.ay moST equcation maica-
ors are showing a negative
rend. Declining enrolment

atesinprimaryschoolshave

rushed the country from at-
aining the global
ommitment of equitable ac-
esstobasiceducationforall.
Quoting statistics from the

Jnited Nations Children’s

"und (UNICEF), the report
.aysasoflastyear, morethan
ourmillionchildren werenot
nprimary schools. “Thesitu-
ition is even more
:omplicated since less than
30 per cent of those who en-
‘olevercomplete the primary
ichoolcycle,” saysthereport.
The report warns that low
nrolmentratesinsecondary
ind post-secondary institu-
ions could adversely affect
he achievement of the na-
ional goal of becoming an
ndustrialised nation by
1020. In addition to a poor
:ducation system, the agen-
dies  attributed low
:nrolmentrates tohigh pov-
:rty levels, high cost of
:ducation, lack of facilities
nboth primary and second-
iry schools and negative
socio-cultural aspects that
1nder enrolment of girls.
So far completion rates in
srimary school stand at 44

ventral rroviice regisiereq
the least disparities, al-
though the situation was
poor in the slums.

The report noted that with
an absolute poverty level of
spending one dollar per day
standing at 43 per cent and
with no hope of immediate
recovery, morechildrenofthe
poor will miss school. As of
last year the enrolment rate
inbasiceducation wasbelow
the 76 per cent mark.

Basically educationhas saf-
fered at all levels.
Commenting on participa-
tion rates in early childhood
education, the UN agencies
report says enrolment rates
are still too low despite the
government projections of
raising them to 50 per cent.
“Gross enrolment in pre-pri-
mary schools has over the
years been low and only rose
marginally from34.7 percent
in 1989 to 35.7 per cent in
1996,” says the report.

Enrolment trends for sec-
ondary schools show a
similar declining trend with
ratesfalling from 31 per cent
in 1989 to 26.5 per cent in
1996. And whereas the com-
pletion rates are relatively
better compared to primary
schools, they also fluctuate

EXAMINED: A Standard Eight pupil at the Star of the Sea Primary School, Mombasa, goes through KCPE exam papers (

Tuesday. One of the main criticisms against the 8-4-4 is that there are too many examinable subjects.

_ indicate that drop-out rates
in secondary schools usually
oscillate between 4.5 and 3.5
percent.

Specifically commenting on
the8-4-4 system ofeducation,
the report says the current
poor performance in Kenya
Certificate of Primary Educa-
tion exams is directly related
to the wide curriculum and
paucity of facilitiesinschools.
“Although the primary objec-
tiveofthe 8-4-4 system wasto
shift focus from training for
white-collarjobstomore prac-
tical training geared to
self-employment, this has to-
tally failed,” says the report.

Thereport noted the dismal
performanceinalmostallsub-
Jjects in KCPE. However, the
poorest performancebetween
1991-94 occurred in Math-

Agriculture. Since 1990,
scores in these subjects re-
mained below 50 per cent
although there was slight re-
covery in 1995. English
Language is another subject
that has continued to be per-
formed relatively poorly in
KCPE, says the report.

The system is riddled with
highwastagelevelsin primary
schools, occasioned by repeti-
tion that stands at 15.4 per
cent each year. Ranking of
schools and parents’wishes to
havetheir children qualify for
bettersecondary schools have
heightened wastage through
repetition in upper primary
classes, a main negative fea-
ture of the 8-4-4 system.

On higher education, the
report fell shortofasking the
government to re-introduce

replaced with 8-4-4 in 1987.
“Another aspect of the cur-
rent system is that Kenyan
secondary graduates do not
qualify for entry into univer-
sities in other countries, for
which a year of pre-univer-
sity studieshastobe added,”
says the report.

And whereas the objective
of 8-4-4 was to encourage
technical and vocationaledu-
cation and training,
enrolment in polytechnics
and other technical institu-
tions has decreased.
“Between 1992-96, enrol-
ment in 200 such colleges
offering two-to-three year
vocational training has on
average remained at
32,000 students each
year,” says the report. -

Of major concern are the

sity education. Enrolment
women students in the fiv
public universities still r
mains under 30 per cent.

