need to wade through every volume.

Secret Letters Received from Aden:

Volume numbers:

45-47 -covering the years 1870-1874. b



Political and Secret Letters Received from Aden:
Together with the series above these contain most of the
impoxrtant correspondence about events on the Somali Coast

sent by the Aden resident direct to the India Office.

Volume numbers:

2~8 covering tqg years 1875-1899.

Secret Letters to India, Madras, Bombay, Aden, Muscat,

Persian Gulf and Zanzibar:
These volumes contain very little of importance.

-

Volune numbers: . 2

2-6 covering the years 1870-1874.

Political and Secret Despatches to India:

Generally straightforward -Lletters containing the decisions
of the India Office being transmitted to the Govermment of
India. Some volumes contain‘useful minutes by méﬁbgrs of
the India Office.

Volume numbers:

1 v , 9-14
-6 16-22

covering the years|1875—1896.
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Letters and Inclosures Received

Trom Bombay:

- India Office from Aden or Bombay.

Tnese volumes include a number of interesting‘annual reports,
explorétion reports and details of military expeditions in
Somaliland, sent [rom Aden to the Government of Bombay and
thence to the Im@ia Office.

Volume numbers:

29-32 57-59
35 - 41-44
covering the years 1886-1898. : .

&

Secret Letters and Fnclosures from Indis:

Volume numbers:

6-5 16-17 19

covering the years 1870—1824.

rolitical and Secret Letters and Inclosures Received from India:

Together with the series above these include the lengthy

7]

‘despatches sent from the Government of India to the India

Office. Fuch of the material is valuable, giving the views
of the Govermment of India on Somali questions, but some of

it consists merely of copies of letters already sent to the

! 3
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Volume numbers:

15 54-55 76-78
vomzl 5758 84-96
33 ' 60-63 ‘ ' 98~107
f1-43 6566 110
46-47 . 68-70 .
49-52 72-T3

covering the years 1875-1898, ‘ ;

(h) Register and Index of Political and Secret Letters from India,

Madras and Bombeay: : o o .
Consulted for the years 1876-1896, An essential .guide to .-

the volumes of despatches received.

-

Salisbury Papers, Christ Church, Oxford.

N

Lord Salisbury's private papers, very useful for discovering

his unofficial attitudes and personal opinions.. Two series

nave proved valuable:

Class A:
. . ) ) . ] )

Private correspondence whilst Salisbury was at the Foreign

Office, largely with his ambassadors, also with Queen

Victoria, FMost useful were the correspondence with Lord

Lyons in Paris in the 1880's and with Lord Cromer in Cairo.
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Volune numbers:

11 59 )

37 67 109
59 76 . 113"
51-55 85-84 125

Class I:

Special correspondence: Main series. Useful for occcasional
letters from secretaries of state for India (Lord Randolph
Churchill, Viscount Cross, Lord Geo:ge Hamilton), from
under-secretaries in the Foreign Office (Sir James Fergusson,
~and Lord Tenterden) and from his private secretary (Sir Eric

Barrington).

African Meruscripts and others in Bhodes House, OUxford.

4 small number of documents conoernihg Somaliland have been
deposited in Rhodes Hquse thanks to the Colonial,Records
FProject. Amoné these are:

Mss. Afr. 8 552, a typewritﬁen,janonymous 'History of the
Somaiiland Camel‘Corps', originally dated 1935 but with .
later additions.

Mes. Afr. S 553, 4 copy of the private journal of Herald
. . 2 '



swayne kept during his trip to arar in 1893; anothexr copy
is in the Public Record Office, in #.0. 78/4527. .
Mgs. Brit. Bmp. S 279, some papers of Sir firic Swayne. His

widow, Lady Yda Swayne very kindly searched these out for me

and allowed them to be deposited in Rhodes House. 1In addition

to & few papers conoefning Somaliland they aiso contain
naterial fr@m his later service in British Honduras and
during the first world war. The few Somaliland papers are
mainly copies of letters to be found in the Foreign Office
volumes in the Public Record Office, but- they do include
some persoral comments by Swayne as well as a private letter

v

to Barrington of 1905.

11.  Kenya Naticnal Archives, Nairobi.

.

Whe papers here are of merginal value as regards British
Somaliland. Correspondence with the sub-commissioner for
Jubaland in the East Africa Protectorate does contain a few ‘
references to rumours.that the Sayyid was moving south.

Among the volumes of interest are: :
C.P. 1, Intelligence Repbrts‘of the QOgaden ?unitive

Bxpedition 1900,

C.P. 5= C.P. 5, Jubaland outward and inward correspondence,

1896-1902.
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ree unreferenced files in 'bundle 3' contain Jubaland

miscellaneous Correspondence 1901-1902.