The majority of women a:
in faculties of Arts and on
under eight per cent are re
istered in engineerir
programmes.

Thehighcostofeducationar
poverty have pushed the ch
drenofthepoortotheperiphe:
of access to formal educatio
“Non-formal education pr
vided in adult educatic
programmes and in inform
schools is all that is left for ti
poor,” says thereport.

Most informal schools, e
pecially those in the slum
are overcrowded and lac
learningfacilities. They als
lack qualified teachers an
are not recognised for ent:

ser cent. However, this fig-

from year to year. Estimates

ematics,

Science and

the 7-4-2, thesystemthat was

gender disparitiesin univer-

to secondary schools.

Makerere strives for quality despite adversity

IMAGINE yourself as the vice-
chancellor of one of the most
distinguished universities in
Africa. Yourinstitution hassur-
vived many government
changes and civil wars. Now fi-
nancial support from the
government is being reduced.
To make matters worse, your
country needs trained man-
power and the demand for
university places is rising dra-
matically. What do you do?
This was the situation facing
Makerere Universityin Uganda
notsolongago. Faced with the
challenge of expanding enrol-
ment without sacrificing
academicstandards, Makerere
and the government had to re-
think the entire system of
university education. The suc-
cess of their response can be
seen in the fact that over the
past five years Makerere has

By Amin Kassam

Product (GDP) over t.:he 1990s,

facilities more efficiently.
Along with other universities
in the country, Makerere now
has two course modules, one
taught during the day for stu-
dents on scholarships and the
other in the evenings for self
sponsored students. This has
been made possible by the lift-
ing of government restrictions
on the university places avail-
abletoself-sponsored students.
This has not only enabled
Makerere to accept more stu-
dents, but also benefited the
teaching staff. The fees paid by
self-sponsoredstudentsare col-
lected by theuniversityandcan
be used to pay higher salaries -
aparticularlyimportantdevel-
opment because government
tertiary education budget cuts
haveseriously affected thesala-

the gover t has limited re-
sources. Civil war and
i thaddevastated

the Ugandan economy by the
timethecurrentgovernmentled
by President Yoweri Museveni
took over in 1986. Per capita in-
come had fallen by 43 per cent
overl6yearsand muchofthein-
frastructurehadbeendestroyed
and needed to be rebuilt.
Although the GDP increased
substantially in percentage
terms after 1986, it was only US$
3.7 billion in 1994, of which less
than 10 per cent was accounted
for by the industrial sector. The
next year the eastern part of the
country was hitby drought while
the western part experienced
floodingbecauseofheavyrains. Of
the government revenue in 1996,
32.5 per cent came from granis.
Unable {6 provide adeauate

of the demand for university
places whileitconcentrated on
the free provision of primary
education. The World Bank cal-
culated that the government
spent 150 times more on each
university student than it did
on each primary school student.
Thus, the emphasis on prim:
educationwouldalsostretchthe
available funds.
AccordingtotheMinisterofState
for Gender and Cultural Affairs,
Jane Francis Kuka, the govern-
ment also had another reason for
the new educational focus. "Uni-
versal Primary Education will
reduceilliteracy and the universi-
tiesst 1d itisethepopulation
tounderstandtheobjectivesofthe
programme,” she told a recent
Kampala conference on inter-
university co-operation. The
governmenthopesthatthiswill,in
turn. heleto reduce novertv.

bracket is 36.9 per cent. In co1
trast,inneighbouringKenyath
corresponding figures are 8.
per cent and 13.9 per cent.

In the 25 years and ove
bracket, 37.2 per cent of me
and 36.9 per cent of women i
Uganda are illiterate. (Keny
also has higher figures in thi
bracket:26 per centand 54.2 pe
cent, respectively).

To compensate for the redu:
tioninstate funding of tertiar
education, the governmenthsz
allowed the establishment ¢
private universities, with th
result that there are now a t«
tal of nine universities in th
country: Makerere (which a
tracts the lion’s share ¢
students), Islamic Universit;
Mbarara University of Scienc
and Technology, Uganda Mai
tyrs University, Nkumb
TIniversitv. Ndeiie TTniversit