(B) PRINTED SOURCES

1. PRIMARY SOURCES. .
L. foreism Office Confidential Prints,
These are volumes of printed Foreign Office despatches, both

those sent and thoge received. Most important despatches
ére included although one seldom finds mihutes attached.

They can be useful for finding enclosures which are no longer
included with the original despatch. They are also useful
fcrrdiscoVering the occasional despatch missing from the
FPublic Record Office volumes, and they include copies of
despatches whose originals are in different series of the
fubiio.Record Office wolumes. They are a very useful guide

to the Fublic Record Office volumes.

A set of Poreign Office Cénfidential Prints dealéng with
Somaliland, almost complete, is in Rhodes House, Oxford.
Complete sets are in the library of the Institute of
Commonwealth Studiés,\University of London, and the Public

Hecord Office.

The two most useful series are:

D
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Correspondence respecting the Red Sea and.Somali Coast:

52 volumes covering the years 1874-1899.

Volume numbers:

1949 5531 6176
2432 5399 | 6296
3568 5467 , 6446
4099 | 5587 | 6567
4429 5659 | 6788
4627 5752 6952
419 5194 7044
4940 588% 7106
5057 o 5952 107
5149 6042 : 7318
5243 6133

Corresopondence respecting Affalrs in North East Africa
o Sl

and the Soudan:

In thisg series the 7 volumes covering the years 1899-1901 ..
are relevant.

Volume numbers:

15319 : wnir o 8181

7382 7645

7423 8126



owayne kept during his trip to Harar in 1893; another copy

is in the Public Record Office, in P.0. 78/4527. .

Mss. Brit. Emp. S 279, some Papers of Sir Lric Swayne. His ¢

vidow, Lady Yda Swayne very kindly searched these out for me

and allowed them to De deposited in Rhodes House. In addition
3

to a few papers concefning Somaliland they aiso contain
material from his later service in British Honduras and
during the first world war. The few Somaliland papers are
mainly copies of letiers to be found in the Foreign Office
volumes in the Public Record Office, but they do include
some personal comments by Swayne as well as a private letter

v

to Barrington of 1905.

11. Kenya Naticnal Archives, Nairobi.

The papers here are of marginal value asg regards British
Somaliland. Correspondence with the sub-commissioner for
Jubaland in the Fast Africa Protectoraie does contain a few
references to rumours.that the Sayyid was moving south.

Among the volumes of interest are: ,
C.P. 1, Intelligence Repbrts'of the Ogaden ?uniti#e
Expedition 1900.

C.P. 3 = C.P. 5, Jubaland outward and inward correspondence,

-1896-1902.
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Corvespondence respecting the Red Sea and. Somali Coast:
52 volunes covering the years 1874-1899.

Volume numbers:

1949 5551 6176
2632 5399 | 6298
3568 5467 6446
4099 5587 ‘ 6567
4429 5659 | 6786
4627 5752 6932
4796 579 7044
4940 5883 7106
5057 o 5952 07
5149 6042 7318
5243 6153

Correspondence respecting Affairs in North Bast Africa

and the Soudan:

In this series the 7 volumes‘covering,thp;years 1899-1901 o
are relevant.

Volume numbers:

7519 7547 . g1e1
7382 7645

7423% 8126
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Another series useful for information on the Zeilsa tribute

guestion was:

i

i

dinances of Huvph:

s

y

[ volumes covering the yegrs 1889-1891 are useful.

Volume numbers: ~ ‘ : SRR
5816 5987 - 680 .
5882 6026

5986 6047

Colonial Office Confidential Prints.

These are found in the Public Record Office Series C.0. 879.

Those listed ave prints of important memoranda or single -

letters.

Volume numbers: Title:
34 . 'Memorandum as to the Jurisdiction

and Administrative Powers of a-
Iuropean State holding Protec%orates
ianfrica', February 1891.
88 _ swayne to Lyttelton, 1% July 1905f
97 : ~ 'A Minute on the Soméliland Protéctorate'~i
| by W.S. Churchill, 28 October 1907.
98 'Wotes on NMr. Churchi%l's minute

of 28 October 1907', by Corvdeaux,
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28 December 1907.

Cabinet Prints.

In the Public Record Office CAB %7 Series. This contains
photographic copies of pfints circulated to members of the
Cabinet.  These are ﬁsually memorande. oxr reportg, sometimes
important despatches; Generally they are very useful,
There are o number of volumes which include ma%erial én
Someliland between 1884 and 1907.

Volume mumbers:

12 65 75
19 67 89
36 69-71

£

Journal of the Principal Events Connected with Somaliland.

This is an extremely valuable daily journal printed by the

war Office for the period December 1902 to mid-1904 when -

they were responsible for the campaigns in Somaliland.

It includes such things as copies of telegrams and despatches,
extracts from journals and intelligence reports. Parits

i-xviii of the jourmal are in the Public Record Office in



ndia Office Records.

L N - oo s e o e n . B . I P g
the W.0. 106/236 Series. Part xix is in the VWar Office
H °

i

Library in the old war Office building, Whitehall, where

it has a reference number: 1G - 34 (A.G.)

(b)

Political and Secret Department Memorandsa

]

4

Printed copies of treaties, collections of correspondence on

specific topics, summaries of certain subjects, reports,

3
notes and memoranda. Some are very useful, others(merely
copies of what may be found elsewhere,

Volume numbers: ‘ ’

B3 ' B41 _ B64A -
B8 BG4 ~ 346 B66 ‘
m/ ' B48 B69
B22 B5la B74

B27 364 B106

Bombay Political Consultations:

Printed summaries of consultations of

Bombay.

the GQvernment of

Useful for tr301n@ Somali Coast admlnlstratlon

ports mlSan& from the volumes of despatches.



Volumes used:

July-Dec. 1888 1894 :
1889 1897
1890 1898
1892 ' o ‘ -7

6. Anmual Reports on the Administration. of the Bombay Presidency.
Also useful when administration reports for the Somali Coast
are not in the India Office Recoxrds. These reports contain
sections on the Somali Coast, consisting largely of .statistics
and of other facts considered suitable for the enlightenment
of the public.
Volunes consulted: k
18841885 - 1893%-1894.

7. Parliementary Papers.

(a)

Reports on the state of the protectorate:

- ! ¥
These consist largely of statistical information.

Parl. Papers 1903, xiv (569), 'Memorandum showing the position
of the Four African Protectorates administered by the Foreign

Office in June 1903", Africa No. 9 (1903), /Cd.16357
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Parl. Papers 1904, 1xii (649), "Report on the trade and

commerce of the Somaliland Protectorate for the year 1902-3%,
Africa No. 2 (1904), /Cd. 1935/.

Parl. Papers 1906, lxxv (645 & 683), "Somaliland 1904-5', -

Cokonial Reports - Annual No. 468, /Cd. 2684-147, and
'Somaliland Protectorate 1905-6"', Colonial Reports - Annﬁal
Ho. 508, /Ca. 2684~54]. .

Appropriation Accolints: )

Useiul for discovering the cost of military operations in
Somaliland.

Parl. Papers 1902, 1xiii, 'Civil Service Appropriation

Accounts, 1900-01. Foreign and Colonial Services. Uganda,

Central and Bast Africa Protectorates, and Uganda Railway.

Report of +the Comptroller and Auditor General.'

Parl, Papers 1903, x1ii, 'Civil Service Appropriation Accounts,

1901~02, Foreign and Colonial Services. Uganda, .Central and -

- Bast Africa Protectorates and Uganda Railway. Report of

the Comptroller and Auditor Ceneral.!

Parl, Papers 1904, 1i, 'Army Appropriation Accounts, 1902-03,

§

Adpproximate Statement of Extra Charges borne by ARMY VOTES
1902-1903, in consequence of the WAR IN‘SONALELAND.'

Parl. Papers 1904, 1v, 'Civil Service Appropriation

Accounts, 1902-03. Foreign and Colonial Services. Ugand4,
¢
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Central and Tast Africa Protectorates and Uganda Railway.

eport of the Comptroller and Auditor General.'

Parl Pavers 1905, xlvi, 'Army Appropriation Accounts,

1905-04. Approximate Statement of BExtra Charges borne by
ARNY VOTES 190%-1904, in consequence of the WAR IN SOMALILAND. '

Porl. Papers 1906, lxvii, tArmy Appropriation Accounts,

1904-05. Approximate Statement of Extra Charges borne by
ARVY VOPES 1904-1905, in consequence of ~the WAR "IN SOMALILAND.'

Pgrl. Pavers 1906, lxxii, 'Civil Sexvice Appropriation Accounts,

190405, Foreign and Colonial Services - Uganda, Last Africa

and Somaliland Protectorates, and Uganda Railway.'

Parl. Papers 1907, xlix, 'Army Appropriation Accounts ‘
1905-06. Statement of Military Ixpenditure in.the Colonies,
Somaliland and Egypt, including the value of the stores. \

supplied thereto for military purposes.’

Porl. Papers 1908, lxiv, 'Avmy Appropriation Accounts

1906-07. Statement of Military Expenditure in the Colonies,

Somaliland and Egypt ... during the year 1906-1907 .1

Papers on special topilcs:
These contain selected despatches and telegrams; most of the

important correspondence is included although the Government

sometimes saw it to exclude some documents, or parts of them.
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They do not therefore always give a thoroughly reliable picture.

Parl, Pap pers 1882, lxxxii (627), 'Correspondence respecting

.
i}
és]

.

sab Bay!, Lgypt No. 15 (1882), /C. 3300/ .

5

Parl. Papers 1884-5, 1xxxiX‘(715), 'Correspondence respecting

Ports in tvhe Red Sea and Gulf of Aden', Egypt No. 14 (1885),
[@. 441]7. mdited to play down Britasin's part in
encouraging the Italian occupation of Masgawa.

Perl. Papers 1901, xlviii (215 & 271), 'Corrgspondence

relating to the Murder of Mr. Jenner, and tne Ogaden Punitiv?
Expedition', Africa No. % (1901), /td. 591/, and 'Correspondence
Lebgectlné the Rising of the Mullah Muhammed Abdullah in
Somaliland and consequent Military Operations 1899-19011,

ifrica Wo. 5 (1901), /td. 597/.

Perl. Papers 1902, lxix (713), 'Correspondence respecting the

ising of the FMullah Muhammed Abdullabh in Sbmaliland and
consequent uiiluary Operations 1901-1902', Africa No. 3 (1902),
[Cd. lOOQ/.' This contains mainly. correspondence on Swayne's
first expedition. .

Parl. Papers 1903, xlv (805 & 909), 'Correspoﬁdence,respecting

the Rising of the Mullah Muhammed Abdullah in Somaliland and
consequent Military Operations 1901-1902', Africa No. 1 (1903),
[@a. 15947, and 'Despatches relative to the Operations of the

Somalilend field Force', /Cd. 150Q7. These consist chiefly
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of coxrespondence about Swayne's second expedition and Manning's

~

campaign.

)

re;

varl papers 1905, 1vi (469), 'Despatches, &c., regarding the

Militaxy Operations in Somaliland, from the 18th January, 1902
. %
to the 3lst May, 1904', /Cd. 2254/.  As well as reporis of

T

hgerton's expedition this contains the final reports on

Swayne's second expedition ang Mearning's campaign. - It was

edited to avoid offending the Italians. - : .

a Treaties, etc.:
(@) :

These simply contain the texts of treaties and agreements

which may be found elsewhere.

Yarl. Papers 1894, xcvi (103 & 181), 'Azreement between the

.

Governments of Great Britain and France with regard to the

Somali Coast, February 1888', IFrsnce No. 1 (1@94); [é. 7389/,

v)
ja}
o
v

‘rotocol between Great Britain and Italy respecting the
Demarcation of their respeciive spheres of Influence in
Justern Africa', Treaty Series No. 17 (1894), /C. 7%88/. -

Porl. Papers 1898, ov (143), 'Treaty between Great Britain and

Ethiopia', Treaty Series lNo. 2 (1898).

8. Pericdicals.
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before 1900 there is hardly a mention of Somaliland in this

p—
s
[¢03

bt

wspaper but between 1900 and 1907 it figures prominently.

A1 the height of the war with the Sayyid there were frequent

-military reports and, not infrequently,'a leader on Somaliland.

IS

™y T

The Pgll Mall Gazette:

ts vigorous Conservative opinions are interesting for the
- . g - ' ) '
critical period January-June 1903 when British fortunes in
I3
Somaliland were at their lowest ebb. Being an evening paper

it was able to summarise and comment upon the news and opinions

in’ the morning papers.

Useful for the years 1902-1904 when Somaliland was a matter of
public interest. Several times during these years Somaliland
featured as the subject of the big, main cartoon.

¢

Tllustrated London News:

From January to June 1903 this magazine had an artist with the
troops in Somaliland. A large number of sketches of the

campaign appeared, many of them picturing battles at which the
artist was not present. Nevertheless the sketches are helpful

in giving an indication of what the campaigns were like and

.
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occasional photographs of officers who were involved also appear

The volumes between 1874 and 1907 havy been consulted with the
vhelp of the index. kIt has proved a‘valuable source of |
parliamentary opinion and during the years when Britain was
at war with the.Sajyid\thére were a number of long debates

on Somaliland.

igon, C.U., 4 Collection of Treaties, Imgagements and

Sonads (4th edan., Calcutta, 1909), vol. xiii.

vy b ] nit e o ~ Mond e gy £y 4 { Zondi
ertslet, E., The Map of Africa by Tresaty {(%rd edn., London,

1909), % vols. A new impression has recently been published

°

by Frank Cass & Co. Litd., London. An exhaustive collection

of the treaties by which Africa was partitioned.
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